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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE  following  pages  contain  the  acount  of  a  Trial, 
for  a  Confpiracy  againit  the  conititution  and  govern- 
ment of  this  kingdom  in  which  I  have  been  made 
the  principal  defendant.  The  reader,  however,  will 
obferve,  that  forne  circumftances  occurred  in  the  courfe 
of  thefe  proceedings  which  give  them  the  complexion  of 
aconfpiraey -'against  the  Defendants  -  myfelf  in  parti- 
cular* , 

For  the  prefent  at  leaft,  I  {hall  only  briefly  ftate,  that 
no  falfehood  or  (lander  was  too  bafe  or  malignant,  for 
my  per/- cut or s  and  their  adherents,  to  invent  and  pro- 
pagate, for  the  purpofe  of  injuring  my  reputation,  both  as 
a  merchant  and  as  a  man  ;  nor  was  any  attempt  omitted 
that  could  irritate  the  public  mind  again!!  myfelf  and  the 
other  defendants  ;  and  confequently  prejudge  our  caufe. 

When  the  rights  of  the  public  are  attacked  in  the  per- 
fons  of  individuals,  the  public  are,  (and  ought  to  feel) 
deeply  interefted  in  the  rife,  the  progrefs,  and  the 
event  of  the  conflict.  I  am  in  pofleflion  of  a  feries 
of  fads,  which  for  this  reafon  I  doubt  not  would  be 
deemed  important,  net  only  to  myfelf,  but,  at  leaft, 
equally  fo  to  the  public,  and  would  ilmftrate,  in  fome 
degree,  the  confeiiion  of  Dunn  (the  evidence  for  the 
profecution)  that  he  was  BRIBED  to  become  my  ac- 
cufer. 

Perhaps  the  fecret  movers  of  this  iniquitous  con- 
fpiracy may  be  traced,  by  tracing  the  conduct  of  their 
inferior  agents :  but  the  prefent  publication  would  have 
been  too  long  delayed,  too  much  extended,  and  t^o 
mifcellaneous,  had  the  details  been  entered  into,  which 
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were  necefTary  to  apprife  the  public  of  the  prcgrefs  of 
the  perfecution,  with  which  the  Defendants  in  this 
Trial  have  been  haraffed. 

But  they  fhali  not  be  forgotten.  I  may  at  fome  fu- 
ture time,  if  my  health  and  my  leifure  will  permit,  give 
a  fequel  to  this  trial,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  throw 
fome  light  on  the  fecret  machinations,  and  the  open 
violence,  alternately  praclifed  againft  the  Friends  of 
the  People. 

THOMAS  WALKER. 

Manchester,  v 

June  28,  1794. 
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Copy  of  the  Indictment  againjl  Thomas  Walker 

and  others. 


Lancashire    1     f      SHE  jurors  for  our  Lord  the  King  upon  their 
to  nvit  J       JL    oath  prefent    that    Thomas    Walker*    late    of 

Manchefterm  the  county  of  Lancafter  merchant;  George  M'Cti litem  late 
of  the  fame  place  labourer  'John  Smith  late  of  the  fame  place  jabourei 
William  Paut  f  late  of  the  fame  place  paper-ilainer  Samuel  Jack/on  f 
late  of  the  fame  place  chapman  James  Cheetha??i  jj  late  of  Salford  in 
the  faid  county  labourer  Oliver  Pear/on**  late  of  Manchefter  afcre- 
faid  labourer  Benjamin  Booth  it  late  of  the  fame  place  labourer  Henrv 
York  late  of  the  fame  place  gentleman  and  Jofeph  Collier  late  of  the 
fame  place  furgeon  being  wicked  feditious  and  ill-difpofed  perfcns 
and  difafteded  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  now  king  and  the  coniiitu— 
tionand  government  of  this  kingdom  as  by  law  eitahlifhed  and  unlaw- 
fully contriving  and  intending  as  much  as  in  them  lay  to  break  the 
peace  and  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom  did  on  the  firft 
day  of  November  in  the  thirty- third  year  of  the  reign  of  our  faid  pre- 
fent Sovereign  Lord  the  now  King  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times 
between  that  day  and  the  twelfth  day  of  June  then  next  following  with 
force  and  arms  at  Manchefter  afcrefaid    in    the  county  of  Lancafter 

aforefaid 

*  There  was  a  warrant  on  a  charge  of  HIGH  TREASON  iffued  againft,  but  not  ex- 
ecuted upon,  this  defendant  t  for  the  proceedings  upon  which,  lee  the  Appendix, 
No.  I.  to  XL 

f  There  was  a  warrant  of  HIGH  TREASON  executed  upon  this  defendant,  for 
which,  and  fcr  his  treatment,  fee  the  Appendix  No.  XIII.  XIV.  and  XV. 

%  There" appears  to  have  been  a  warrant  for  HIGH  TREASON  againft  this  defen- 
dant hfued  and  not  executed,  iee  Appendix  No,  XVI.  This  warrant,  as  well  as  thcfs 
before-mentioned,  w as  iiTued  by  the  Rev.  John  Griffith,  one  of  his  Majefty's 
juftices  of  the  peace  fat  that  time  one  cf  the  chaplains  to  the  collegiate  church  in 
Manchefter,  xince  elefted  3  felio.v  thereof)  upon  the  fole  information  of  Thomas 
DviN.-r,  ana  for  the j.vne accufathns,  which  are  charged  in  th.s  indictment  as  a  con- 
spiracy. 

j!  For  the  treatment  of  this  defendant,  fee  Appendix   No.  XVII. 

**  I  his  defendant's  name  is  Oliver  PeajfalL  for  tee  treatment  he  experienced,- fee 
the  Appendix  No.   XVIII. 

ff  For  this  defendant "s  cafe,  fee  the  Appendix  No.  XIX. 

Cheetham,  Pearfal,  and  Booth,  were  ad  committed  by  the  E-LVE^^xd  Johx  G~3.it- 
?ith  upon  the  fole  iuforraatioa of  Thomas  Dvsa. 

Ba 
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aforefald  unlawfully  malicioufly  and  fed  itioufly,  confpire  combine  and 
confederate  with  each  other  and  ai'o  •with  divers  difaiTected  and  ill- 
difpofed  fubjecls  of  our  "aid  Lord  the  King  whofe  names  are  to  the 
Jurors  at  prefent  unknown  to  on;erthro-v  the  ccnjiitution  and  government 
of  this  kingdom  as  by  law  efablifhed  and  to  aid  and  cjjift  the  French  then 
and  there  being  enemies  to  and  in.  open  war  'with  our  J  aid  hard  the  King 
G^ainji  our  J 'aid  Lord  the  King  in  cajejitth  enemies  JLovld  enter  into  and 
invade  this  kingdom  in  a  warlike  end  hofjtile  manner  and  the  laid  Tho- 
mas Walker  George  M'Cul/nm  John  Smhh  William  Paul  Samuel  jccifcn 
fames  Cheeiham  Oliver  Pearjon  Benjamin  Booth  Henry  7 ork  tiudf.ojepb 
Collier  in  purfuance  of  the  laid /confpirafcy •corribinatidn  and  agrce*- 
ment  did  on  thofe  feveral  days  and  times  a;  Mdnchefier  aforefaid  in 
the  county  aforeiaid  caufe  incite  and  encourage  divers  dijajfe&ecLavd  iu- 
dijpofed  jubjecls  to  the  furors  aforcfaid  unkmwn  to  learn  and  practice 
and  to  be  inJtruBedin  the  ujc  of  arms  and  military  eXercijes  ;  pur- 

poje  of afifting  his  faid  Map  cfy's  faid  emn:ies  againjh  hit  fat  A  Majefiy  in 
cafe  they  fhou Id  enter  into  and 'invade  this  kingdom  in  contempt  ci  our 
faid  Lord  the  King  and  his  laws  tc  the  evil  arid  pernicious  example 
of  all  others  in  the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  <    .  of   our 

faid  Lord  the  Kin?  his  crown  and  dignity  AncL  the  urors  afore- 
faid  upon  their  oath  aforefald  do  further  preiV  :  •  that  ••.     '  omas 

JValker  George  Ml  Culluniffohn  Smith  'William  Paid  Samuel  J-achfon 
fames  Cheetham  Olivet  Pearfon  Benjamin  Booth  Hem  7c  am  Jofeph 
Collier  fo  being  fuch  perfons  as  aforcfaid  and  fo  cbntriying  and  in- 
tending as  aforefaid  dido??  thefaidfrf  day  of  -:::??  ht  in  tl  .  tririy— 
third  year  aforefaid  and  on  divers  other  days  &nd  times  I  iweeh  that  cay 
and  the  twelfth  day  of  fane  then  next  following  i  kh  !  e  ant  arms 
at  Mancheftcr  aforesaid  in  the  county  aicretaid  unlawfullv  !i<  u  uihy 
and  feditioufly  conipire  combine  and  confederate  with  ead  the  rand 
alfo    with  divers  difaflefted  and  ill-c'iipci'eo  fubjects  ofou  Lord 

the  King  whofe  names  are  tc  the  faid  Jurors  at  prefent  .  nown  to 
overthrow  by  force  and  arms  the  confiitution  and  governme?  r\  s  king" 
dom  as  by  lava  eflablifed.  And  the  faid  The  fas  dh  George 
M'Culluni  John  Smith    William  Paul  Samuel  fa  cap:*.  "J  a      s  , J.  am 

Oliver  Pearfon  Benjamin  Booth  Henry  York  and  jojeph  Collit  u— 

snee  of  the  faid  lafLraentioned  conspiracy  combination  and  i  iment 
did  on  thofe  feveral  days  and  times  at  Manchefler  aforefaid  in  the  coun- 
ty aforefaid  caufe  incite  and  encourage  divers  difaitected  and  il .— cif- 
pofed  fubjects  to  the  Jurors  aforefaid  unknown  to  learn  and  praelite 
and  to  be  infruBed  in  the  ufe  of  arms  and  military  cxerafes  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of 'overthrowing  by  force  and  arms  the  confituliou  an u  government  of 
this  kingdom  as  by  law  efablijhed  in  contempt  of  our  faid  Lord  the 
King  and  his  laws  to  the  evil  and  pernicious  example  of  all  others  in 
the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  the  peace  of  cur  faid  Lord  the 
King  his  crewn  and  dignity  And  the  jurors  aforefaid  upon  their 
oath  aforefaid  do  further  prefent  that  the  faid  Thomas  Walker  George 
M'Cullum  John  Smith  William  Paul  Samuel  fackfon  fames  Cheetham 
Oliver  Pearfon  Benjamin  Booth  Henry  7"ork  and  fofeph  Collier  fo  being 
fuch  perfons  as  aforcfaid  and  fo  contriving  and  intending  as  aforefaid 
did  on  the  faid  firfl  day  of  November  in  the  thirty- third  year  aforefaid 
and  on  divers  other  days  and  times  between  that  day  and  the '  twtlfth  day 
rfjune  then  next  following  with  force  and  arms  at  Manchrfcr  afore- 
faid in  the  county  aforcfaid  unlawfully  maliciouily  and  feditioufly  con- 
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fpire  combine  and  confederate  with  each  other  and  alfo 
with  divers  difaffe&ed  and  ill-difpofed  fubjefts  of  our  faid 
Lord  the  King  whofe  names  are  to  the  faid  Jurors  at  prefent  un- 
known to  raife  and  fir  up  an  infurrcftiou  and  rebellion  cf  his  Majefy's 
fubietis  a^ainfi  his  faid  Majefiy  and  to  aid  and  ajjijl  in  fuch  rejurreclion 
and  rebellion  for  the  purpofe  of  overthrowing  by  force  and  arms  the  confi- 
tution  and  o-overnment  of  this  kingdom  as  by  law  eftablifJ.ed  in  contempt 
of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  and  his  laws  to  the  evil  and  pernicious  ex- 
ample of  all  others  in  the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  the  peace  of 
our  faid  Lord  the  King  his  crown  and  dignity  And  the  Jurors  afore- 
faid  upon  their  oath  aforefaid  do  further  prefent  that  the  laid 
Thomas  Walker  George  M(  Cullum  "John  S?niih  William  Faid  Samuel 
Jack  Ton  James  Cheelham  Oliver  Pearfon  Benjamin  Booth  Henry  York 
and  Jofeph  Collier  fo  being  fuch  perfons  as  aforefaid  and  fo  contriving 
and  intending  as  aforefaid  did  on  the faid firft  day  of  November  in  the 
thirty— third  year  aforefaid  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times  between 
that  day  and  the  twelfth  day  of  June  then  next  following  with  force 
and  arms  at  Manchefer  aforefaid  in  the  county  aforefaid  unlawfully 
maliciouily  and  feditioufly  confpire  combine  and  confederate  with 
each  other  and  alfo  with  divers  difaffecled  and  iil-difpofed  f  ubje&s  of 
our  faid  Lord  the  King  whofe  names  are  to  the  faid  Jurors  at  prefent 
unknown  UNLAWFULLY  TO  OVERTHROW  THE  CONSTI- 
TUTION AND  GOVERNMENT  OF  THIS  KINGDOM 
AS  BY  LAW  ESTABLISHED  in  contempt  of  our  faid  Lord  the 
King  and  his  laws  to  the  evil  and  pernicious  example  of  all  others  in 
the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  the  peace  of  our  faid  Lord  the 
King  his  crown  and  dignity. 

BATT 
Witneffes 

Thomas   Dunn 

Thomas  Kinnaston 


Copy   of  the  Indictment  againft   Thomas   Walker. 


Lancashire  ~\  *  1  'HE  Jurors  for  our  Lord  the  King  upon  their 
to  wit  J  jL  oath  prefent  that  Thomas  Walker  late  cf  Man- 
chefter in  the  county  of  Lancafter  mcrchantbc'mg  a.  pernicious  feditious 
and  ill-difpofed  perfon  and  greatly  difaffecled  to  our  faid  Lord  the 
King  and  contriving  and  intending  to  move  and  incite  the  liege  fub- 
jects  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  to  hatred  and  diilike  of  the  perfon  of 
our  faid  Lord  the  King  on  the  firft  day  of  June  in  the  thirty-third 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  at  Manchefter  aforefaid  in 
the  county  aforefaid  in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  divers  liege  fub— 
jecls  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  malicioufly  and  feditioufly  did  utter 
publilh  and  declare  the  words  following  of  and  concerning  our  faid 
Lord  the  King  that  is  to  fay  What  are  Kings  damn  the  King  (meaning 
our  faid  Lord  the  now  King)  what  is  he  (meaning  our  faid  Lord  the 
nov  King]  to  us  if  I  (meaning  the  faid  Thomas  Walker)  had  him 
(meaning  our  faid  Lord  the  King)  in  my  power  I  (meaning  the  faid 
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Thomas  Walker)  would as  foon  take  his   (meaning   our   faid   Lord  the 
Kmg's}  head  off  as ^   I  (meaning  the  faid  Thomas  Walker)  would  tear 
tth^  paper  he  the  faid  Thomas  Walker  then  and  there  tearing  in  pieces 
a  piece  of  paper  which  he  then  and  there  had  and  held  in  his  hand  to 
the  great  fcandal  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  in  contempt  of  our  faid 
Lord  the  King  and  his  laws  to  the  evil  and  pernicious  example  of  all 
others  in  the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  the  peace  of  cur  faid  Lord 
the  King  his  crown  and  dignity     And  the  Jurors  aforefaid  upon  their 
oath  aforefaid  ^do  further  prefent   that   the  faid   Thomas    Walker   fo 
being  fli ch  per fon  as  aforefaid  and  fo  contriving  and  intending  as  afore- 
faid at cerwards  to  wit  on  the  fame  dayand  year  aforefaid  at  Manches- 
ter aforefaid  in  the  county  aforefaid' in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of 
divers  other  liege  fobje&s  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  maiiciouflv   and 
feditioufiy  did  utter  publiih  and  declare  the  words  following   of  and 
concerning  our  faid  Lord  the  King  that  is    to   fay  Damn  the    King 
(meaning  our  faid  Lord  the  King)   to_the  great  fcandal  of  our  faid 
Lord  the  King  in  contempt  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  and  his  laws 
to  the  evil  and  pernicious  example  of  all  others  in  the  like  cafe  offend- 
ing and  againft  the  peace  of  our  faidLord  the  King  his  crown  and  dig- 
nity   And  the  Jurors  aforefaid  upon  their  oath  aforefaid  do   further 
prefent  that  the  faid  Thomas  Walker  fo  being  fuch  perfon  as  aforefaid. 
and  fo  contriving  and  intending  as  aforefaid  afterwards  to  wit  on  the 
fame  day  and  year  aforefaid  at  Manchefter   aforefaid  in  the   cousty 
aforefaid  in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  divers  other  liege  fubjedts   of 
our  laid  Loid  the  King  malicioufly  and  feditioufiy  did  utter  publifh 
and  declare  the  words  following  of  and  concerning  our  faid  Lord  the 
King  that  is  to  fay  If  I  (meaning  the   faid  Thomas    Walker  j  had  him 
(meaning  our  faid  Lord  the  King)  in  my  power  I  (meaning    the    faid 
Thomas  Walker)  would  as  Joon  take  his  ( meaning  o u r  faid    Lord   the 
King's)  head  off  as  i  would  tear  this  peace  of  paper   he  the  faid   cl  hemas 
Walker  then  and  there  tearing  a  piece  of  paper   which  he   then    and 
there  had  in  his  hand  to  the  great  fcandal  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  in 
contempt  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  and  his  laws  to  the  evil  and  per- 
nicious example  of  all  others  in  the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  the 
peace  of  our  faid   Lord  the  King  his  crown  and   dignity     And  the 
jurors  aforefaid  upon  their  oath  aforefaid  do  further  prefent  that  the 
laid  Thomas  Walker  fo  being  fuch  perfon  as  aforefaid  and  fo  contriving 
and  intending  as  aforefaid  afterwards  to    wit  on  the  fame  day  and 
year  aforefaid  at  Manchefter  aforefaid  in  the  county  aforefaid  in  the 
prefence  and  hearing  of  divers  other  liege  fubject  of  our  faid  Lord  the 
King  malicioufly  and  feditioufiy  did  utter  publiih.  and  declare  the  fol- 
lowing of  and  concerning  our  faid  Lord  the  King  that  is  to  fay  There 
ought  ta  be  no  Kinp-  (meaning  that  there  ought  to  be  no  King  of  this 
realm)  to  the  great  fcandal  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  in  contempt  of 
our  faid  Lord  the  King  and  his  laws  to  the  evil  and  pernicious  exam- 
ple of  ail  others  in -the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  the  peace  of  out- 
Lord  the  King  his  crown  and  dignity 

ISA  l    i 

Witnefs 

Thomas  Dunjs 
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Copy  of  Indictment  againft  James  Cheelban* 


Lancashire 

to  <VJl'i. 


H  E    Jurors    for   our   Lord    thz    King   upon 
their    oath    prefent     That    'James     Cheetham 
late  of  Salford  in  the  county  of  Lancajler  labourer  being  a  pernicious 
feditious  and  ill-difpofed  perfon  and  greatly  difaifecled  to  our  faid  Lord 
the    now      King    and     contriving    and    intending    to    move    and 
i  ncite    the    liege   fubjects   of  our  faid   Lord    the   King   to   hatred 
and    difiike    of    the    perfon  of    cur  faid  Lord    the   king  on   the 
tenth   day   of  June  in   the  thirty- third   year   of    the    reign    of  our 
i  Lord  the  King  at  Manchefter  in  the  county   of  Lancarler  afore- 
faid in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  divers  liege  fubjefts    of  our   faid 
Lord  the  King  did  utter  publiih  and  declare  the   words  following  of 
and  concerning  our  faid  Lord  the  King  that  is  to  fay  Damn  the  King 
(meaning  our  faid  Lord  the  King)  /  (meaning  himfelf  the  faid  James 
Cheetham)  -uoijh  he  (meaning  our  faid  Lord  the  King)  <was  in  the  Ne<w 
Bailey  Prifon  injlead  of  Benjamin  Booth  to  the  great  fcandal  of  our  faid 
Lord  the  King  in  contempt  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  and  his  laws 
to  the  evil  and  pernicious  example  of  all  others  in  the  like  cafe  offend- 
ing and  againft  the   peace  of  cur  faid  Lord    the  King  his  crown  and 
dignity     And  the  Jurors  aforefaid  upon  their  oath  aforefaid  do  fur- 
ther prefent  that  the  faid  James  Cheetham  fo  being  fuch  uerfon  as  afore- 
faid  and   fo  contriving  and  intending  as  aforefaid  afterwards  (to  wit) 
on  the  fame  day  and  year  aforefaid  at  Manchefter  aforefaid  ie  the  coun- 
ty aforefaid  in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  divers  other  liege  fubjecls 
of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  by  •whom  the  word  guillotined   hereafter 
mentioned  wasunderftood  to  mean  put  to  deatk  did  utter  publiih  and 
declare  the  words  following?  of  and  concerning  our  faid   Lord  the 
King  '(that  is  to  fay)    I  (meaning  himfelf  the  faid  James  Cheetham) 
nvi/b  he  (meaning  our  faid  Lord  the  King)    iVas  guillotined   (meaning 
put  to  death)  to  the  great  fcandal  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  in  con- 
tempt of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  and  his  laws  to  the  evil  and  pernici- 
ous example  of  all  others  in  the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  the 
peace  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  his  crown  and  dignity     And  the  Ju- 
rors aforefaid  upon  their  oath  aforefaid  do  further  prefent  that  the 
•faid  James  Cheetham  fo  being  fuch  perfon  as  aforefaid  and  fo  contri- 
ving and  intending  as  aforefaid  afterwards  (to  wit)  on  the  fame   day 
and  year  aforefaid  at  Manchefter  aforefaid  in  the  county  aforefaid  in 
the  prefence    and  hearing  of  divers  other  liege  fubjecls  of  our  faid 
Lord. the  King  did  utter  publiih  and  declare  the  words  following  of 
and  concerning  our  faid  Lord  the  King  that  is  to   fay   "  damn  the 
King"  (meaning  our  faid  Lord  the  King)  to  the  great  fcandal  of  our 
faid  Lord  the  King  to  the  evil  and  pernicious  example  of  all  others 
in  the  like  cafe  offending  and  againft  the  peace  of  our  faid  Lord  the 
King  his  crown  and  dignity 

,      BATT 
Witnefs 

Thomas  Dunn 
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The   three    preceding    Indictments  were  found  by  the  Grand 
Jury  of  which  the  following  is  a  Lift. 

Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  Baronet,  of  Hoghton,  Foreman, 

Thomas  ButterworthBayley,  Efq.  of  Hope. 

Henry  Blundell,  Efq.  of  Liverpool.  % 

William  Bankes,  Efq.  of  Winftanley. 

Samuel  Bailey,  Efq.  of  Lancafter. 

Richard  Crofse,   Efq.   of  Adiington. 

Robert  Fletcher,  Efq.  of  Preiton. 

Henry  Philip  Hoghton,  Efq.  of  Hoghton. 

Daniel  Hoghton,  Efq.  of  fame. 
,     Edward   Gregg   Hopwood,   Efq.  of  Hopwood. 

Geoffrey  Plornby,  Sen.  Efq.   of  Preilon. 
•     William  Hulten,  Efq.  of  Hulton. 

Bold  Fleetwood    Heiketh,  Efq.  of  RofTah 

Abraham  Rawlinfon,  Efq.  of  Ellel-halL 

William  Rawlinfon,  Efq.  of  Ancoats. 

Thomas  Saul,  Efq.  of  Lancafter. 

Richard  Shawe,  Efq.  of  Prefton. 

Thomas  Starkie,  Efq.  of  Frenchwood. 

Clayton  Tarleton,  Efq.  of  Liverpool. 

Daniel  Wilfon,  Efq.  of  Dalham   Tower. 


ASSIZES    AT    LANCASTER, 

April  2d,  1794, 
Before  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Heath. 


JURY. 

William  Harper,  of  Everton.         Alexander  Tomlinfon,  of  OfwakU 
Edward  Entwifle,  of  Damend,   in       twiftle. 


!  Ribcheiter. 
John  Jolly,  of  Mythop. 
Richard  Dixon,  of  Poulton. 
John  Ellifon,  of  Liverpool. 
James  Parke,  of  Prefall. 


John  Williamfon,  of  Scotforth. 
John  Carter,  of  Hambleton. 
William  Cclfhaw,  of  North  Meols, 
Nicholas  Heys,  of  Upholland. 
Jofeph  Brown,  of  Poulton. 


Counfd  for  the   Crown* 

Mr  Law,  Attorney-General  for 
the  County  Palatine  of  Lan- 
cafter. 

Mr.  Wood. 

Mr.  Topping. 

Mr.  Johnfon. 

Mr.  James. 


Solicitor, 
IVIr.    White,     Solicitor    to    the 
Treafury. 


Counfd  for   the   Defendants* 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Erfkine. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cockell. 

Mr.  Chambre. 

Mr.  Lloyd. 

Mr.  Felix  Vaughan. 


Solid  tors* 
Meflrs  Duckworth  and  Dennett. 
Mr.  WiUiam  Seddon. 

The 
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\Ths  hidittmcnt  was  opened  by  Mr.  James/ 
Mr.  Law. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip — Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  » 

The  indictment  which  has  been  read  to  yon,  imputes  ro  the  tie1- 
fcndants  a  fpecies  of  treafonable  mifdemeanor,  fecond  only  in  de- 
gree,  and  inferior  only  in  malignity  to  the  crime  of  high  treafoii 
itfelf.  It  imputes  to  them  a  confpiracy  for  the  purpofe  of  adher- 
ing with  effect  to  the  King's  enemies,  in  cafe  the  calamity  of  fo~ 
reign  invafion  or  of  internal  and  domeftic  tumult  fhould  afford 
them  the  defired  opportunity  of  fo  doing.  A  confpiracy  for  tha 
purpofe  of  employing  againft  our  country  thofe  arms  which  (hbbld 
be  devoted  to  its  defence  ;  and  of  overthrowing  a  conftitution,  the; 
work  of  long  continued  wifdom  and  virtue  in  the  ages  that  hav& 
gone  before  us,  and  which,  I  truft,  the  fober  minded  virtue  and 
wifdom  of  the  prefent  age  will  tranfmit  unimpaired  to  ages  that 
are  yet  to  fucceed  us.  It  imputes  to  them  a  confpiracy,  not  ins 
deed  levelled  at  the  perfon  and  life  of  our  fovereign,  but  at  that 
constitution  at  the  head  of  which  he  is  placed,  and  at  that  f} Mem 
of  beneficial  laws  which  it  is  his  pride  and  his  duty  to  adminifter  ; 
at  that  conftitution  which  makes  us  what  we  are,  a  great;  free* 
and  I  truft,  with  a  few  exceptions  only,  an  happy  and  united  peo- 
ple. Gentlemen,  a  confpiracy  formed  for  theft  pnrpofes,  and  td 
be  effected  eventually  by  means  of  arms ;  a  confpiracy  Which  had 
either  for  its  immediate  aim  or  probable  conference,  the  intro- 
duction into  this  country  'upon  the  model  of  France,  of  all  th£ 
miferies  that  difgrace  and  defolate  that  unhappy  land,  is  the  crifn* 
for  which  the  defendants  ftand  arraigned  before  you  this  day  ;  and 
it  is  for  you  to  fay,  in  the  firft  instance,  and  for  my  Lord  hereaf- 
ter, what  fhall  be  the  refult  and  effect  in  refpedt  to  perfons  againfl 
whom  a  confpiracy  of  fuch  enormous  magnitude  and  mifchief  fball 
be  fubftantiated  in  evidence. 

Gentlemen,  whatever  fubjecls  of  political  difference  may  fubfiMi 
amongft  us,  I  truft  we  are  in  general  agreed  in  venerating  the  great 
principles  of  our  conftitution,  and  in  wiining  to  fuftain  and  render 
them  permanent.  Whatever  toleration  stnd  indulgence  we  may 
be  willing  to  allow  to  differences  in  matters  of  lefs  importance^ 
upon  fome  fubjects  we  can  allow  none  ;  for  the  friends  of  France^ 
leagued  in  unity  of  council,  inclination,  and  intereft  with  France, 
againft  the  arms  and  interefts  of  this  country,  however  tolerant  iri 
other  refpects,  we  can  afford  no  grains  of  allowance,  no  fenti- 
ments  of  indulgence,  or  toleration  whatfoever  ;  to  do  fo,  particu- 
larly at  a  time  when  thofe  arms  and  councils  are  directed  againft. 
our  political  and  civil,  againil  not  our  national  only,  but  our  na- 
tural exiftence  (and  at  fuch  a  period  you  will  find  that  the  very 
confpiracy  now  under  conlideration  was  formed),  would  be  equal- 
ly inconhftent  with  every  rule  of  law  and  every  principle  of  felfs 
prefervation  :  it  would  be  at  once  to  authorife  every  defcription  of 
mifchievous  perfons  to  carry  their  deftructive  principles  into  ita* 
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mediate  and  Tata!  effect  ;  in  other  words,  it  would  be  to  fign  the" 
doom  and  downfall  of  that  conftitution  which  protects  us  all. 

I  am  (lire,  therefore,  for  the  crime,  fuch  as  I  have  reprefented 
it  to  be,  my  learned  friend  will  not,  in  the  exercife  of  his  own 
good  fenfe,  choofe  to  offer  any  defence  or  apology  ;  but  he  will 
endeavour  to  make  the  evidence  I  mall  lay  before  you  appear  in 
another  point  of  view :  he  will  endeavour  to  conceal  and  foften 
much  of  that  malignity  which  I  impute,  and  I  think  jultly,  to  the 
.  intentions  and  actings  of  rhei'e  defendants. 

It  was  about  the  clofe  of  the  year  i  792,  that  the  French  nation 
thought  fit  to  hold  out  to  all  the  natipns  on  the  globe,  or  rather, 
I  mould  fay,  to  the  difcontented  fubjects  of  all  thofe  nations,  an 
encouragement  to  confederate  and  combine  together,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fubverting  all  regular  eltablifhed  authority  amongft  them, 
by  a  decree  of  that  nation  of  the  19th  of  November  1792,  which  I 
conlider  as  the  immediate  fource  and  origin  of  this  and  other  mif- 
chievous  focieties.  That  nation,  in  convention,  pledged  to  the 
dncontented  inhabitants  of  other  countries,  its  protection  and  af- 
fiftance,  in  cafe  they  ihould  be  difpofed  to  innovate  and  change  the 
form  of  government  under  which  they  had  heretofore  lived.  Un- 
der the  influence  of  this  f  ottering  encouragement,  and  meaning,  I 
mult  fuppofe,  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  protection  and  afTiftance 
thus  held  out  to  them,  this  and  other  dangerous  focieties  fprung 
up,  and  Ipread  themfelves  wit  hip  the  bofom  of  this  realm. 

Gentlemen,  it  was  about  the  peteiod  I  mentioned,  or  mortly  af- 
ter, I  mean  in  the  month  of  December,  which  followed  clofe  up- 
on the  promulgation  of  this  deteftable  decree,  that  the  fociety  on 
which  1  am  about  to  comment,  and  ten  members  of  which  are  now 
prefented  in  trial  before  you,  was  formed  *.     The  vigilance  of 
thofe  to  whom  the  administration  of  judice  and  the  immediate  care 
of  the  police  of  the  country  is  primarily  entrufted,  had  already 
prevented  or  difperfed  every  numerous  ailembly  of  perfons  which 
reforted  to  public-houfes  for  fuch  purpofes ;  it  therefore  became 
necelTary  for  peribns  thus  difpofed,  to  ailemble  themfelves  to  do  fo, 
if  at  all,  within  the  walls  offome  private  manfion.    The  prefident 
and  head  of  this  fociety,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  raifed  to  that  bad 
eminence  by  a  fpecies  of  merit  which  will  not  meet  with  much  fa- 
vour or  encouragement  here,  opened  his  doors  to  receive  a  fociety 
of  this  fort  at  Mancheder,  mifcailed  the  Reformation  Society  :  the 
name  may,  in  fome  fenfes,  indeed,  import  and  be  underltood  to 
mean   a  fociety  formed  for  the  purpofe  of  beneficial  reform ;  but 
what  the  real  purpofes  of  this  fociety  were,  you  willprefently  learn, 
from  their  declared  ientiments  and  criminal  actings.     He  opened, 
his  doors,  then,  to  receive  this  fociety  ;  they  ailem bled,  night  af- 
ter night,  in  numbers,  to  an  amount  which  you  will  hear  from  the 
witneiles.     Sometimes,  I  believe,  the  extended  number  of  fuch 
alTembfies  amounting  to  more  than  a  hundred  perfons.     There 
were  three  contiderable  rooms  allotted  for  their  reception.     In 
the  lower  part  of  the  houfe,  where  they  were  firft  admitted,  they 

*  The  Manchefter  Conflitutional  Society  was  inftituted  in  October  1790. 
The  Reformation  fociety  in  March  1792.  The  Patriotic  Society  in  .April 
1792* 
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fat  upon  bufinefs  of  lefs  raomcnt,  and  requiring  the  prefencc  oV 
fmaller  numbers  ;  in  the  upper  part,  they  aflembled  in  greater 
multitudes,  and  read,  as  in  a  fchool,  and  as  it  were  to  fa  (hi  on  and 
perfect  themfelves  in  every  thing  that  is  feditious  and  mifchievous, 
thofe  writings  which  have  been  already  reprobated  by  other  Junes 
fitting  in  this  and  other  places,  by  the  courts  of  law,  and  in  ef- 
fect, by  the  united  voice  of  both  houfcs  of  parliament.  They 
read,  amongft  other  works,  particularly,  the  works  of  an  author, 
whofe  name  is  in  the  mouth  of  every  body  in  this  country  ,  I  mean 
the  works  of  Thomas  Paine  ;  an  author,  who,  in  the  gloom  of  a 
French  prifon,  is  now  contemplating  the  full  effects  ana  experien- 
cing all  the  miferies  of  that  diforganizing  fyitem  of  which  he  is, 
in  forne  refpect,  the  parent — certainly  the  great  advocate  and  pro- 
moter. 

The  works  of  this  author,  and  many  other  works  of  a  fimilar 
tendency,  were  read  aloud  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  jackfon, 
who  exercifed  upon  thofe  occafions  the  mifchievous  function  of 
reader  to  this  fociety.  Others  of  the  defendants  had  different 
functions  affigned  them  ;  fome  were  bailed  in  training  them  to  the 
ufe  of  arms,  for  the  purpofe,  avowedly,  in  cafe  there  fhould  be 
either  a  landing  of  the  French,  with  whom  we  were  then,  I  think, 
actually  at  war,  or  about  to  be  immediately  at  war  ;  or  in  cai'e 
there  fhould  take  place  a  revolt  in  the  kingdoms  of  Ireland  or  Scot- 
land, to  minifter  to  their  afliftance,  either  to  fuch  invafion  or  to 
fuch  revolt.  That  they  met  for  fuch  purpofes  is  not  only  clear 
from  the  writings  that  were  read  aloud  to  them,  -and  the  conven- 
tions that  were  held,  but  by  the  purpofes  which  were  exprefsly 
declared  and  avowed  by  thofe  who  may  be  confidered  as  the  mouth- 


ci  urtiai  cu  lu  liijn,  -inai  ijc  uvjjcu  incy  jrjuuia  jvvn  vveriorow  z/ve  con- 
fiitutlo?i."  The  witnefs  I  have  alluded  to,  was  introduced  to  the 
fociety  by  two  perfons,  I  think  of  the  names  of  M'Callum  and 
Smith,  and  who,  if  I  am  not  mifinformed,  have  fince  taken  their 
flight  from  this  country  to  America.  The  firft  night  be  was  there, 
he  did  not  fee: their  prelident,  Mr.  Walker,  but  on  the  fecond  night 
that  he  went  there,  I\Jr>  Walker  met  him  as  he  entered  the  door, 
and  obferving,  from  his  dialect,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
Mr.  Walker  enquired  of  him  how  the  volunteers  went  on,  and 
faid,  with  a  (mile,  as  he  palled  him  in  his  way  np  flairs  to  the  reft 
of  the  afTociated  members,  tlwe  JJcait  overthrow  the  conftituttoti  hy 
"  and  by."  The  witnefs  was  then  ufhered  into  this  room,  where 
he  law  aflembled  nearly  to  the  number  of  an  hundred  or  an  hundred 
and  fifty  perfons.  The  room  was,  I  understand,  a  large  warehoufe 
atthe  top  of  the  houfe  ;  there  were  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  per- 
fons then  actually  under  arms,  and  fome  of  thofe  whofe  names  are 
to  be  found  in  this  record,  were  employed  in  teaching  others  the 
military  exercife.  It  would  be  endleis,  as  well  as  ufelefs,  to  relate 
to  you  the  whole  of  what  pafied  at  thefe  feveral  meetings. 

Upon  fome  occafions,  Pvlr.  Walker  would  talk  in  the  mofl  con- 
tumelious and  abominable  language  of  the  facred  perion  of  ovr 
lovereign.     In  one  inflance,  when  talking  of  monarchy,  he  faid, 
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1*  damn  kings  !  wh?t  have  we  to  do  with  them,  what  are  they  to 
««■  us  V  and,  to  (hew  the  contempt  in  which  he  held  the  lives  of 
tall  kings,  and  particularly  that  of  our  own  fovereign,  taking  a 
piece  of  paper  in  his  hand  and  rearing  it,  he  faid,  "  it*  I  riad  the 
*<  king  here,  I  would  cut  oft  his  head,  as  readily  as  I  tear  this 
<f  paper." 

Upon  other  occaftons,  others  of  the  members,  and  particularly 
$  perfon  of  the  name  of  Paul,  who  I  believe  is  now  in  court,  held 
iimilar  language :  damning  the  "king  ;  reviling  and  defaming  him 
in  the  execution  of  his  high  office  ;  reprefentingthe  whole  fyftem  of 
pur  government  as  a  fyftem  of  plunder  and  rapacity  ;  reprefenting, . 
particularly,  the  adminillration  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom  by  a 
lord  lieutenant,  as  a  fcheme  and  device  merely  invented  to  corrupt 
the  people,  and  to  enrich  and  aggrandize  the  individual  to  whofe 
care  the  government  of  that  kingdom  is  more  immediately  delega- 
ted 5  in  ihort,  arraigning  every  part  of  our  public  oeconomy  as  di- 
rectly productive  of  mifgovernment.  and  oppreffiom  The  King 
himieif  was  fometimes  more  particularly  pointed  at  by  Mr.  Walk- 
er, He  related  of  him  a  ftrange,  incredible,  and  foolifh  fable, 
which  I  never  heard  fuggefted  from  any  other  quarter; — <e  That 
**  hisMajetty  was  pofTefled of  feventeen  millions  of  money  in  fome 
ff  bank  or  other  at  Vienna,  which  he  kept  locked  up  there,  and 
*'  would  not  beftow  a  llngle  penny  of  it  to  relieve  the  diitreffesand 
"  indigence  of  any  part  of  his  own  fnbjects."  Many  other  a0er- 
tions  or"  this  fort  were  made,  and  converfations  of  a  finrilar 
import  held,  between  Mr.  Walker  and  the  perions  thus  ailem- 
pica. 

About  three  months  after  the  formation,  as  far  as  I  can  collect 
it,  of  this  fociety,  that  is,  about  the  month  of  March  1793,  a  per- 
fon of  the  name  or  Yorke ;  Yorke  of  Derby,  I  think  he  is  called, 
arrived  at  Manchefter,  with  all  the  apparatus  of  a  kind  of  apofto- 
lic  million,  addreiTed  to  the  various  aflemblies  of  feditious  perfons 
in  that  quarter  of  the  kingdom.  He  harangued  them  upon  (uch  to- 
pics as  were  mod  likely  to  interelt  and  inflame  them  ;  he  explained 
to  them  the  object  of  the  journey  he  was  then  making  through  the 
country  ;  he  faid,  he  was  come  to  vifit  all  the  combined  focieties, 
in  order  to  learn  the  numbers  they  could  refpectively  mutter,  in 
cafe  there  mould  be  an  invafion  by  the  French,  which  was  then 
talked  of,  and  is  yet,  I  am  afraid,  talked  of,  but  upon  too  much 
foundation  ;  to  know,  infhort,what  number  they  could  add  to  the 
arms  of  France,  in  cafe  thefe  arms  fhould  be  hoftilely  directed 
againlt  Great  Britian  itfelf ;  he  dated  that  the  French  were  about 
to  land  in  this  country  to  the  number  of  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  men, 
and  that  he  was  collecting,  in  the  different  focieties, .  the  names  of 
fuch  perfons  as  could  be  bed  depended  upon,  in  order  to  afcertain 
what  number  in  the  whole  could  actually  be  brought  into  the  field 
upon  fuch  an  emergency. 

When  this  perfon  was  prefent,  there  feems  to  have  been  a  fort  of 
holiday  and  feltival  of  fedition:  each  member  (trove  with  his  fellow 
which  fhould  exprefsfentimentsthe  moff  injurious  and  hoftiletothe 
peace  and  happinefs  of  their  country.  Dunn,  the  witnefs  I  have  alrea- 
dy alluded  to,  wilt  fpeak  to  the  actual  communication  of  ?.ll  the  feveral 
perfons  who  are  defendants  upon  this  record  in  mofl  of  the  mil- 
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chievous  councils  which  were  then  held,  and  which  are  the  fubject 
of  this  profecution.  They  met  during  a  confiderabie  length  of 
time  he  attended  (and  here  you  will  not  be  called  upon  to  give  cre- 
dit to  a  loofe  and  carnal  recollection  of  a  few  random  exprefiions, 
littered  upon  one  or  two  accidental  occasions,  capable  of  an  inno- 
cent or  doubtful  connruclion),  but  he  attended,  1  believe,  at  near- 
ly forty  of  thefe  meetings  ;  he  attended  them  from  about  the  month 
of  December  or  January,  down  to  the  month  of  June,  when,  ei- 
ther through  compunction  for  the  (hare  he  had  him feif  borne  in 
thofe  mifchievcus  proceedings,  or  whatever  elfe  might  be  his  mo- 
tive (I  truft  it  was  an  honourable  oner  and  that  it  will  in  its  effects 
prove  beneficial  to  his  country),  be  came  forward  and  detailed  this 
bulinefs  to  the  magiilrates  of  this  county.  It  became  them,  having 
fuch  circumftances  related  to  them,  and  having  it  alfo  confii  med  by 
other  evidence,  that  there  were  numerous  nightly  meetings  of  this 
fort  held  at  Hated  intervals  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Walker,  upon  having 
the  objects  of  thefe  meetings  detailed  and  verified  to  them,  it  be- 
came them,  I  fay.  to  ufe  means  tor  fuppreffing  a  mifchief  of  iuch  ex- 
tent and  magnitude.  It  was  accordingly  thought  proper  to  infti- 
tute  this  profecution  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  thefe  enormous 
proceedings  into  public  difcuiiion  and  enquiry,  before  a  jury  of  the 
country,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  eventually  bringing  to  condign  pu- 
nishment the  perfons  immediately  concerned  in  them. 

Gentlemen,  the  evidence  of  th's  perfon,  the  witnefs  I  have  men- 
tioned, will  unquefHonabiy.be  aflailed  and  attacked  by  a  great 
deal  of  attempted  ccntradictioa ;  his  character  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  be  arraigned  and  drawn  in  qurftion  from  the  earlieft  period 
to  which  the  defendants  car  have  any  opportunities  of  accefs,  for 
materials  reflecting  it.  Upon  nothing  but  upon  the,  effectual  im- 
peachment of  the  character  of  this  witnefs,  can  they  bottom  any 
probable  expectations  of  acquittal ;  to  that  point,  therefore,  their 
efforts  will  be  mainly  directed,  i  wifh  their  efforts  had  been  hi- 
therto directed  innocently  towards  the  attainment  of  this  object, 
and  that  no  opportunities  had  been  recently  taken  in  occafional 
meetings  and  com  erfations  to  attempt  to  tamper  with  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  this  witnefs.  There  are  other  practices,  which  next  to  an 
actual  tampering  with  the  teftimocy  of  a  witnefs,  are  extremely 
mifchievors  to  the  regular  conrfe  and  adminiftration  of  juftice.  I 
mean  at? erupts  to  lure  a  witneis  into  comemtions  respecting  the 
fuhjat  of  his  tftimony  ;  of  this  we  have  feeu  many  very  blameable 
initances  in  the  conrfe  of  the  prefent  circuit,  where  converfatiens 
have  been  let  on  foot  for  the  purpofe  of  catching  at  fome  particular 
exprefiions,  inadvertently  dropt  by  a  witnefs,  and  of  afterwards 
bringing  them  forward,  feparately  and  detached  from  the  reft  of 
the  con-'eriation,  in  order  to  give  a  dilrerent  colour  and  complexion 
to  the  fubftance  of  his  evidence,  and  to  weaken  the  effect  and  credit 
'of  the  whole. 

Gentlemen,  thefe  attempts  are  too  commonly  made;  happily, 
however,  for  public  juftice,  they  are  commonly  .unfuccefsful :  be- 
caufe  they  do  and  muft,  with  every  honourable  mind,  recoil  upon 
the  party  making  them.  Private  applications  to  a  perfon  not  on- 
ly known  to  be  an  adverfe  witnefs,  but  to  be  the  very  witnefs  upon, 
whofe  credit  the  profecution  moft  materially  depends ;  private  con- 
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verfations  with  fuch  a  witnefs,  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  from 
him  declarations  which  may  be  afterwards  oppofed  in  feeming 
contradiction  tohisfolemn  teftimony  upon  oath,  are  of  themfelves 
fo  di  /honourable  that  with  every  well-difpofed  and  well-judging 
mind,  they  will  naturally  produce  an  effect  directly  contrary  to  the 
expectations  of  theperfons  who  make  them. 

I  know,  Gentlemen,  what  I  have  mod  to  fear  upon  this  occafion  ; 
I  know  the  vigour  and  energy  of  the  mind  of  my  learned  friend. 
I  have  long  felt  and  admired  the  powerful  effect  of  his  various  ta- 
lents. 1  know  the  ingenious  fophiftry  by  which  he  can  miflead, 
and  the  fafcination-  of  that  eloquence  by  which  he  can  fubdue  the 
minds  of  thofe  to  whom  he  addreffes  himfelf.  I  know  what  he  can 
do  to-day »  by  feeing  what  he  has  done  upon  many  other  occaiions 
beforeN  But,  at  the  fame  time,  Gentlemen,  knowing  what  he  is, 
I  am  fomewhat  confoled  in  knowing  you.  1  have  practifed  for  fe- 
veral  years  in  this  place  ;  I  know  the  found  difcretion  and  judg- 
ment by  which  your  verdicts  are  generally  governed, and  upors  the 
credit  of  that  experience,  Itruft  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of 
my  friend,  by  any  arts  he  is  able  to  employ,  tofeduce  you  a  fingle 
ft ep  from  the  fober  paths  of  truth  and  juftice.  You  will  hear  the 
evidence  with  the  attention  which  becomes  men  who  are  deciding 
on  the  fate  of  others.  If  thefe  defendants  be  innocent,  and  my 
learned  friend  is  abie  to  fubltantiate  their  innocence,  toyourfatis- 
f action,  for  God*s  fake  let  them  be  acquitted  ;  but  if  that  innocence 
cannot  be  clearly  and  fatisfactorily  eftablifhed,  Iftand  here  intereft- 
ed  as  I  am  in  common  with  him  in  the  acquittal  of  innocence,  at 
the  fame  time  however  demandingthe rights  of  public  judiceagainlr. 
the  guilty.  It  imports  the  fafety  of  yourielves,  it  imports  the 
fafety  of  our  country,  it  imports  the  exiftence  and  fecurity  of  eve- 
ry thing  that  is  dear  to  us,  if  thefe  men  be  not  innocent,  that  no 
confiderations  of  tendernefs  and  humanity,  no  confiderations  of 
any  fort  mort  of  what  the  actual  abltract  juftice  of  the  cafe  may 
require,  mould  prevent  the  hand  of  punifhment  from  falling 
heavy  °ti  them. 

Having,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  given  you  this  fliort  detail  and 
explanation  of  the  principal  facts  which  are  about  to  be  laid  before 
you  in  evidence,  1  will  now  clofe  the. trouble  1  mean  to  give  you, 
in  the  firft  inftance.  I  (hall  by  and  by,  when  my  learned  friend  has 
adduced  that  evidence  by  which  he  will  attempt  to  aflail  the  charac- 
ter and  credit  of  the  principal  witnefsfor  the  profecution,  have  an 
opportunity  of  addreffing  you  again;  and,  I  trult,  in  the  mean 
time,  that  whatever  attention  you  may  be  difpofed  to  pay  to  the 
exertions  of  thofe  who  will  labour  toeitablifh  the  innocence  of  the 
perfons  now  arraigned  before  you,  that  you  will,  at  the  fame  time, 
(teadily  bear  in  mind  the  duties  which  you  owe  to  yourfelves  and 
to  your  country ;  recollecting,  as  lam  fure  you  will,  that  we  all 
look  up  to  your  firmnefs  and  integrity  at  this  moment,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  that  constitution  from  which  wc  derive  every  blefling  we 
individually  or*colle&ively  enjoy. 
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EVIDENCE  FOR  1  OWN. 

tt&masDumti  '  fworn . ) 
Examined  by  Mr.  Wood. 

CK  I  believe  you  are  a  weaver,  and  live  at  Manchefler  : 

y^.  Ye 

O .  Were  j  on  at  any  time  introdaced  to  any  fociety  at  Mr.  Walk- 
er's houfe  there  : 

A,  ¥es,  i  was. 

g    D«    .0a  recollect  when  it  was? 

^g  I  :ter  end  of  September,  in  the  year  1792. 

Ck  Who  was  you  introduced  by  ? 

A.  M  Callum  and  Smith. 

Q.  What  was  this  fociety  called  ? 

A.  The  Reformation  Society. 

jg.  What  is  become  of  I  iCallum  and  Smith  ? 

^.  I  cannot  tell;  the  laft  time  I  faw  them  they  told  me  they 
were  going  to  America. 

Qj  W  bat  nomber  of  people  might  there  be  when  you  was  faff 

introduced  r 

y£  lies  there  were  more,  fometimes  lefs  ;  I  cannot  tell  to 

the  exact  number. 

>;w  many  do  you  think  there  were  the  firft  time  0  ycu 

were  introduced  .;      '-Galium  and  Smith  \ 
A.  Perhaps  fifty  or  fixty. 

g.  V.  ere  yon  all  in  the  fame  room,  or  in  different  room  i  ! 
y/.   In  different  rooms. 

Q.  How  many  different  rooms  might  yoo  be  in  ? 
v^.  in  two,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  that  night. 
Q.  What  was  going  ard  in  thefe  different  rooms  ? 

A.  Aa  far  as  1  could  ree  there  were  politics  fpoken  of,  and  ether 
men  were  learning  discipline. 

jQ-  What  had  ^aey  to  iearn  their  ciifaipHne 
A.  Firelocks. 

Q.  How  many  might  there  be  learning  their  ih'.'pline  r 
A.  About  fix  or  feven. 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  room  in  which  they  were  talking  politics  i 
A*  No,  in  a  different  room.  r 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  fort  of  pol: 

A.  They  were  reading  a  paoer  ;   I  cannot  exactly  tell  th  is ; 

the  whole  *of  the  meeting  was  entirely  with  refpect  to  a  reforma- 
tion in  parliament ;  the  motive  was  entirely  that,  as  far  as  I  could, 
underhand. 

Q.  Did  you  fay  the  motive  was  entirely  that .? 
A.   Yes,  as  rar  as  I  could  underftand  it  that  1 
Q.  How  long  might  you  be  there  that  night  : 
A-  1  cannot  recollect  the  time  j  1  never  [topped  above  an  hour  or 
two  tfcere,  my  en-ploy  called  me  that  1  cot  td  not  come  there  before 
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eight  o'clock ;  t  commonly  went  back  again  to  get  home  about 
ten. 

Q.  When  was  the  next  time  you  was  there  ? 

A.  I  went  there  the  Monday  following. 

Q.  Was  Monday  the  day  of  meeting  ? 

A.  Yes,    the  particular  day. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  Mr.  Walker  at  that  time  \ 

A.  Not  the  firft  day,  I  did  not ;  1  faw  him  the  fecond  time. 

Q.  Where  did  you  fee  him  ?  \ 

A.  I  knocked  at  his  door,  and  I  met  him  at  the  door  within  the 
houfe. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Walker  fay  to  you  ? 

A.  He  wanted  to  know  my  bufinefs.  I  told  him  I  wifhed  to  go 
to  the  fociety :  he,faid  he  perceived  I  was  an  Irifliman  ;  I  faid,  yes, 
I  was ;  he  faid,  had  I  any  account  from  Ireland  lately,  and  how 
the  Volunteers  were  going  on  ?  I  told  him  I  thought  they  were 
going  on  very  prosperous  ;  upon  that  he  juft  waved  h is  kand,  and 
{aid,  we  would  overthrow  the  couftiiution  by  and  by ;  upon  that  I  went 
up  to  the  fociety  room ;  there  was  a  candle  and  candleltick  in  every 
paffage  up  the  (lairs. 

Qj.  Did  you  fee  any  body  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  a  great  many  people. 

Q  How  many  do  you  fuppofe  there  were  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I  think  there  might  be  above  a  hundred  and  fifty  there  that- 
night. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing  ? 

A.  Some  one  thing,  fome^another ;  there  were  about  fifteen  or 
fixteen  under  arms. 

Qj  What  were  they  doing  under  arms  ? 

A.  Going  through  the  manual  exercife. 

Q.  Was  there  any  body  there  to  inflrucl:  them  in  it  ? 

A.  O  yes,  one  Oliver  Pearfall. 

Q*  Did  Mr.  Walker  come  among  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  one  Samuel  Jackfon  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J£.  Was  he  there  at  this  time  ? 

A,  I  dont  know  bur.  he  might  come  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  there  or  not? 

A,  I  actually  cannot  tell  whether  I  faw  him  there  at  that  time  or 
not  ? 

4>.  Was  there  any  thing  done  at  that  meeting  except  learning  the 
exercife  ?  r 

A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  might  you  (lay  that  night  ? 

A.  Not  very  long,  1  never  flopped  very  long. 

j£.  Did  you  go  a^ain  after  that  ? 

A.  Yes,  very  often. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  Mr.  Walker  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  every  night ;  t  never  miffed  Mr.  Walker  but  one  night. 

£h  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr  Walker  (ay  arty  t!  ■■ing  relative  to  vt  Sat 
was  going  forward  there  about  thefe  people  learning  the  uie  of 
arms  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  what  you  mean. 
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3J.  Yoii  have  faid,  there  were  people  there  learning  their  &&<> 
crcife. 

A.  Yes. 

O.  Have  you  heard  Mr.  Walker  fay  for  what  p'urpcfe  it  was  t 

A.  Yes,  1  have. 

j£.  What  did  he  fay  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  him  fay  fo  far  as  this,  that  it  was  his  intention 
and  the  defrgn  was  to  forward  and  to  aid  the  French,  if  they  would 
land  here. 

j£.  Do  you  know  Cheetham  1 

A.  Yes,  very  well  ? 

p.  And  Booth  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  them  there  ? 

At.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Paul  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  (aw.  him  there. 

ft;  Did  you  fee  them  there  frequently,  or  only  once,  or  twice  f 

A.  Frequently. 

ft  Did  you  fee  Collier  there  ? 

A.  I  did'. 

ft  Have  you  ever  feen  Jaekfori  at  ally  of  thofe  meeting^  ? 

J£  O  yes,  he  was  a  very  great  reader  in  politics* 

ft.  Did  he  read  to  the  people  that  were  there  ? 

A.  Yes. 

ft.  What  fort  of  books  might  he  read  I 

A,  Paine's  Works,  and  a  man,  I  forget  him  nov/,  and  Goober'1! 
Reply  to  Mr.  Burke's  Invective,  and  other  matters  ;  he  always 
had  lomething  new. 

ft.  Was  it  declared  what  was  the  intent  of  this  fociety  ? 

A.  I  abfoluteiy  juil  will  inform  you,  candidly,  in  my  opihioU^ 
as  far  as  I  can  learn,  when  I  came  to  understand  rayielf  properly^ 
that  it  was  to  overthrow  the  whole  conftituiion  ? 

£h  Did  you  underfbnd  it  fo  ? 

A.  I  underhand  it  fo  now,  but  hot  at  that  time. 

ft.  What  did  yoa  underiland  then  was  the  object  and  defign  of 
this  meeting? 

A.  I  underlined  at  that  time  that  it  was  to  ferve  poor  people. 

ft.  How  were  the  poor  people  to  be  ferved  i 

A.  By  afTociation  together,  I  thought,  and  to  have  fo  far  as  tkU 
to  be  neighbourly,  and  no  further;  3  thought  fo. 

ft.  Did  you  ev  er  hear  any  thing  faid  about  the  Irifh  or  the  Scotch  t 

A.  At  what  time? 

ft.  At  any  of  thofe  meetings  ? 

A.  Yes,  i  did. 

ft.  What  was  laid  about  them  ? 

A.  I  recoiled  to  hear  a  letter  read,  an  addrefs  from,  the  United 
-Irishmen  to  Scotland. 

ft.  Who  read  that  ? 

A.  Mr.  Paul,  I  think,  to  the  beft  of  my'rccolieclion  ;  it  was  ei- 
ther he,  or  Jcakfon  ;  but  however,  Mr.  Paul  came  oat  with  xheU 
expredions,  which  I  will  relate  to  the  whole  court;  the  matter 
JSood  thus^  fcrlieja  the  letter  was  read  1  cannot  fay,  whether  he  9$ 

& 
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Paul  might  read  it  himfelf  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  but  Mr.  Paul  faid, 
that  if  ever  we  mould  have  a  revolt,  it  would  be, from  the  him  ; 
he  fays  >  1  have  property  in  Ireland  my  felt',  and  he  wondered  the 
Irifhmen  there  mentioned  did  not  exert  themfelves  more  than  they 
did  do  ;  I  happened  to  be  the  very  next  man  to  him,  I  faid ,  I  am 
on  IvUhman  myfelf ;  he  faid,  I  know  you  are,  he  bid,  if  ever  we 
fhould  have  a  revolt,  it  fhould  be  through  the  Iriih  ;  they  have 
feat  a  deputy  to  Ireland  as  a  King;  damn  him,  faid  he,  arwl  ail 
Kings. 

£/_   Do  you  remember  Mr.  Yorke — Henry  Yorke  ? 
A.  Yes,  I  do  ;  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  that  I  fhould  know  the 
man  ;   *  never  faw  him  but  one  night  for  about  an  hour. 
Q.  Who  was  he  introduced  by  ? 
A.  By  Mr.  Thomas  Walker. 
C.  What  was  he  introduced  for  ? 

A.  It  was  that  very  night  that  he  happened  to  come,  it  happen- 
ed to  be  very  thin  of  people  ;  but  howfoever  lit  was  introduced, 
and  took  by  his  arm  into  our  place  ;  he  was  introduced  as  a  Gen- 
tleman of  the  fame  principles  ;  and  all  hands  were  put  up  that  he 
fhould  be  the  chairman. 

Q.  And  did  he  take  the  chair  ? 
A.  He  did. 

Q.  What  did  he  fay  to  you  ? 

A.  He  mentioned  he  was  glad  to  fee  fo  many  loyalifts  ;  he  was 
glad  to  fee  fo  many  friends  ;  he  had  jull  come  from  Sheffield  ;  he 
faid  he  was  only  a  fhort  time  from  France  ;  that  he  lay  a  fortnight 
in  Paine's  houfe  nn  Paris.  At  this  time  there  were  different  opi- 
nions, with  refpect  to  whether  they  fhould  draw  up  a  petition  to 
recommend  for  a  reform  ;  he  faid,  there  was  that  height  of  peti- 
tions (defcribiug  it)  from  Scotland  and  other  parts. 
Q.  Had  he  thofe  petitions  with  him  ? 

A.  No,  he  told  us  it  was  fo  in  Sheffield,  different  copies  ;  he  faid 
nothing  will  do  but  a  reform — a  reformation  then  was  clapped— 
he  faid,  that  he  was  going  through  the  three  kingdoms,  to  fee 
what  aid  they  could  have  to  afRit  the  French,  if  they  fhould  land 
here. 

Mr.  Erfkim.  Repeat  that  over  again. 

At  1  o  aid  and  afiiit,  to  know  the  aid  that  might  be  for  the 
French. 

Mr.  WcoiL  Did  he  fay  any  thing  about  the  number  of  French 
that  might  be  expected  I 
A.  Fifty  thoufand. 

Q.  Were  there  a  great  many  members  prefent  that  night  ? 
A.  Not  a  great  many,  I  cannot  fay   the  exact  number;  there 
might  be  about  fifty,  it  was  a  very  wet  night,  I  recollect  that. 
£/_.  Was  there  any  exercifes  learned  that  night  ? 
A.  Yes,  there  was. 

Qj  How  many  different  meetings  might  you  attend  in  all,  think 
you  ? 

A.   I  dare  fay  forty  or  fifty,  I  can  be  fafe  upon  that. 
£K  Do  you  remember  Benjamin  Eoolh's.  being  taken  into  cuf. 
tody  ? 
J.  I  do. 
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Q*  Did  yon  apply  to  the  fociety  upon  that  occaGon  ? 

2,  i  did. 

Q;  What  was  your  application  for  him  ? 
A.  To  get  him  fome  money. 
Qj  Did  you  get  any  money  for  him  ? 
A.  There  was  fome  money  got  for  him  that  night. 
Q,  Do  you  remember  being  there  at  any  other  time,  when  there 
was  any  converfation  about  the  King  ? 

A.  Many  times;  I  do  not  fuppofe  there  was  any  night  but  there  , 
was  fomething  of  thai  kind. 

Qj  Recoiled!:  fomething  that  was  faid  about  the  King. 
A.  Upon  what  night  ? 

i£.  When  any  thing  was  faid  about  the  King? 
A'  I  remember  being  there  one  night  in  particular,  when  Mr. 
Thomas  Walker  was  fpeaking  with  refpect  to  war  ;  he  disapprov- 
ed of  the  war  entirely,  and  he  thought  the  miniftry  was  highly  to 
blame,  and  the  whole  to  involve  us  in  a  war.  That  he  had  feven- 
teen  millions  of  money  in  the  bank  of  Vienna  \ 
Q.  Who  had  feventeen  millions  of  money  I 

An  The  King,  in  the  bank  of  Vienna,  and  he  would  not  give  one 
penny  to  ferve  the  poor  ;  damn  him,  and  all  kings.  He  had  a  bit 
of  paper  in  his  hand ;  he  faid,  he  would  as  foon  take  his  head  of? 
as  he  would  that,  and  he  tore  the  paper. 

Qj.  Do  you  recollect  how  many  people  were  prefent  then  ? 
A.  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  how  many  there  were. 
J£  Did  you  hear  any  thing  faid  that  night  about  Ireland  \ 
A.  I  do  not  recoiled  I  did. 

Qj  Did  you  hear  him  at  any  other  time  fay  any  thing  about  Ire- 
land ?  did  you  hear  William  Paul  fay  any  thing  ?■ 

A.  I  mentioned  that;  I  will  fay  it  over  again,  if  you  pleafe. 
J£.  Do  fo. 

A.  There  was  an  addrefs  of  the  United  Irimmen  to  Scotland, 
j?.  You  faid  that  before  ;  do  you  remember  being  at  a  meeting 
after  the  death  of  the  late  French  King  ? 
A.  Yes. 

j7.  Wno  was  there  then  ? 
A.  A  good  many. 
£K  Was  Collier  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  came  in,  we  were  difcourfmg  the  matter,  and  all 
rejoicing  upon  it ;  he  came  into  the  place  ;  he  thought  he  was  the 
firft,  in  one  fenfe,  to  announce  to  the  company  that  it  was  fo  ; 
he  paiTed  round,  he  damned  him,  and  wifhed  all  kings  were  ferv- 
ed  fo. 

Qj  Do  you  remember  whether  Jackfon  recommended  any  thing 
to  the  meeting  ? 

A,  He  recommended  erery  thing  to  be  very  candid,  and  keep 
every  thing  very  fecret,  that  we  fhould  be  unanimous  one  to  ano- 
ther. 

j?    Did  you  go  openly  and  publicly  to  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  ? 

A.  No,  latterly  we  went  there  as  private  as  poffible  fmce, 

Qj,  Which  door  did  you  go  in  at  ? 

A.  At  the  back  door. 

g.  Since  what  time  was  it  that  you  went  privately  J 
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A.  Since  it  was  known  To  publicly,  that  we  were  called  Pain- 
ires,  when  we  were  turned  out  of  the  public- houfes,  that  we  could 
not  meet  there. 

®>  Then  you  went  to  Mr.  Walker's  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  opened'that  hcufe  for  us. 

"S>    What  door  did  you  go  in  at  ? 

AlI  The  back  door  in  general ;  1  never  went  in  at  the  iront  door 
in  my  life,  but  at  the  fecond  time. 

o.  Did  others  go  in  at  the  back  door  or  not  ? 

Jf.  Some  went  in  at  the  front,  fome  at  the  back  door. 

p.  What  were  you  afraid  of? 

■Jf.   I  was  afraid,  as  much  as  any  thing,  of  theconltables. 

q.  Po  you  know  whether  they  were  watching  you  or  not  ? 

Ji,  1  knew  they  were. 

Q,  What  conftables  were  watching  you  ? 

-/,  The  different  conftables  of  the  town  ;  I  think  the  deputy  of 
Sa^'ord  was  watching  us  as  much  as  any  body.  Mr.  Walker  lent 
cut  different  men  to  watch  them  ;  there  are  men  in  the  bar,  that 
if  they  would  (peak  the  truth,  know  they  went  out  to  watch 
tiretfo 

Thomas  Dwin. 
Crofs -examined  by  Mr.  ErMum 

Q,  What  is  your  Christian  name  ? 

»•<  Thomas  Dunn. 

q.  Why  do  you  call  it  your  Chriflian  name  ? 

A.  J  was  brought  up. by  that. 

Qr  Was  you  ever  chrHlened  ? 

s?.  1  hope  lo. 

Q.  Then  you  forgot  that  circumnancc  formerly — do  you  hear 
tne  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q".  You  forgot  that  circumflance  once  of  your  having  been  chrif- 
tened. 

A-  Have  I  ?  lw)w  long  fince  ? 

Q.  Do  you  remember  ever  having  been  afked  the  queflion  ? 

A.  I  remember  you  afked  me  what  my  name  was,  and  I  anfvver- 
ed  vou  that  mv  name  was  Thomas  Dunn. 

Q,  Was  yon  never  aikea  at  any  other  time,  and  by  any  body  elfe? 

A.  Very  well,  and  fuppofe  I  chooie  to  tell  this  or  that. 

Q,  But  you  happened  to  be  upon  your  oath  at  the  time  I  am 
fpeaking  of. 

Al.  I  am  fpeaking  now,  that  my  name  is  Thomas  Dunn,  and 
tip  on  my  oath  I  am  {'peaking,  I  know  what  you  are  upon  Mr.  Er- 
fkine  ;  I  tell  you  in  tins  place,  that  I  defy  you,  though  the  learn* 
ed  Mr.  Erfkine  is  come  down  here  to  infult  me, 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  You  mud  behave  properly. 

-4.  I  have  fcrved'his  mnjefty  for  years,  and  would  ferve  him  to 
day  ;  is  Mr.  Erfkine  to'difprove  my  name  ? 

Mr.  Juflice  Heath.  You  mult  not  put  yourfeif  in  a  pnftibn,  but 
iehare  decently. 
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Mr.  Erjkhic.  I  wifh  this  worthy  gentleman  mny  he  left  to  him- 
felf  fubjecl  only  to  your  LordiTiip's  interpefition  when  he  mifbe- 
haves.  You  will  find  I  am  not  lb  eafily  put  out,  as  you  fancy  ; 
therefore  I  will  refume  my  queftion  again  :  Was  you  n^ver  afked, 
when  you  was  (worn  to  {'peak  the  trutli,  whether  you  had  been 
ehriHened  or  not,  and  what  anfwer  did  you  give  ? 

A.  No,  never  in  my  life. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  {wear,  that  fuch  a  queftion  was  never  put  to 
you  in  a  court  of  juftice,  when  you  came  forward  to  convict  one  of 
thefe  innocent  men  that  you  are  now  a  witnefs  againft  ? 

A*  Innocent  ! 

Q.  That  his  Lord/hip  and  the  Jury  are  to  try.  Was  that  quef- 
tion ever  put  to  you.  and  did  you  give  it  any,  and  what  anfwer  r 
I  am  in  no  hurry  ;  his  Lordfhip  will  have  the  gobdnefs  to  wait  for 
you. 

A.  If  you  will  fpeak  the  Words  over  again. 

Q.  Was  you  never  afked,  when  fworn  upon  theGofpeb  to  fpesk 
the  truth,  whether  you  were  chriitenedor  no,  and  what  anfwer  did 
yuo  give? 

A,  I  tell  you  I  never  was  in  my  life. 

n  .  Never  was  what? 

^.  I  never  was  aiked  whether  I  was  chrifxened  or  not*. 

q.  You  can  read,  I  take  it  for  granted  ? 

"^  No,  1  can  neither  read  nor  write. 

q.  There  is  fomething  wrote  up  there,  (oppofite  tfa  ivitnefs  boxy) 
which  otherwife  I  would  have  recommended  to  your  pcrufal  ?  -\ 

A,  I  am  quite  an  illiterate  man. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  told  you  I  wasefcme  down  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  infuiting  you  ? 

A.  What,  Mr.  Erfkine. 

Q.  You  feem  perfectly  familiar  with  my  name. 

A,  Yes,  and  I  know  your  perfon  too. 

-Q,,  Who  told  you  that  ? 

A.  No  gentleman  here  told  me.  . 

P.  How  came  you  to  know  ? 

2.  I  was  acquainted  the  night  before  laft  where  you  lodged  at 
Prefton. 

£.  Who  told  you  fo  ? 

A.  The  landlord,  that  you  and  Mr.  Walker  were  there  toge- 
ther. 

Q.  You  never  knew  any  thing  of  me  before  that  ? 

A.  O  yes,  I  faw  you  before;  I  know  more  of  you  than  you 
fancy. 

0.  Did  you  ever  fee  me  before  or  not  ? 


*  "When  Benjamin  Booth  wai  convi&ed  at  the  Manchefter  Seffiom,  upon 
Dunns  fole  evidence,  Duan  was  afked  if  he  had  ever  been  baptized  ;  to  which  he 
replied  in  the  negative. 

* 

f  "  Thou  {halt  not  bear  falfe  witnefa  againil  thy   neighbour. ', 
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A.  I  few  your  picture. 
(jr  That  is  all  ? 


,f-  Yes. 

£K  Was  that  all  you  meant  when  yoa  faidyou  knew  more  of  me 
than  I  fancied  ? 

A.  No,  I  could  tell  yoa   more.     (Here  Mr.  Juftice  Heath  inter' 
rnpted  Mr.  Erfkinc  hy  faying  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  this.) 

Q.  It  was  in   the  month  of  September  you  firll  went  to  this 
meeting  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  but  it  might. 

j£_.  Do  you  mean  to  fwear  that  it  was  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  mean  to  fwear  about  it. 

J£.  Do  you  know  what  month  it  was  in  ? 

A.  No. 

X>,  Do  you  know  what  year  it  was  in  ? 

A.  In  f  79  2. 

j?.  Do  you  remember  the  riot  at  Manchelter  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q  When  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  was  furrounded  and  attacked  I 

A.  I  remember  to  have  heard  of  it. 

Qj_  Was  it  before  or  after  that  ? 

A.  After. 

Q.  You  are  certain  of  that  I 

A'  Very  certain. 

Q.  The  firft  time  you  was  at  this  fbciety  was  after  the  riot  ? 

A.  Yes. 

th  How  long  do  you  think  it  might  be  after  the  riot,  fome  weeks, 
was  it  not  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  a  few  days. 

Qj,  Are  you  quite  fure  it  was  after  the  riot  I 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  think  about  a  few  days  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^.   Which  fociety  ditl  you  belong  to  ? 

A.  The  Reformation  Society. 

<?.   Was  you  elected  into  it,  or  did  you  go  upon  the  invitatioa 
of  any  body  ? 

A.  1  went  upon  the  invitation  of  one  Smith  and  M'Callum. 

<>K  Nobody  elfe  knew  you  there,  of  courfe,  that  conftituted  this 
fociety  ? 

A.  I  knew  two  or  three  of  them  when  I  went  in. 

<£.  The  reft  were  ftrangers  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<j>.  So  much  fo,  that  you  did  not  even  know  their  names,  nor 
they  you  ? 

A-  I  knew  them  by  fight ;  their  names  I  did  not  know. 

^.  At  the  next  meeting  you  faw  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<^  At  the  door  of  his  houfe,  I  think  you  tell  us,  you  met  him. 
Was  he  acquainted  with  you,  or  you  with  him  ? 

A.  1  never  faw  the  man  in  my  life  before,  not  to  know  him. 

^  Ke  found  out  that  you  were  an  Irifhman  by  your  tongue,  of 
courfe  ? 
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A-  Yes. 

gk  And  afked  your  bufinefs  ? 

A.  Yes, 

^.  You  told  him  you  were  going  to  the  fociety .? 

si.  Yes. 

<£.  Were  Smith  or  M'Callum  with  you  at  that  time  ? 

A.  No  perfon  but  myfelf. 

^.  Then  Mr.  Walker  knew  nothing  of  you  but  wkat  yeu  told 
him? 

A.  Juft  To. 

<£.  He  afked  you  whether  you  had  heard  from  Ireland  lately 
about  the  Volunteers? 

A.  Yes. 

gk  And  immediately  upon  that  he  rapped  out  what  you  told  us 
a  little  while  ago  about  the  conftitution  I 

A.  Yes. 

j^  And  then  you  went  to  the  fociety,  and  Mr.  Ycrke  took  the 
ehair  ? 

A-  It  was  not  that  night  that  Mr.  Yorke  took  the  chair. 

^  How  long  after  was  it  that  Mr.  Yorke  took  the  chair  ? 

A.  Avery  little  time  after. 

j^.  What  palled  the  night  of  the  day  you  faw  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  Nothing  tranfpired  more  than  was  cuftomary  in  the  place. 

<^.  You  faid  it  appeared  to  you  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  a. 
reform  of  parliament  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  ? 

A    I  thought  fo  at  the  firft  go  oft,  or  I  mould  never  have  joined 
it.  ^ 

<£.  You  Was  not  a  man  of  tbofe  bad  principles,  was  you  ? 

A    1  do  not  know  what  >  ou  may  call  bad  principles. 

j^  You  was  not  a  man  that  would  vvifh  to  overthrow  the  confti- 
tution, was  you? 

A-  No,  I  abfolutely  was  not  never  to  overturn  it ;  I  think  we 
never  could  have  abetter. 

j^.  So  I  think  too.     Then  you  always  was  of  that  mind  ? 

A    Yes,  I  was  always  of  that  principle. 
'  ^  That  it  would  be  better  to  reform  our  conftitution  by  peti- 
tions to  parliament  to  reform  it,  than  to  orerthrow  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  I  never  faw  a  defign  of  that  in  cur  fociety. 

^  You  never  faw  a  defign  to  overturn  the  conftitution  ? 
^  A-  No,  I  never  faw  any  defign,  or  the  leaft  motion  moved  to  pe- 
tition  parliament  for  a  reform. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  attend  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  the  number ;  but  I  dare  fay  forty  or  fifty. 

Q.  During  all  the  time  you  met,  what  do  you  believe  was  the  in- 
tention of  thefe  people? 

A.  I  believed  at  the  firft  go  off,  that  it  was  for  a  reform  ;  that  a 
petition  might  be  fent  up  to  parliament,  for  a  reform  in  parliament; 
then  I  perceived  every  thing  that  was  to  overthrow  the  conftitu- 
tion. 

Q.  How  foon  did  you  find  out  this  ? 

A.  I  forfook  it  as  foon  as  ever  I  found  it  out. 
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Q.  When  you  found  that  they  did  not  mean  a  petition  to  parlia^ 
fnent,  yoa  determined  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it  after 
that? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Then  how  came  you  ever  to  go  again,  when  Mr.  Walker, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  it,  told  you  before,  when  you  went  there 
the  fecot;d  time,  that  he  would  overthrow  the  conltitution  by  and 
by? 

A.  I  did  not  conceive  the  word  ;  I  was  not  abfolutely  up  to  that 
word;  I  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  word,  till  late. 

Q.  So,  when  he  afked  you  how  the  Volunteers  were  going  on, 
and  yoa  told  him,  very  well,  he  faid,  we  mail  overthrow  the  con- 
stitution by  and  by  ;  what  did  you  think  he  meant  ? 

A.  I  did  not  know  what  he  meant;  I  thought  we  might  have  a 
reform  ;  thai  was  what  I  wanted. 

Q.  You  thought  when  Mr.  Walker  faid,  we  /hall  overthrow  the 
conftitution  by  and  by,  that  he  meant  a  reform  ? 

A.  I  did  indeed,  upon  my  oath. 

Q.  When  von  heard  him  fay,  that  he  would  think  no  more  of 
cutting  the  King's  head  oif,  than  he  would  of  tearing  a  piece  of 
paper,  you  frill  thought  he  was  perfectly  friendly  to  the  conHitu- 
tion? 

A.  A  letter  was  read  with  refpecl  to  the  King  of  France  ,-  I  did 
not  know  but  he  might  be  guilty  ;  they  had  every  information  from 
France. 

q.  I  am  not  talking  of  the  King  of  France. 

A.  No,  Iatn  fpeakmg  that  there  were  letters  every  night  that 
the  tbciety  met,  coming  from  France.  I  thought  he  was  perfectly 
right. 

Q.  I  am  not  fpeaking  of  the  King  of  France,  but  of  our  King. 
When  you  heard  Air.  Walker  fay,  that  he  Ihould  think  no  more, 
as  you  tell  us,  of  cutting  the  King  of  England's  head  oiF,  than  of 
tearing  a  piece  of  paper,  how  came  you  to  go  afterwards  ? 

A.  Many  things  might  induce  me* 

Q.  You  was  always  a  Friend  to  the  King  and  Confcitution  ? 

A.v  Yes  I  always  fervedhis  Majefty,  and  will  fcrve  him  (till. 

Q.  And  always  thought,  till  you  left  the  fociety,  that  they  were 
people  that  meant  well  to  government,  and  meant  to  reform  ? 


d.  Yes. 


Q.  You  having ferved  the  King  by  fea  and  land,  having  fought 
for  him,  and  being  ready  to  fight  for  him  again,  how  came  you  to 
go  within  the  walls  of  that  place,  after  hearing  Mr.  Walker  make 
ufe  of  thofe  expreffions  of  him,  and  hearing  thofe  other  perfons 
talk  in  the  manner  you  fay  that  they  did,  of  your  own  fove- 
reign?  You  attended  forty  or  fifty  times  after  that,  you  fav  ? 

A.  Suppofe  I  did,  perhaps  I  went  there  to  learn;  I  don  t  know 
what  1  might  do. 

J^.  After  you  had  been  prefent  and  heard,  according  to  your  own 
■account,  abominable  treafon  agaiufl:  the  chief  magiflrate  of  the 
country,  your  own  gracious  Sovereign,  you  went  there  to  learn,  did 
you?  Now  when  you  heard  Mr.  Yorke  fay  he  was  going  through 
the  three  kingdoms,  to  know  what  force  could  be  collected  among 
the  different  focielies,  to  bring  in  the  French,  and  to  aid  them,  ir 
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the  French  landed,  how  came  you  to  go  to  this  place  as  a  lover  of 
your  King  and  country  ? 

A.  I  own  nvylelf  in  a  fault  to  attend  them  ? 

Q.  You  faid  juft  now,  you  thought  at  firft  going  off  they  were 
good  people,  and  you  never  left  them  till  you  round  the  contrary  ; 
now  did  you  leave  them,  did  you  voluntarily  go  and  give  any  in- 
formation about  what  you  knew  in  this  place,  or  did  you  not  con- 
tinue with  the  fociety  as  you  began  it,  till  you  was  taken  up  and 
put  in  cuftody  ? 

A.  I  was  not  put  in  cuftody. 

£K  Was  you  taken  up  ? 

A,  Yes. 

^.  You  was  arretted? 

A.  Yes. 

O.  Did  you  ever  open  your  mouth,  friend  as  you  was  to  you? 
King,  and  a  lover  of  your  country,  after  you  heard  thefe  people 
damning  the  King  every  night  for  months,  that  the  chairman 
ftated  he  would  go  round  and  collect  force  to  deftroy  his  Ivlajefcy, 
and  bring  in  the  French,  did  you  ever  utter  one  fyllable  of  this 
till  you  was  taken  up  and  arretted  ? 

A.  I  was  arretted,  but  not  put  in  cuftody. 

Qj  Was  you  not  carried  before  a  maglftrate? 

A.  I  was ;  I  will  acknowledge  every  thing  that  is  lawful  and 

Q.  So,  all  this  time  you  was  a  perfect  good  friend  to  your  King 
and  country  ? 

A.  I  had  an  opinion  quitfr  different  a  long  time  before. 

Q.  In  what  ? 

A.  Againft  what  I  faw  ;  I  did  not  like  the  French ;  I  think  if 
they  were  to  come  here,  if  we  had  the  fame  as  they  are  getting  in 
France,  we  mould  be  verv  bad. 

Qj  So  we  all  think;  fo  you  always  did  ? 

A.  I  did  not  always;  not  for  fome  little  time,  a  very  little 
time. 

£?.  I  fuppofe  you  ftayed  in  the  fociety  a  great  while  after  you  faw 
all  this  ? 

A.  No,  I  did  not ;  there  was  one  or  another  hanging  after  me 
to  belong  to  the  fociety. 

Q.  Did  you  not  ftay  in  the  fociety,  and  attend  the  meetings,  till 
you  was  taken  up  fcr  diftributing  a  paper  ? 

A.  It  was  a  conliderable  time  before  that. 

J2_.  Had  you  never  given  an  account  of  any  thing  you  are  giving 
to-day,  till  after  you  was  taken  up  and  carried  before  a  ma<n- 
ftrate  ? 

A.  No. 

£L«  You  was  never  it?  prifon  ? 

A.  No,  never  in  my  life. 

Qj  Nor  threatened'to  be  imprifonec!  ? 

A.  No. 

Qj  What  was  you  taken  up  for? — was  not  you  threatened  to  bt 
imprifoned  for  diftributing  a  hand-bill,  and  was  not  you  actually 
in  cuftody  ? 

A.  What  kind  of  hand-bill }  • 

i 
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Q  No  matter  what  kind  of  hand-bill;  were  ycti  not -taken  Up 
and  carried  before  Mr.  Griffith  ? 
J.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  fay  you  was  never  in  prifon  upon  that? 
A,  No,  he  gave  me  any  liberty  I  chofe. 
Qj  Allowed  you  to  go  where  you  pleaied  ? 

si*      -i  C5. 

<s\.  Then  you  never  was  committed,  was  you  ? 

A,  No. 

Q.  Was  not  you  in  the  New  Bailey  ? 

A%  Yes.- 

Qi  How  long  ? 

A.  A  conliderable  time. 

Q,  And  yet  not  a  prifoner  ? 

A*  I  walked  in  and  out  as  I  pleafed . 

Q.  How  came  you  to  choofe  to  be  there  ;  what  was  you  there 
for? 

A,  I  was  in  dread.  , 

Q.  Of  what  \ 

A.  Of  the  oppofite  party  ;  I  was  in  doubt  whether  they  would 
not  deftroy  me. 

Q.  And  lb  you  walked  out  when  you  pleated  ? 

A.  Occasionally,  when  1  faw  my  own  opportunity, 

<p.  You  might  have  gone  away  where  you  would? 

A,  Certainly  i  might. 

O,  How  much  drink  had  you  the  day  you  got  into  prifbft,  before 
you  made  your  confeffion? 

A*  I  might  have  fome  drink. 

j^.  Who  gave  it  you  ? 

A*  My  own  pocket. 

Q.  It  was  your  own  money,  was  it  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Nobody  elfe  gave  you  any  7 

A*  No,  upon  my  oath  ;  that  is  plump. 

Q,  Nobody  gave  you  any  fhrub  ? 

^.  Not  that  day. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  fhrub  the  next  day  ? 

■4,  Suppoie  a  gentleman  was  fo  friendly  as  to  give  me  a  glafs  of 
fhrub,  is  that  any  thing? 

Q.  I  am  not  finding  fault  with  it.     Who  was  it? 

A,  I  don't  know  whether  that  is  to  be  anfwered  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Law.  Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  -Erjhns.  I  do  not  wifh  to  prefs  the  gentleman. 

A.  I  got  a  glafs  of  fhrub,  certainly  ;  I  do  not  fuppofe  that  is 
any  material  matter. 

Mr.  jullice  Heath.  You  have  nothing  to  do  whether  it  is  mate- 
rial or  no  ;  anfwer  the  question. 

A.  I  got  a  glafs  of  fhrub  from  Mr.  Griffith's  houfe,  to  be  fure. 

Q.  Tell  me  whether  I  mifunderftood  you,  or  no,  that  you  hart 
ferved  the  King,  you  wifh  to  (erve  him,  you  love  him  as  every 
fubjedt  ought  to  love  him,  and  that  you  heard  all  thefe  exprefiions 
of  clanger  to  his  authority  mentioned  in  this  place,  then  you  muft 
necefTarily  havethought  Mr,  Walker  a  very  dangerous  and  wick* 
ed  man  from  this  ? 
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A*  I  always  thought  him  a  good  man. 
Q,  Not  after  that,  did  you? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  1  after  you  heard  him  fay  that  he  would  think  no  more 
of  breaking  the  oath  which  he  had  fworn  to  the  King,  that  you 
think  him  a  good  man  after  that ;  then  you  think  him  a  good  man 
now,  perhaps? 

A.  1  hope  there  may  be  a  reformation  in  him. 
q.  You  thought  him  then,  no  doubt,  and  think  now,  Uiat  he  is 
a  very  wicked  man  ;  but  you  hope,  as  every  good  man  mould, 
that  there  may  be  a  reformation  in  him  ? 
.  7'hat  is  my  hope. 

A.  Have  you  always  been  of  that  way  of  thinking;  it  is  your 
wi(h  he  mould  reform  ;  you  are  confeious  of  his  wickednefs  ;  is 
that  fo  ?  You  know,  if  that  be  true,  you  have  done  nothing  more 
than  your  duty  to  God  and  your  country,  in  the  oath  you  have  ta- 
ken to-day,  and  the  oath  you  took  before  the  Grand  jury,  you 
know  that  ? 

A.  I  know  that  very  well. 

*  Q.  You  know  you  are  bound  to  do  it  by  every  tiling  that  is  fi- 
crcd  ;  if  that  be  fo,  give  me  leave  to  nfk  you  how  you  came  to  be 
defirous  of  cfking  pardon  of  Mr.  Walker  for  having  wronged  him, 
for  having  fworn  falfe  ly  agaiufi:  him,  believing  him  to  be  what  you 
tell  ray  Lord  and  thefe  Gentlemen  now  :  you  never  perhaps  afked 
him  pardon  for  the  oath  yon  took  before  the  Grand  jury  ? 

A,  Never  hi  my  life, 

Q.  You  never  went  down  upon  your  knees  before  him,  and  beg- 
ged for  his  forgivenefs  for  the  crimes  which  you  had  committed  to 
his  prejudice  ? 

jl.  Never;  nor  I  never  will. 

<£.  You  never  laid,  did  you,  that  you  could  never  fleep  until  you 
had  done  him  jufHce,  and  that  you  was  determined  to  go  that  night 
to  find  hirn  out  ? 

.  No,  never  in  my  life. 

Qj  Then,  of  courfe,  it  is  not  true,  that  you  went  down  upon 
vour  knees,  that  you  wept,  and  held  your  hands  before  your  face, 
when  you  confefTed  the  perjury  that  you  had  committed  ? 

A.  1  don't  know  what  you  may  lay ;  you  may  fay  ju(l  as  you 
pleafe. 

Q.  Itis  all  a  falfehood,  and  an  invention  of  mine.  I  came  down 
here  to  infult  you,  and  am  keeping  my  word. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  never  faid  that  Mr.  Walker  never  had  been  guilty  of  any 
of  thofe  crimes  that  you  had  imputed  to  him  ? 

jl.  No,  I  never  did. 

p.  It  is  entirely  falfe  ? 

A,  I  allow  it  to  be  falfe,  the  greatefl;  falfehood  that  ever  was 
expreffed  in  a  court. 

Q.  Have  J  underftood  you  right,  that  three  of  them  had  damn- 
ed the  King,  at  the  early  parts  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Paul,  Mr. 
Walker,  and  Mr.  Jackfon? 

-^.  I  do  not  recollect. 

P.  Then  do  you  not  recolle&  that  Mr.  Jackfon  or  Mr.  Paul 
damn'd  the  King? 


^.  Yes,  I  do  very  well. 

^.  Mr.  Collier  damn'd  the  King? 

A.  "Yes. 

^  Let  us  hear  what  he  faid.     Collier  is  it  good  deal  given  to 

fwearing,  is  not.  he  ? 

A*  I  never  heard  him  in  my  life  fwear  before  that? 

j^.  What  did  he  fay? 

A.  He  came  in,  and  walked  round,  and  (aid,  he  is  guillotined  ; 
damn  him,  and  all  kings  !  1  wifli  they  were  all  guillotined  j  1  wifh 
they  were  all  ferved  fo,  he  faid. 


Thomas  Dunn, 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Wood. 

%.  Was  you  introduced  to  Mr.  Walker  and  his  brother  at  any 

time  lately? 

■^.  Yes,   Iwas. 

<?\.  When  was  that? 

A.  It  was,  I  think,  a  fortnight  this  day. 

<?>.  Who  was  it  that  brought  you  to  them? 

^.  One  Twifs. 

0..  Who  is  he? 

A.  He  lives  clofe  by  him. 

<s\  Is  he  a  fervant  of  Mr.  Walker? 

A.  He  works  for  him  I  think. 

Q.  When  you  was  brought  there  to  Mr.  Walker,  what  did  they 
fay  to  you? 

A'  They  did  not  fay  a  great  deal,  only  two  or  three  words  paf- 
fed;  Richard  Walker  faid  he  wondered  I  mould  deviate  from  my 
former  principles,  what  he  had  taken  me  to  be. 

Q  Was  there  onlyThomas  Walker  there,  and  Richard  Walker, 
&nd  Twifs  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  more.  There  were  fome  words  in  the 
indictment,  he  faid,  that  were  not  right,  and  I  corrected  them  the 
liext  day. 

Q.  You  mean  the  information,  Ifuppofe. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cockell.  What  has  Richard  Walker  to  do  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Walker?  <  , 

Mr.  Wood.  Was  Mr.  Thomas  Walker  there  ? 

A,  He  was. ; 

Mr.  Erfkine.  I  have  no  objection  to  your  afking  him  any  thing 
^bout  Richard  Walker. 

j£.  Did  you  never  go  by  the  name  of  Litchfield? 

A.  No,  never. 

Q.  Where  were  thefe  arms  placed  ? 

si.  In  the  warehoufe. 

Mr.  Wood.  How  high  was  the  warehoufe? 

A.  Three  or  four  ftories  high. 

Q.  At  a  considerable  height  \ 
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A.  Yes. 

£.  Could^tey  fhoulder  their  arms  in  it  \ 

A.  Yes.  * 

Mr.  Erfiz'me.  Pretty  near  as  high  as  this  place  ? 

A.  Not  quite. 


Thomas  K'mnajlo?i  (fworn.) 
Examined  by  Mr.  Topping, 

3.  You  are,  I  believe,  the  deputy-conftable  of  Salford  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£y.  And  have  been  fo  Tome  time  ? 

A.  Some  years. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  at  any  time  in  the  months  of  January 
and  February  laft,  watching  about  the  houfe  of  Mr,  Thomas 
Walker? 

A.  Yes,  in  the  months  of  January  and  February  1793,  I  did. 

Q.  You  watched  as  a  conftabie,  for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  who 
went  in  and  out  there? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  At  what  time  of  the  night  have  you  ufed  to  watch  there?  r, 

jl.  I  went  a  little  after  fix,  and  generally  itayed  till  nine. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  repeatedly  during  thefe months? 

A.  Yes,  I  went  frequently,  once  or  twice  a  week. 

Q.  Upon  the  nights  that  you  have  ufed  to  watch  there, 
once  or  twice  a  week,  who  have  you  feen  go  into  Mr.  Walker's 
houfe  > 

A.  I  faw  a  great  number  that  I  did  not  know.  I  faw  the  late 
witnefs,  Dunn,  go  in. 

Q.  Have  you  feen  M'Callurn,  go  in? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  John  Smith? 

<No. 

^  Do  you  know  William  Paul? 

A»  Yes,  well. 

q.  Have  you  feen  him  go  in? 

>   Yes. 

<>.  Have  you  feen  Samuel  Jackfon? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Cheetham? 

A,  Yes. 

£_.  Oliver  Pearfall? 

A.  Yes,  I  did  not  know  him  at  that  time ;  I  have  fincc  known  his 
name. 

£ .  Benjamin  Booth  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J2_.  Did  you  know  Henry  Yorke. 

A.  No. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  Dr.  Collier? 

4*  Ke  lives  next  door  to  Mr.  Walker. 
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Q.  You  don't  recolleft  whether  you  have  feen  him  or  not  ? 

A.  No. 

Qj  Have  you  feen  thefe  people  repeatedly  go  into  Mr.  Walker's 
Hpon  the  nights  you  have  been  watching? 

A.  I  have,  fome  of  them  many  times. 

Q.  Which  door  had  they-  uied  to  go  in  at ? 

A.  At  the  front  door. 

Q.  Have  you  feen  them  come  out? 

A.  Yes,  1  have  feen  them  come  out. 

Q.  How  had  they  nfed  to  come  out? 

A.  At  the  fame  door. 

Q.  How  were  they  admitted  ? 

A-,  A  very  gentle  tap  at  the  door ;  there  appeared  to  me  to  be  a 
fervant  attending  at  the  door,  who  feerned  to  know  their  faces  per-, 
fe&ly  well. 

Q.  How  long  had  they  ufed  to  remain  there  ? 

A.  From  the  time  I  faw  them  go  in,  to  the  time  of  their  coming 
out,  has  been  more  than  two  hours  ;  they  fometimes  came  out  and 
went  in  again. 

1    J2_.  And  fometimes  flayed  a  longer,  fometimes  a  fhorter  time,  I 
fuppofe  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  feen  various  other  perfons  befides  the  perfons  you 
mentioned,  go  there  ? 

A.  I  faw  a  great  number  of  perfons  whom  I  did  not  know. 

Qj  How  many  in  number  do  you  think  you  have  feen  go  in  of  an 
evening? 

A.  1  believe  I  have  feen  more  than  fifty. 

Qj  Were  thefe  tradefmen  of  the  town  that  you  were  acquainted 
with,  or  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  ? 

A.  A  great  majority  (eemedto  be  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  ; 
they  appeared  to  me  a  great  majority  to  be  mechanics  of  the  low- 
er order. 

Q.  Did  you  never  fee  them  come  in  or  go  out  at  any  door  but  at 
the  front  door  ? 

A.  I  have  feen  people  come  out,  but  they  might  be  his  ferVants 
out  of  the  warehoufe,  come  out  of  the  back  door. 

Q.  You  have  feen  people  come  out  at  the  back  door  ? 

A.  I  have,  but  they  might  be  Mr.  Walker's  fervants  for  aught  I 
-fcnow. 


Thomas  Kinnajlon. 

Crofs-e^ca mined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Cocked 

g.  Did  you  ever  knock  at  the  door  ? 
■d.  I  never  did. 

^.  Where  might  you  (land  at  this  time— you  are  rather  hard  of 
hearing? 
A.  1  am. 
Q.  How  did  you  hear  this  very  gentle  tap? 
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A.  1  was  not  deaf  then, 

Q_.  Was  you  clofe  to  the  door  ?  ± 

4.  There  was  a  wall  clofe  to  the  door;  I  leaned  againft  that  wall 
frequently. 

4,.  Did  you  know  the  perfons  of  thefe  men — had  you  feenthem 
before  ? 

A.  Yes,  many  times. 

Qj.  Where  had  you  feen  them  before  ? 

4*  Frequently  in  the  ftreets. 

Q^.  Don't  you  know  they  had  their  clubs  at  public  houfes,  and 
till  they  got  a  room,  it  was  held  at  Mr.  Walker's? 

A,  I  never  faw  them  at  the  public-houfes  ;  I  believe  I  mould  not 
have  been  admitted. 

Qj,  Were  thofe  perfons  that  you  faw  go  into  Mr.  Walker's  houfe f 
members  of  the  club  if 

A.  I  believe  they  were. 

Qj>  They  were  prevented  holding  the  clubs  at  the  public* 
houfes  ? 

A,  I  do  not  know  that. 

Q.  You  muft  know  that  ? 

<d.  No,  I  was  not  prefent. 

X>.  Have  you  not  feen  the  public  adverjjfements  appearing  in 
the  papers  ?  , 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  that  thefe  clubs  were  transferred  to  Mr. 
Walker's  houfe,  till  they  could  find  fome  place  at  which  to  meet  ? 

A,  I  do  not  upon  my  word  ;  I  know  the  landlords  figned  their 
names  in  the  public  papers,  that  they  would  not  admit  fuch  clubs, 
but  I  know  nothing  of  the  adjournments. 

X?.  Do  not  you  know,  that  after  the  landlords  had  fo  refufed  to 
receive  them,  at  the  defire  of  the  magiftrates,  that  they  met  at  a 
private  houfe,  which  was  attacked  by  a  mob  and  in  a  great  meafure 
<leftroyed  ? 

A%  No,  I  do  not. 


Thomas  Ktnnajhn, 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Topping, 

j£>.  You  had  not  an  opportunity,  from  thefituation  in  which  yoa 
was  out  of  doors,  of  obferving  any  thing  that  was  going  on  above 
flairs? 

A.  No ;  Mr.  Walker's  warehoufe  windows  are  in  the  yard  at 
the  back  part  of  the  houfe. 


End  of  the  Evidence  for  the  Crown* 
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Mr.  Erfkine. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

I  liflened  with  the  greated  attention  (and  in  honour  of  my  learn- 
ed friend  I  mnft  fay  with  the  greateil  approbation)  to  much  of  his 
addreis  to  yon  in  the  opening  of  this  Caufe  ;  it  was  candid  and 
manly,  and  contained  many  truths  which  I  have  no  intereft  to  deny  j 
one  in  particular  which  involves  in  it  indeed  the  very  principle  of 
the  defence,  the  value  of  that  happy  contiiunion  of  government, 
which  has  fo  long  exifted  in  this  ifland  :  i  hope  in  God  that  none  of 
us  will  ever  forget  the  gratitude  which  we  owe  to  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, and,  under  its  bleffing,  to  the  wifdom  of  our  forefathers, 
for  the  happy  ettablifliment  of  law  and  juftice  under  which  we 
live  ;  and  under  which,  thank  God,  my  clients  are  this  day  to  be 
judged  :  great  indeed  will  be  the  condemnation  of  any  man  who 
does  not  feel  and  act  as  he  ought  to  do  upon  this  fubject  ;  for 
f'urely  if  there  be  one  privilege  greater  than  another  which  the 
benevolent  Author  of  our  beings  has  been  pleafed  to  difpenfe  to  his 
creatures  fince  the  exigence  of  the  earth  which  we  inhabit,  it  is  to 
have  caft  our  lots  in  fucha  country  and  fuch  an  age  as  that  in  which  we 
live:  for  myfelf,  I  would  in  lpirit  proftrate  myielf  daily  and  hourly 
before  heaven  to  acknowledge  it,  and  inftead  of  coming  from  the 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Walker,  and  accompanying  him  at  Preiton,  (the* 
only  truths  which  the  witnefs  has  uttered  fince  he  came  into  court) 
if  1  believed  him  capable  of  committing  the  crimes  he  is  charged 
with,  I  would  rather  have  gone  into  my  grave  than  have  been 
found  as  a  friend  under  his  roof. 

Gentlemen,  the  crime  imputed  to  the  defendants  is  a  ferious  one 
indeed  ; — Mr.  Law  has  told  you,  and  told  you  truly,  that  this  in- 
dictment has  not  at  all  for  its  objeel:  to  condemn  or  to  question  the 
particular  opinions  which  Mr.  Walker  and  the  other  defendants 
may  entertain  concerning  the  principles  of  this  government  or  the 
reforms  which  the  wife(t.  governments  may  from  time  to  time  require : 
he  is  indeed  a  man  .of  too  enlarged  a  mind  to  think  for  a  moment 
that  his  country  can  be  ferved  by  interrupting  the  current  of  libe- 
ral opinion^  or  overawing  the  Jegal  freedom  of  EngHih  femiment 
by  the  terrors  of  criminal  profec'ution  :  he  openly  difavows  fuch  a 
fyftem,  and  has,  I  think,  even  more  than  hinted  to  us  ttiatthere  may 
be  feafons  when  an  attention  to  reform  may  be  falutary,  and  that 
every  individual  under  our  nappy  eftablifhment  has  a  right  upon 
this  important  (libjecl  to  think  for  himfelf. 

The  defendants  therefore  are  not  arraigned  before  you,  nor  even 
cenfured  in  obfervatJoji.  for  having  ailbciated  at  JVIancbelter  to  pro- 
mote what  they  felt  to  be  the  caufe  of  religious  and  civil  liberty  ; 
nor  are  they  arraigned  or  cenfured  for  leeking  to  collect  the 
fentiments  of  their  neighbours  and  the  public  concerning  the  necef- 
,  fity  of  a  reform  in  the  conftitutiori  of  parliament ;  thefe  fentiments 
and  objects  are  wholly  out  of  the  quefrion:  bui  they  are  charged 
with  having  unlawfully  confederated  and  conlpired  to  deitroy  and 
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overthrow  the  government  of  the  kingdom  by  open  force  ani> 
rebellion,  and  that  to  effect  this  wicked  purpcfe  they  exercifcd 
the  King's  fa bj eels  with  arms,  perverting  that  which  is  our  birth- 
right for  the  protection  of  our  lives  and  property  to  the  malignant 
purpofe  of  (upporting  the  enemies  of  this  kingdom  in  cafe  of  an 
invasion;  in  order,  as  my  friend  has  truly  laid,  for  1  admit  the 
confequence  if  the  fact  is  eflabiifhed,  in  order  to  make  our  country 
that  fceneof  confufion  and  defolation  which  fills  every  man's  heart 
with  difraay  and  horror  when  he  only  reads  or*  thinks  of  what  is 
tranfacting  at  a  diftance  upon  the  bloody  theatre  of  the  war  that 
now  reigns  in  the  world.  This,  and  nothing  different  or  Jets  than 
this,  is  the  charge  which  is  made  upon  the  defendants,  at  the  head 
of  whom  (lands  before  you  a  merchant  of  honour,  property,  cha- 
racter and  refpect ;  who  has  long  enjoyed  the  countenance  and 
friend&ip  of  many  of  the  worthiell  and  moft  iliuftrious  perfpns  in 
the  kingdom,  and  whofe  principles  and  conduct  have  more  than 
once  been  publicly  and  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  community 
of  which  he  is  a  member,  for  [landing  forth  the  friend  of  their 
commerce  and  liberties  and  the  protector  of  the  moft  eflential  pri- 
vileges which  Englifomen  can  enjoy  under  the  laws. 

Gentlemen,  Inch  a  profecution  againft  fuch  a  perfon  ought  to 
have  had  a  flrcng  foundation  ;  and,  indeed,  putting  privare  jufiice 
and  all  refpect  of  perfons  wholly  out  of  the  question,  fheald  not, 
but  upon  the  mod:  clear  conviction  and  the  molt  urgent  necefTIty, 
have  been  inftitntedat  all  :  we  are  at  this  moment  in  a  moft  awful 
and  fearful  crifis  of  affairs  ;  we  are  told  authentically  by  the  fove- 
reign  from  the  throne  that  our  enenres  in  France  are  meditating- 
an  invafion,  and  the  kingdom  from  one  end  to  another  is  putting 
In  motion  to  repel  it: — in  i'uch  a  (late  of  things,  and  when  the 
public  tranfactions  of  government  and  juftice  in  the  two  countries 
pafs  and  repafs  from  one  another  as  if  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind, 
is  it  a  politic  thing  to  prepare  this  foiemn  array  of  jufiice  upon  fucri 
a  dangerous  fubfect  without  a  reaionabie  foundation,  or  rather 
without  an  urgent  call,  and  at  a  time  too  when  it  is  our  common 
intereft  that  France  mould  believe  us  to  be  what  we  are  and  ever 
have  been,  one  heart  and  foul  to  protect  our  country  and  our  con- 
stitution ? — Is  it  wife  or  prudent,  putting  private  jnftice  wholly 
out  of  the  queflion,  that  it  fhould appear  to  the  councils  of  France, 
apt  enough  to  exaggerate  advantages,  that  the  judge  reprefenring 
the  government  in  the  northern  diltrtct  of  this  kingdom  fhould  be 
fittinghere  in  judgment  in  the  prefence  of  ail  the  gentlemen  whofe 
property  lies  in  the  country,  affembled,  I  obferve,  upon  the  occa- 
lion,  and  very  properly,  to  witnefs  in  interelling  a  procefs,  to 
trace  and  to  punifli  the  exiitence  of  a  rebellious  conspiracy  to  fup- 
port  an  invafion  from  France  ?  A  confpiracy  not  exifting  in  a  fmgle 
diflrict  alone,  but  maintaining  itfelf  by  criminal  concert  and  cor- 
respondence in  every  diflrict,  town,  and  city  in  the  kingdom  ;  pro- 
jecting nothing  lefs  than  the  utter  deftruction  and  fubverfion  of  all 
the  authorities  of  the  country  :  Good  God  !  can  it  be  for  the  inte- 
refl  of  government  that  iuch  a  ftate  of  this  country  mould  go 
forth  ? — Unfortunately  the  rumour  and  effect  of  this  day's  bufinefs 
will  fpread  where  the  evidence  may  not  travel  with  it  to  ferve  as 
an  antidote  to  the  mifchief;  for,  certainly  it  never  will  nor  can  be 
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believed  in  France,  or  in  Europe,  who  know  the  fpirit  of  our  laws, 
what  we  are  witnefles  to  to-day  ;— it  never  will  be  credited  that  all 
this  ferious  procefs  has  no  foundation  either  in  fact  or  probability, 
and  that  it  (tanas  upon  the  Tingle  evidence  of  a  common  foldier,  or 
rather  a  common  vagabond,  difcharged  as  unfit  to  be  a ioldier ;  a 
wretch,  loll  to  every  fenfe  of  God  and  religion,  who  avows,  that, 
he  has  none  for  either,  and  who  is  incapable  of  obferving  even 
common  decency  as  a.witnefs  in  the  court :  this  will  never  be  be- 
lieved, and  ihe  country,  whole  heft  fheng'h  at  home  and  abroad  is 
the  opinion  and  confidence  of  foundnefs  in  all  its  members,  will 
falter  from  the  credit  which  government  will  receive  for  the  jultice 
of  This  proceedinp'. 

What   then  can.  be  more  beneficial  than  that  yen  mould  make 
hade  as  public  and  private  men  to  undeceive  the  world,  to  do  juf- 
tice  to  your  fellow  fubjects,  and  vindicate  your  countrv  : — what 
cad  be  more  beneficial  thau  that  you,  as  honeft  men,  mould  upon 
your  oaths  pronounce  and  record   bv    your  verdict,  that  however 
Englishmen  may  differ  in  religious  opinions,  which  in  fuch  a  land 
of  thinking  ever  rnuO:  be  the  cafe  ;  that  however  they  may  feparate 
in  political  Speculations  as  to  tbe'wifeft.  and  bed:  formation  of  a 
houfc  of  commons  ;  that  though   fome   may  think   highly  of  the 
church  and  its  effabiimment,  whiHi  others,  but  with  equal  iincerity, 
prefer  the  worfhip  of  God  with  other  ceremonies,  or  without  any 
ceremonies  ;   that  though  fome  may  think  that  it  is  unfafe  to  touch 
the   cof -ftitutum  at  this  particular  moment,  and  fome  that  at  no 
lime  it  is'fafe  to  touch  it,  while  others  think  that  its  very  exiftence 
depends  upon  immediate  reformation,  and  that  this  is  of  all  feafons 
the  wife  it  for  men  of  rank  and  property,  while  yet  they  have  au- 
thority and  influence,  to  employ  thefe  high  trufls  of  high  (ration 
for  the  univerfal  good  ;  what  can  be  more  beneficial  than  that  5  our 
verdict   mould  eflablim  that   though  the  country  is  thus  divided 
upon  thefe  political  fubjects,    as  it  ever  has  been  in  every  age  and 
period  of  our  hiftory,  yet  that  we  all  recollect  that  we  live  in  the 
land  which  our  fathers  have  left  us  as  an  inheritance,  that  we   all 
know  and  feel  we  have  one  common  duty  and  one  common  intereft, 
and  that  we  are  all  ready  to  ft  and  or  fall  by  our  country  :  this  will 
be  the  language  of  your  verdict  whatever  you  yourielves  may  think 
upon  thefe  topics  connected  with,  but  (till  collateral  to  the  caufe  : 
— -whetber  you  faali  approve  or  difapprove  of  the  opinions  or  ob- 
jects of  the  defendants.,  1  know  that  you  will   ftill  with  one  mind 
revolt  with  indignation  at  the  evidence  you  have  heard,  when  yon 
fhall  have  heard  alfo  the  observations  I  have  to  make  upon  it,  and, 
what  is  far  more  important,  the  facts  I  (hall  bring  forward  to  en- 
counter it  ;  to  thefe  lail  wordslbeg  your  particular  attention  :  1  fay 
when  you  mall  hear  the  faffs  with  which  1  mean  to  encounter  the  cvi' 
dentt,  becaufe  my  learned  friend  has  fuppofed  that  I  had  notbing 
with  which  to  fupportthe  caufe,  but  by  railing  at  his  witnefs  and 
endeavouring  to  traduce  his  character  by  calling  others  to  reproach 
it  :  he  has  faid  that  I  could  encounter  his  teftimony  by  110  ine  fa  ft, 
but  that  he  had  only  to  apprehend  the  influence  which  my  addrefs 
ni'-Vnt  have  upon  you  ;  as  if  I,  an  utter  llranger  here,  could  have 
any  poflible  weight  or  influence,  to  oppofe  to  him  who  has  been 
fa  long  known  and  honoured  in  this  place 
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Bat  although  my  learned  friend  Teems  to  have  expected  no  adverfe 
evidence,  he  appears  to  have  been  apprehenfive  for  the  credit  and 
confldency  of  his  own  ;  for  he  has  told  you  that  we  have  drawn 
this  man  into  a  lure  not  uncommon  for  the  purpofe  of  entrapping 
witnefles  into  a  contradiction  of  tedimorry  ;  that  we  have  enfnarcd 
him  into  the  company  of  perfons  who  have  drawn  him  in  by  inil- 
dious  quedions,  and  written  down  what  he  has  been  made  to  de- 
clare to  them  in  detraction  of  his  original  evidence,  for  the  wick- 
ed purpofe  of  attacking  the  {"worn  teflimony  of  truth  and  cutting 
down  the  confequences  which  would  have  followed  from  it  to  the  de- 
fendants. If  fuch  a  fcene  of  wickednefs  has  been  practiced  it  mud 
be  known  to  the  witnefs  himfelf,  yet  my  learned  friend  will  recol- 
lect that  though  he  made  this  charge  in  his  bearing  before  his  exa- 
mination, he  has  pofitively  denied  the  whole  of  it;  fori  puv  it  to 
him  point  by  point,  purfuiog  the  opening  as  my  guide  :  the  witnefs 
denies  that  he  has  been  drawn  into  any  lure  ;  he  denies  that  any 
trap  has  been  laid  for  him  ;  he  denies  that  he  has  been  afked  any 
quedions  by  any  body  ; — if  1  am  miflaken  I  defire  to  be  corrected, 
and  particularly  fo  by  my  !earned  friend,  becanfe  I  wifh  to  date  it 
as  it  is  ; — he  has  then  denied  all  thefe  things  ;  he  has  further  fworn 
that  he  never  acknowledged  to  Mr.  Walker  that  he  had  wronged 
or  injured  him,  or  that  the  evidence  he  had  given  againfl  him  was 
falfe  ;  that  he  never  had  gone  down  upon  his  knees  in  his  prefence, 
to  implore  his  forgive nefs  ;  that  he  never  held  his  hands  before  his 
face  to  hide  the  tears  that  were  flowing;  down  his  face  in  the  mo- 
ment  of  contrition,  or  of  terror  at  the  conference  ot  his  crimes  : 
all  this  he  has  pofitively  and  repeatedly  fworn  in  anfwer  to  quef- 
tions  deliberately  put  to  him;  and  inflead  of  anfwering  with  doubt 
or  as  trying  to  recollect  whether  any  thing  approaching  fuch  are- 
prefentation  had  happened,  he  put  his  hands  to  his  fides  and  laugh- 
ed, as  you  faw,  at  me  who  put  the  queltions,  with  that  fneer  of 
contempt  and  infolence  which  has  accompanied  the  whole  of  his 
evidence,  on  my  part  at  lead:  of  his  examination  : — it  nothing 
therefore  was  at  flake  but  the  dedruetion  of  this  man's  evidence 
and  with  it  the  profecution  which  reds  for  its  whole  exidence  upon 
it,  I  mould  proceed  at  once  to  confound  him  with  teftimony,  the 
truth  of  which  my  learned  friend  himfelf,  will  I  am  fure  not  bring 
into  quedion  ;  but  as  I  wifii  the  whole  conduct  of  my  clients  to 
dand  fairly  before  you  and  not  to  red  merely  upon  pofitive  fw ear- 
ing deftruciive  of  pofltive  teftimony,  and  as  I  wifh  the  evidence 
I  mean  to  bring  before  you  snd  the  falfehood  of  that  which  it  op- 
pofes  to  be  clearly  underflood,  I  will  date  to  you  how  it  has  hap- 
pened that  this  ft  range  profecutiori  has  come  before  yon. 

The  town  of  Mancheder  has  been  long  extremely  divided  in  re- 
ligious and  civil  opinions,  and  while  1  wifh  to  vindicate  thefe 
whom  I  represent  in  this  place  I  defire  not  to  inflame  differences 
which  I  hope  in  a  fhert  feafon  will  be  forgotten ;  i  wifh  en  the 
contrary  that  every  thing  which  proceeds  from  me  may  be  the 
means  of  conciliating  rather  than  exafperafing  indentions  which 
have  already  produced  much  mifchief,  and  which  perhaps  but  for 
the  leflbn  of  to-day  might  have  produced  much  more. 

Gentlemen,  you  all  know  that  there  have  been  for  centuries 
pad  in  this  country  various  feels  of  Chridians  worshipping  God  ia 
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different  forms,  and  holding  a  diverfity  of  religious  opinions  ;  and 
that  the  law  has  for  a  long  ieafon  deprived  numerous  clafles,  even 
of  his  Majefty's  proteftanr  fubjects,  of  privileges  which  it  confers 
upon  the  ret  of  the  public,  fetting  as  it  were  a  mark  upon  them 
and  keeping  them  below  the  level  of  the  community,  by  Shutting 
them  out  from  offices  of  trull  and  confidence  in  the  country :  whe- 
ther i.hefe  laws  be  wife  or  unwife,  whether  they  ought  tote  con- 
tinued or  aboHfhed,  are  quedions  for  the  legislature  and  not  for 
us  ;  bat  thus  much  I  am  warranted  in  laying,  that  it  is  the  undoubt- 
ed privilege  of  every  man  or  ciafs  of  men  in  England}  to  petition 
parliament  for  the  removal  of  any  fyflem  or  law,  which  either  ac- 
tually does  aggrieve  or  which  is  thought  to  be  a  grievance  :  im- 
preiied  with  the  fenfe  of  this  inherent  privilege  this  very  Conftitu- 
tional  Society,  which  is  fnppofed  by  my  learned  friend  the  attor- 
ney general  to  have  Parted  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with 
France,  for  the  purpofe  of  destroying  the  conftitution,  this  very  fo- 
ciety  owed  its  birth  to  the  affertion  of  this  indifputable  birth  right 
of  iinglifhmen,  which  the  authors  of  this  profecution  mod  rafhly 
thought  proper  to  ftigmatize  and  refift.  It  is-well  known  that  in 
1790  the  Dirfenters  in  the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  were  fo- 
licitous  to  bring  before  parliament  their  application  to  put  an  end 
for  ever  to  all  divisions  upon  rtiigious  fubjects,  and  to  make  us  all, 
what  I  look  forward  yet  to  fee  us,  one  harmonious  body,  living 
like  one  family  together  ;  it  is  alfo  well  remembered  with  what 
zeal  and  eloquence  that  great  queftion  was  managed  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  Mr,  Fox;  and  the  large  majority  with  which  the 
repeal  of  the  Teft  Acts  was  rejected  ;  it  feems  therefore  iirange 
ihat  the  period  o£  this  rejection  mould  be  conlidered  as  an  sera  ei- 
ther of  danger  to  the  church  or  of  religious  triumph  to  Chriftians  ; 
nevertheless,  a  large  body  of  gentlemen  and  others  at  Manchefterj 
whofe  motives  I  am  far  from  wifhiug  to  fcrutinize  or  condemn, 
conlidered  this  very  wifh  of  the  Dirfenters  as  injurious  to  their 
rights,  and  as  dangerous  to  the  church  and  (late  ;  they  published 
advertifements  expreflive  of  thefe  fentiments,  and  the  rejection 
of  the  bill  in  the  commons  produced  a  fociety  ftiled  the  Church 
and  King  Club,  which  met  for  the  jfirit  time  to  celebrate  what  they 
called  the  glorious  deciGon  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  rejecting 
the  prayer  of  their  diflenting  brethren. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  not  for  me  to  fay,  that  it  was  unjuft  or  impo- 
litic in  parliament  to  reject  the  application  ;  but  furely  I  may 
without  offence  fuggeft,  that  it  was  hardly  a  fit  fubject  of  triumph 
that  a  great  number  of  fellow  fubjects,  amounting  I  beiieve  to- 
more  than  a  million^  in  this  country,  had  mifcarried  in  an  object 
which  they  thought  beneficial,  and  which  they  had  a  tnoft  unquef- 
uonable  right  to  fubmit  to  the  government  under  which  they  liv- 
ed ,-  yet  for  this  caufe  alone,  (France  and  every  other  topic  of eon- 
trover  fy  being  vet  unborn,)  svas  the  Church  and  King  held  forth 
ro  be  in  danger  ;  a  fociety  instituted  for  their  protection,  and  an 
uniform  appointed  with  the  church  of  Manchefter  upon  its  button. 

Gentlemen,  without  calling  for  any  cenfure  upon  this  proceed- 
ing, bur  leaving  it  to  every  man's  own  reflection,  is  it  to  be  won- 
dered at  or  condemned,  that  thofe  who  thought  more  largely  and 
liberally  on  fubjects  of  freedom  both  civil  and  religious,  but  wh<^ 
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found  themfelves  perfecuted  for  fentiments  and  conduct,  the  mod: 
avowedly  legal  and  conftitutional,  fhould  aiTociate  for  the  fupport 
of  their  rights  and  privileges  as  Englishmen,  and  afiemble  to  con- 
lider  how  they  might  beft  obtain  a  more  adequate  reprefentation 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament. 

Gentlemen,  this  fociety  continued  with  thefe  objects  in  view 
until  the  ifluing  of  the  proclamation  againlt  Republicans  and  Le- 
vellers, calling  upon  the  magiftrates  to  exert  themfelves  through- 
out the  kingdom  to  avert  fome  danger  with  which  it  feems  our  ru- 
lers thought  this  kingdom  was  likely  to  be  vifited  ;  of  this  danger 
or  the  probability  of  it  either  generally  br  at  Manchefrer  in  parti- 
cular my  learned  friend  has  given  no  evidence  from  any  quarter 
but  that  of  Mr.  Dunn  ;  he  has  not  proved  that  there  has  been  in 
any  one  part  of  the  kingdom  any  thing  which  could  lead  govern- 
ment to  apprehend  that  meetings  exi&ed  for  the  purpofes  pointed 
at;  but"- that  is  out  of  the  queftion;  government  had  a  right  to 
think  for  iifelf  and  to  iftue  the  proclamation  ;  the  publicans  how- 
ever, (as  it  appears  upon  the  crofs  examination  of  the  witnefs,"* 
probably  directed  by  the  miglftrates,  thought  fit  to  mut  up  their 
fioufes  opened  by  immemorial  law  to  all  the  King's  fu  ejects,  and  to 
refufe  admiffion  to  all  the  gentlemen  and  traclelmen  of  the  town 
who  did  not  affbciate  under  the  banners  of  this  Church  and  King 
Club  :  this  illegal  proceeding  was  accompanied  with  an  advertife- 
ment  containing  a  vehement  libel  againft  all  thofe  perfons  who 
under  the  protection  of  the  laws  thought  themfelves  as  much  at 
liberty  to  confider  their  various  privileges,  as  others  were  to 
maintain  the  eftablifnment  of  the  church.  Upon  this  occailcn  Mr. 
Walker  honourably  flood  forth,  opened  his  houfe  to  this  Conftitu- 
tional  Society  at  a  time  when  they  mud  otherwise  have  been  in  the 
ftreets  by  a  combination  of  the  publicans  to  reject  them.  Now, 
Gentlemen,  I  put  it  to  you  as  men  of  ^honour,  whether  it  can  be 
jufHy  attributed  to  Mr.  Walker  as  feditious  orhoftile  to  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country,  that  he  opened  his' houfe  to  a  fociety  of  Gen- 
tlemen and  tradefmen,  whofe  good  principles  he  was  acquainted 
with,  who  had  been  wantonly  oppofed  by  this  Church  and  King 
Club,  whofe  privileges  they  had  never  invaded  or  queftioned,  and 
againft  whom,  in  this  day  of  trial,  there  is  no  man  to  be  found 
who  can  come  forward  to  impeach  an  act  they  have  done,  or  a  fyl- 
lable  they  have  uttered  :  vehement  as  tbedefire  moil:  apparently  has 
been  to  bring  this  Gentleman  and  his  aflbciates  as  they  are  called 
to  juftice,  yet  not  one  magistrate,  no  man  of  property,  part  or 
figure  in  this  town  or  its  neighbourhood,  no  perfon  having  the 
King's  authority  in  Manchefter  or  the  county,  have  appeared  to 
prove  one  fact  or  circumflance  from  whence  even  the  vaguefr.  fuf- 
picion  could  arife,  that  any  thing  criminal  had  been  intended  or 
tranfacted  :  no  Gonftable  who  had  ever  been  fent  to  guard  left  the 
peace  might  be  broken  or  to  make  enquiries  for  its  prefervation  ; 
not  a  paper  feized  throughout  England,  nor  any  other  profecution 
inftituted  except  upon  the  evidence  of  the  fame  miferabie  wretch 
who  (lands  before  you,  but  the  town,  neighbourhood,  and  eountv, 
were  in  the  fame  profound  date  of  tranquillity  as  they  are  at  the 
moment  I  am  addreffing  you. 
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Gentlemen,  at  the  time  parliament  aiTembledat  the  end  of  1792, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  thefe  unhappy  differ- 
ences were  foidenly  (and  as  yon  will  fee  from  no  fault  of  Mr. 
Walker)  brought  to  the  crilis  which  produced  this  trial :  a  meet- 
ing  was  nek!  in  Mancheiter  to  prepare  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
King  ior  having  embodied  the  militia  during  the  recels  of  parlia- 
ment and  for  having  put  the  kingdom  into  a  pofture  of  defence; 
and  1  do  .iot  fe'ek  to  question  the  meafure  of  government  which 
gave  rife  to  this  approbation  or  the  approbation  itfelf  which  they 
Kai  a  right  to  bellow  ;  but  others  had  an  equal  right  to  entertain 
ot-h er  opiriipns  ;  on  all  public  meafares  the  decifion  undoubtedly  is 
wH.i  government,  but  the  people  at  the  fame  time  have  a  right  to 
think  upon  them  and  to  expreis  wnat  they  think; — furely  war  of 
all  other  iubjeets  is  one  which  the  people  have  a  right  to  conftder  ; 
furely  it  can  be  no  oiFence  for  thofe  whofe  properties  were  to  be 
taxed  and  whofe  inheritances  were  to  be  lellened  by  it,  to  paufe  a 
little  upon  the  eve  of  a  conteft,  the  end  of  which  no  man  can  fore- 
fee,  the  expenees  of  which  no  man  can  calculate,  nor  cflimate  the 
blood  to  Bow  from  its  calamities  ;  furely  it  is  a  liberty  fecurea  to 
us  by  the  iirfi  principles  of  our  conftitution  to  addrefs  the  Sovereign, 
or  infract  our  reprefentatives,  to  avert  the  greateft  evil  thar  can 
impend  over  a  nation. 

Gentlemen,  one  of  thofe  focieties  called  the  Reformation  Soci- 
ety met  to  exerciie  this  undoubted  privilege,  and  in  my  mind  upon 
the  fitted  occahon  that  ever  preiented  itfelf;  yet  mark  the  mode- 
ration of  Mr.  Walker,  whofe  violence  is  arraigned  before  you  : 
though  he  was  no  member  of  that  body,  and  though  he  agreed  in 
the  propriety  of  the  meafure  in  agitation,  yet  he  went  to  their 
meeting,  fuggefted  to  them  that  tneir  opposition  might  be  made  a 
pretence  for  tumuit,  that  tranquillity  in  fuch  a  crifis  was  by  every 
means  to  be  promoted,  and  therefore  advifed  them  to  abttain  from 
the  meeting:  fo  that  the  other  meeting  was  left  to  carry  their  ap- 
probation of  government  and  the  war,  without  a  diffenting  voice  : 
if  ever  therefore  there  was  a  time  when  the  Church  and  King 
might  belaid  to  be  out  of  danger  at  Manchefter,  it  was  at  this  mo- 
ment; yet  on  this  very  day  they  hoifted  the  banners  of  alarm  to 
both,  they  paraded  with  them  through  every  quarter  of  the  town ; 
mobs  by  degrees  were  collected,  and  in  the  evening  of  this  very 
eleventh  of  December  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  and  others  were  attack- 
ed ;  you  will  obferve  that  before  this  day  no  man  has  talked  about 
tfrms'at  Mr.  Walker's :— vif  an  honourable  gentleman  upon  the 
Jury  who  has  been  carefully  taking  notes  of  the  evidence  will 
\i?.,ve  the  goodnefs  to  refer  to  them,  he  will  find  that  it  was  not  till 
near  a  week  after  this,  (fo  Dunn  exprefles  it,)  that  a  (ingle  fire- 
jock  had  been  feen,  nor  indeed  does  any  part  of  the  evidence  go 
back  beyond  this  time,  when  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  was  thus  fur- 
rounded  and  attacked  by  a  riotous  and  disorderly  mob.  He  was 
aware  of  the  probable  confequences  of  fuch  an  attack,  he  knew 
by  the  recent  example  oi  Birmingham  what  he  and  others  profef- 
img  fentiments  of  freedom  had  to  expect;  he  therefore  got  toge- 
ther a  few  fire-arms,  which  he  had  long  had  publicly  by  him,  and 
an  inventory  of  which  with  the  reft  of  his  furniture  at  Barlow- 
Hall  had  been  taken  by  a  (worn  appraifer,  long  before  any  thing 
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connected  with  this  indictment  had  an  exiftenee ;  with  tbefe,  and 
the  afliltance  of  a  few  Ready  friends,  he  itood  upon  liis  defence; 
he  was  advifed  indeed  to  retire  for  fafety,  but  knowing  his  own 
innocence,  and  recollecViag  the  duty  he  owed  to  himfci!\  his  fa- 
mily and  the  public,  he  declared  he  would  remain  there  to  fupport 
the  laws  and  to  defend  liis  property  ;  and  that  he  would  perlfh  ra- 
ther than  furrender  thofe  privileges  which  every  member  of  the 
community  is  bound  both  from  interett  and  duiy  to  maintain: — to 
alarm  the  multitude  he  fired  from  the  windows  over  tbfeir  heads, 
and  difperfed  them  :  the  next  morning  ihey  afTembled  in  very  great 
numbers  before  his  houfe,  when  a  man  get  upon  the  church-yard 
wall,  and  read  a  mod:  violent  and  inflammatory  paper,  arcl  ha- 
rangued and  incited  the  populace  to /pull  the  houfe  down  ;  Jv-r. 
Walker  went  out  amongft  them,  and  e^poftulated  with  them,  tnd 
afked  why  they  had  difgraced  themfelves  fo  much  by  stacking  him 
the  night  before,  adding  that  if  he  had  done  any  of  them  or  any 
peribn  whom  they  knew  any  injury,  he  was,  upon  proof  o«  it, 
ready  to  make  them  every  fatisfaction  in  his  power — he  alio  tcld 
them,  that  he  had  fired  upon  them  the  night  before  becauie  they 
were  mad  as  well  as  druak,  that  if  they  attacked  him  again, 
he  would  under  the  fame  circumftances  act,  as  he  had  before  done, 
but  that  he  was  then  alone  and  unarmed  in  the  midd  of  them,  and 
if  he  had  done  any  thino;  wrong;  they  were  then  fober  and  had  him 
completely  in  their  power. 

Gentlemen,  this  was  mod  meritorious  conduct.  You  ail  live 
at  a  diitance  from  the  metropolis  and  were  probably  therefore  for- 
tunate enough  neither  to  be  within  or  nea*-  it  in  1780,  when  from 
beginniogs  fmaller  than  thofe  which  exhibited  themfelves  at  Biz* 
mingham,  or  even  at  Manchester,  the  metropolis  of  the  cotwtry9 
and  with  it  the  country  itfeif,  had  nearly  been  undone;  the  begin- 
ning of  thefe  things  is  the  feafon  for  exerdon:  I  (ball  never  indeed 
forget  what  1  have  heard  the  late  mild  and  venerable  magistrate 
Lord  Mansfield  fay  upon  this  fubjeel:,  whofe  houfe  was  one  of  ths? 
firft  attacked  in  London  ;  I  have  more  than  once  heard  hi*o  fay, 
that  perhaps  fome  blame  might  have  attached  upon  himfelf  and 
others  in  authority,  for  their  forbearance  in  not  having  directed 
force  to  have  been  at  the  firft  moment  repelled  by  force,  it  being 
the  highed  humanity  as  a  check  in  the  infancy  of  tumults. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Walker's  conduct  had  the  defired  effect:  lie 
watched  again  on  the  :3th  of  December,  but  the  mob  returned  no 
more,  and  next  morning  the  arms  were  locked  up  in  a  bed  cham- 
ber in  his  houfe  where  they  have  remained  ever  fince,  and  whete 
of  courfe  they  never  could  have  been  feen  by  the  vvitnefs  whofe 
whole  evidence  commences  above  a  week  fubfequent  to  the  iithof 
December,  when  they  were  finally  put  afide. 

Gentlemen,  this  is  the  genuine  hifiory  of  the  bufinefs,  and  it 
muft  therefore  not  a  little  iur  prize  you  that  when  the  charoe  is 
wholly  confined  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  Mr.  Law  mould  not  even  have 
hinted  to  you  that  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  had  been  attacked,  and 
that  he  was  driven  to  (land  upon  his  defence ;  as  if  fuck  2  thing 
had  never  had  all  exiftenee ,  indeed  the  armoury  which  muft  have 
.been  exhibited  in  fuch  a,  ligament  would  have  but  ill  fuitcd  the  ia- 
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cli&ment  or  the  evidence,  and  /  mud  therefore  undertake  the  ds- 
fcription  of  it  my f elf. 

The  arms  having  been  locked  up  as  I  told  you  in  the  bed-cham- 
ber, I  was  (hewn  lali:  week  into  this  houfe  of  confpiracy,  treafon^ 
and  death,  and  law  expofed  to  view  the  mighty  armoury  which 
was  to  level  the,  beautiful  fabric  of  our  conftitution,  and  to"  deftroy 
the  lives  and  properties  of  feven  millions  of  people;  it  confided, 
firflt  of  fix  little  fwivels  purchafed  more  than  five  years  ago  at  the 
fale  of  Livefey,  Hargrave,  and  Co.  (of  whom  we  have  all  heard 
fo  much)  by  Mr.  jackfon  a  gentleman  of  Manchefler,  who  is  alio 
one  of  the  defendants,  and  who  gave  them  to  Mailer  Walker,  a 
boy  about  ten  years  of  age  ;  fwivels  you  know  are  guns  fo  called 
becaufe   they  turn  upon  a  pivot,  but  thefe   were  taken  off  their 
props,  were  pointed,  and  put  upon  blocks  refembling  carriages  of 
heavy  cannon  and  in  that  fliape  may  be fairly  called  children's  toys; 
you  frequently  fee  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  adorning 
the  houies  of  fober   citizens,  who,  Grangers   to  Mr.  Brown  and 
his  improvements,  and   preferring  grandeur  to  tafte,  place  them 
upon  their  ramparts   at  Mile-End  or  Iftington:  having  been,  like 
Mr.  Dunn,   (I  hope  1  referable  him  in  nothing  elfe)  having  like  him 
fervtd  his  Majefty  as  a  foldier   (and   I  am  ready  to  ferve  again  if 
my  country's  fafety  fhould  require  it)  I  took  a  clofer  review  of  all 
I  faw?  and  obferving  that  the  muzzle  of  one  of  them  was  broke 
off,  I  was  curious  to  know  how  far  this  famous  confpiracy  had 
proceeded  and  whether  ,they  had  come  into  a£tion,  when  I  found, 
the  accident  had  happened  on  firing  a  feu  ds  joh  upon  his  Majefty's 
happy  recovery,  and  that  they  had  been  afterwards  fired  upon  the 
Prince  of  Wales'  birth  day.     Thefe  are  the  only  times  that  in  the 
hands  of  thefe  confpirators,  thefe  cannon  big  with  deftruction  had 
opened  their  little  mouths;  once  to  commemorate  the  indulgent 
and  benign  favour  of  Providence  in  the  recovery  of  the  Sovereign, 
and  once  as  a  congratulation  to  the  Heir  apparent  of  his  crown  on 
the  anniverfary  of  his  birth. 

I  went  next,  under  the  protection  of  the  m after-general  of  this 
ordnance  (Mr.  Walker's  chambermaid,)  to  vifrt  the  reft  of  this 
formidable  array  of  death,  and  found  next  a  little  mufketoon  about 
fo  high,  (defcrlbing  it  J  I  put  my  thumb  upon  it,  when  out  ftarted 
a  little  bayonet  like  the  Jack-in-a  box  which  we  buy  for  children 
at  a  fair ;  In  fhort,  not  to  weary  you  gentlemen,  there  was  juft 
men  a  parcel  of  arms  of  different  forts  and  fizes  as  a  man  collecting 
amongft  his  friends,  for  his  defence  againft  the  fudden  violence  of  a 
riotous  multitude,  might  be  expected  to  have  collected  ;  here  lay 
three  or  four  rufty  guns  of  different  dimenfions,  and  here  and  there 
a  bayonet  or  broad  fword  covered  over  with  duft  fb  as  to  be  almoft: 
undiftinguifhable  ;  for  notwithftanding  what  this  infamous  wretch 
Jias  fworn,  we  will  prove  by  witnefs  after  witnefs,  till  you  defire 
us  to  finifh,  that  they  were  principally  collected  on  the  nth  of 
December,  the  day  of  the  riot,  and  that  from  the  12th  in  the 
evening,  or  the  13th  in  the  morning,  they  have  been  untouched  as 
I  have  defcribed   them  ;  that  their  ufe  began  and  ended  with  the 
neceftity,  and  that  from  that  time  to  the  prefent  there  never  has 
been  a  fire-arm  in  the  warehoufe  of  any  fort  or  defcription ;  this 
Is  the  whole  on  which  has  been  built  a  proceeding  which  might 
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have  brought  the  defendants  to  the  punifhment  of  death,  for  both 
the  charge  and  the  evidence  amount  to  high  treafoii,  high  trea foil 
indeed  under  almod  every  branch  of  the  itatuie  ;  for  the  (acts 
amount  to  levying  war  againd  the  King  by  a  confpiracy  to  wreft 
bv  force  the  government  out  of  his  hands  ;  to  an  adherence  to  the 
King's  enemies,  and  to  a  compailing  of  his  death,  which  is  a  ne- 
cefFary  conference  of  an  invading  army  of  republicans  or  of  any 
other  enemies  of  the  date  ;  yet  notwithstanding  the  notoriety  of 
thefe  facts,  the  unnamed  profecutors  (and  indeed  lam  afraid  to 
dander  any  man  or  body  of  men  by  even  a  griefs  upon  the  fubjsct,) 
have  been  beating  up  as  for  volunteers,  to  procure  another  witnefs 
to  dedroy  the  lives  of  the  gentlemen  before  yoo,  againd  many  of 
whom  warrants  for  high  treafon  were  iffued  to  apprehend  them; 
Mr.  Walker  among  the  red  was  the  fubjeit  of  fuch  a  warrant,  and 
as  foon  as  he  knew  it,  he  behaved  (as  he  has  throughout)  like  a 
man  and  an  Englifhman  :  he  wrote  immediately  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  who  wasfummoned  here  to  day,  and  whofe  abfence  I  do  not 
complain  of,  becaufe  we  have  by  confent  the  benefit  of  his  tedimo- 
ny  ;  he  wrote  three  letters  to  Mr.Dundas,  one  of  which  was  deliv- 
ered by  Mr.  Wharton,  informing  him  that  he  was  in  London  on 
his  bufinels  as  a  merchant;  that  if  any  warrant  had  been  idiieti 
againd  him  he  was  ready  to  meet  it,  and  for  rha  purpofe  delivered 
his  addrefs  where  it  might  be  executed  *  :  this  Mr.  Walker  did 
when  the  profecutors  were  in  fearch  of  another  witnefs,  and  when 
this  Air.  Dunn  was  walking  like  a  tame  fparrow  through  the  New 
Bailey,  fed  at  the  public  or  fome  other expence,  and  fu-fered  to  go 
at  large,  though  arretted  upon  a  criminal  charge  and  lent  into  cuf- 
tody  under  it. 

And  to  what  other  circumdances  need  I  appeal  for  the  purity  of 
the  defendants^  than  that  under  the  charge  of  a  confpiracy  exten- 
live  enough  to  comprehend  in  its  tranfactions  (if  any  exided)  the 
whole  compafs  of  England,  the  tour  ot  which  was  to  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  Yorke,  there  has  not  been  one  man  found  to  utter  a 
fyllable  about  them,  no  not  one  man,  thanks  be  to  God,  who  has 
fo  framed  the  charadteridics  of  'ingliihmen,  except  the  folitary  in- 
famous witnefs  before  you,  who  from  what  I  have  heard  iince  I 
began  to  addrefs  you,  may  have  fpoken  the  truth  when  he  claimed 
my  acquaintance,  as  I  have  reafon  to  think  he  has  feenme  before 
in  a  criminal  court  of  judice. 

Having  now  for  the  fatisfaction  of  the  defendants  rather  than 
from  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  given  you  an  account  of  their  whole 
proceedings  as  I  mall  eftabliih  them  by  proof,  let  us  now  examine 
the  evidence  that  has  been  given  againd  them,  and  fee  how  the 
truth  of  it  could  ftand  with  reafon  or  probability,  fuppodng  it  to 
have  been  fworn  to  by  a  witnefs  the  mod  refpectable. 

According  to  Dunn's  own  account,  Mr.  Walker  had  not  been  at 
the  fird  meeting,  fo  that  when  he  firft  faw  Dunn  he  did  not  know 
either  his  perfon  or  his  name,  he  might  have  been  a  fpy  (God  knoWs 
there  are  enow  of  them)  and  at  that  feafon  in  particular,  inform- 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  i.  to  xi. 
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ers  were  to  be  expected,  Mr.  Walker  Is  fuppofed  to  have  faid  to 
liim,  "What  is  your  bnfmefs  here?"  to  which  he  anfwered,  "  I 
am  going  to  the  fbciety,"  which  entitled  him  at  once  to  admUiion 
without  further  ceremony  ;  there  was  nobody  to  {top  him,  was  he 
afked  his  name  ?  was  he  balloted  for  ?  was  he  queflioned  as  to  his 
principles  ?  No,  he  walked  in  at  once,  but  rirft  it  lecms  Mr.  Walk- 
er, who  had  never  before  feen  him,  enquired  of  him  the  news 
from  Ireland,  (obfervingby  his  voice  that  he  was  an  Irifhman)  and 
afked  what  the  Volunteers  were  about,  as  if  Mr.  Walker  could  pof- 
fibly  fuppofe  that  filch  a  perfon  was  likely  to  have  been  in  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  Ireland  which  told  him  more  than  report  mud 
have  told  every  body  elfe  ;  Mr.  Dunn  tells  you  indeed  he  was  no 
inch  perfon,  he  was  a  friend,  as  he  fays,  to  the  King  and  Conftitu- 
tion  which  Mr.  Walker  would  have  found  by  aiking  another  quef- 
t.ion,  but  without  further  enquiry  he  is  fuppoled  to  have  laid  to  him 
at  once,  "  we  thai!  overthrow  the  conftitution  by  and  by,*'  which 
the  moment  Dunn  had  heard,  up  walked  that  affectionate  fubject 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  into  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  where 
the  conftitution  was  to  be  fo  overthrown  ;  but  then  he  tells  you  he 
thought  there  was  no  harm  to  be  done,  that  it  was  only  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor,  and  the  public  good  ;  but  how  could  he  think 
fo  after  what  he  had  that  moment  heard  ?  but  he  did  not  know  it 
feems  what  Mr.  Walker  meant.  Gentlemen,  do  you  collect  from 
Mr.  Dunn's  difcourfe  and  deportment  to  day  that  he  could  not  rell 
but  that  a  man  meant  good  when  he  had  heard  him  even  exprefs 
a  wlfb  to  overthrow  the  government ;  would  you  pull  a  feather  out 
bf  a  fparrow's  wing  upon  the  oath  of  a  man  who  fwears  that  he 
believed  a  perfon  to  have  been  a  good  fubject  in  the  very  moment  he 
was  telling  him  of  an  intended  rebellion?  But  why  mould  1  fight 
a  phflntora  with  argument?  Could  any  man  but  a  driveller,  have 
poflibly  given  fuch  an  anfwer  as  is  put  into  Mr.  Walker's  mouth  to  a 
man  he  had  never  feen  in  his  life  ?  However  many  may  differ  from 
Mr.  Walker  in  opinion,  every  body  I  believe  will  admit  that  he  is 
an  acute,  intelligent  man,  with  an  extenfive  knowledge  gf  the 
world,  and  not  at  ail  likely  to  have  conducted  himfelf  like  an  idiot : 
what  follows  next? — another  night  he  went  into  the  warehoufe 
where  he  faw  Mr.  Yorke  called  to  the  chair,  who  faid  he  was  go- 
ing the  tour  of  the  kingdom  in  order  to  try  the  ftrength  of  the  dif- 
ferent focieties  to  join  fifty  thoufand  men  that  were  expected  to 
J  and  from  France  into  this  country,  and  that  Mr.  Walker  then 
faid,  "  Damn  all  kings — I  know  our  King  has  feventeen  millions 
*'  of  money  in  the  Bank  of  Vienna  although  he  won't  afford  any 
u  of  it  to  the  poor."  Gentlemen,  is  this  the  language  of  a  man 
of  fenfe  and  education  ?  if  Mr.  Walker  had  the  malignity  of  a  de- 
mon, would  he  think  of  giving  effect:  to  it  by  fuch  a  fenfelefs  lie  ? — 
When  we  know  that  from  the  immenfe  expence  attending  his  Ma- 
jefty's  numerous  and  illudrious  family  and  the  great  neceflities  of 
the  ftate,  he  has  been  obliged  over  and  over  again  to  have  recou rfe 
to  the  generofity  and  judice  of  parliament  to  maintain  the  dignity 
of  the  crown,  could  Mr.  Walker  ever  have  thought  of  inventing 
this  nonfenfe  about  the  Bank  of  Vienna,  when  there  is  a  Bank  too 
in  our  own  country  where  he  might  legally  invert  his  property  for 
himfelf  and  his  heirs  ?  but  Mr*  Walker  did  not  (top  there  ;  he  went 
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>n  and  faid,  li  I  fiionld  think  no  more  of  taking  off  t  lie  King's  head 
'  than  I  ihould  of  tearing  this  piece  of  paper."  All  this  happened  foon 
after  Dunn's  admiffion,  yet  this  man  who  reprefcnts  himfelf  to  you 
upon  his  oath  this  day,  as  havingbeen  uniformly  a  friend  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  as  far  as  he  underftood  it;  as  having  left  the  foci ety  as 
foon  as  he  faw  their  mifchievous  inclinations,  and  as  having  volun- 
tarily informed  againft  them,  I  fay  this  fame  friend  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  tells  you  a  lino  ft  in  the  fame  breath,  that;  he  continued  to  attend 
their  meetings  from  thirty  to  forty  times  where  high  treafon  was  com- 
vtitli?!^  w:.th  open  doors,  and  that  inftead  of  giving  information  of  his 
own  free  choice,  he  was  arretted  in  the  very  act  of  diftributing  fome 
feditious  publication. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  really  a  ferious  coniideration,  that  upon  fuch 
teftimony  a  man  ihould  even  be  put  upon  his  defence  in  the  courts 
of  this  country  ;  upon  fuch  principles  what  man  is  fafe  ?   1  was  in- 
deed  but   ill  at- eafe   myfclf  when   Mr.  Dunn  told  me   he   knew 
me  better  than  I  fuppofed,  what  fecurity  have  1   at  this  moment 
that   he  Jfhould   not  (wear  that  he  had  met  with  me  under   fome 
gate-way  in  Lancafter  and  that  I  had  faid  to  him,  "  Well,  Dunn,  I 
"  hope  you  will  not  fwear  againft  Mr.  Walker,  but  that  you  will 
iX  ftick  to  the  good  caufe  :  damn  all  kings :  damn  the  conftitution  :" 
if  the  witnefs  were  now  to  fwear  this,  into  gaol  1  mutt  go,  and  if 
my  client  is  in  danger  from  what  has  been  fworn  againft  him  what 
fafety  would  there  be  for  me  P  the  evidence  would  be  equally  pofi- 
tive,  and  I  am  equally  an  object  of  fufpieion  as  Mr.  Walker  ;   it  is 
faid  of  him  that  he  has  been  a  member  of  a  fociety  for  the  reform 
of  parliament ;  fo  have  1,  and  fo  am  /at  this  moment,  and  fo  at  all 
hazards  I  will  continue  to  be,  and  I  will  tell  you  why  gentlemen, 
becaufe  I  hold  it  to  be  effential  to  theprefervation  of  all  the  ranks 
and  orders  of  theftate,  alike  effential  to  the  prince  and  to  the  peo- 
ple :  I  have  the  honour  to  be  allied  to  his  Majefty  in  blood,  and  my 
family  has  been  for  centuries  a  part  of  what  is  now  called  the  aril- 
tocracy  of  the  country,  I  can  therefore  have  no  intereft  in  the  de- 
itru&ion  of  the  conftitution. 

In  purfuing  the  probability  of  this  ftory,  (fince  it  muft  be  pur- 
fued)  let  us  next  advert  to  whether  any  thing  appears  to  have  been 
done  in  other  places  which  might  have  been  expofed  by  this  man's 
information:  the  whole  kingdom  is  under  the  eye  and  dominion 
of  magiftracy  awakened  at  that  time  to  an  extraordinary  vigilance, 
yet  has  any  one  man  been  arretted  even  upon  the  fufpieion  of  any 
correfpondence  with  the  focieties  of  Mancfaefter,  good,  bad  or  in- 
different, or  has  any  perfon  wilhin  the  four  leas  come  to  (wear 
that  any  fuch  correfpondence  exifted  ?  fo  that  you  aredefired  to  be- 
lieve upon  Mr.  Dunn's  fingle  declaration  that  gentlemen  of  the  de- 
fcription  I  am  reprefenting,  without  any  end  or  object,  or  concert 
with  others,  were  refolved  to  put  their  lives  into  the  hands  of  any 
mifcreant  who  might  be  difpofed  to  fwear  them  away,  by  holding 
public  meetings  of  confpiracy  with  open  doors  and  in  the  prefence 
of  all  mankind,  liable  to  be  handed  over  to  juftice  every  moment 
of  their  lives,  fince  every  tap  at  the  door  might  have  introduced 
aconftableas  readily  as  a  member;  and,  to  finifh  the  abfurdify, 
thefe  gentlemen  are  made  to  difcourfe  in  a  manner  that  would  dii- 
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grace  the  lowed  and  mqft  uninformed  dalles  of  the  -commu- 
nity. 

Let  us  next  fee  what  interefl:  Mr.  Walker  has  in  the  propofed  in- 
vafion  of  this  peaceable  country:  Has  Mr.  Law  proved  that  Mr. 
Walker  had  any  reafon  to  expect  protection  from  the  French  from 
any  fecret  correfpondence  or  communication  more  than  you  or  I 
have,  or  that  he  had  prepared  any  means  of  refitting  the  troops  of 
this  country  ?  how  was  he  to  have  welcomed  thefe  (Grangers  into 
our  land  ?  what  with  this  dozen  of  rufty  mufkets,  or  with  thofe 
conspirators  whom  he  exercifed  ?  but  who  are  they  ?  they  are  it 
feems  "  to  the  jurors  unknown,"  as  my  learned  friend  has 
called  them  who  drew  this  indictment,  and  he  might  have  added 
ivho  roill  ever  remain  unknown  to  them ,-— but  has  Mr.  Walker  nothing 
to  iofe  like  other  men  who  dread  an  inva(ion  ?  He  has  long  had 
the  acquaintance  and  friendship  of  fome  of  the  bed  men  in  this 
kingdom,  who  would  be  deftroyed  if  fuch  an  invaiion  fhould  take 
place — -Has  lie  like  other  men  no  ties  of  a  nearer  defcription  ? 
Alas,  gentlemen  !  1  feel  at  this  moment  that  he  has  many  :  Mr. 
Dunn  told  you  that  1  was  with  Mr.  Walker  at  Manchefler,  and  it 
enables  me  to  fay  of  my  own  knowledge  that  it  is  impoffible  he 
ihould  have  had  the  deiigns  imputed  to  him.  I  have  been  under  his 
roof  where  I  have  feen  him  the  hufband  of  an  amiable  and  affec- 
tionate woman,  and  the  happy  parent  of  fix  engaging  children; 
and  it  hurts  me  not  a  little  to  think  what  they  mult  feel  at  this  mo- 
ment :  before  profecutions  are  fet  on  foot,  thofe  things  ought  to 
be  confidered  ;  we  ought  not  like  the  fool  in  the  proverbs  to  mat- 
ter fire-brands  and  death,  and  fay,  "  Am  I  not  in  fport  ?**  Could 
we  look  at  this  moment  into  the  dwelling  of  this  unfortunate  gen- 
tleman, for  lb  I  muff  call  him,  I  am  perfuaded  it  would  diitrefs  us  ; 
they  cannot  but  be  unhappy  ;  they  have  feen  profecutions  equally 
unjufr  as  even  this  is,  attended  with  a  fuccefs  of  equal  injuflice, 
and  we  have  ken  thofe  proceedings,  I  am  afraid  by  thofe  who  are 
at  the  bhttom  of  this  indictment,  put  forward  for  your  imitation. 
I  faw  t:>  my  ailonifliment  at  Prefton,  where  as  a  traveller  I  called 
for  a  newspaper,  that  this  immaculate  fbcletv  (the  Manchefler 
Church  and  "King  Club)  had  a  meeting  lately  and  had  publiftied  to 
the  world  the  toads  and  fentiments  which  they  drank;  fome  of 
them  I  like,  fome  of  them  deferve  reprobation:  '*  The  Church 
ei  and  King;''  very  well.  "  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family  ;,J  be 
itfo.  "  The  Duke  of  York  and the  army;"  be  it  fo.  But  what 
do  you  think  came  next  ? 

(Here  ftir.  J n ft  ice  Heath  interrupted  Mr.  Erfkhie  by  frying  ive  are 
not  to  go  into  this  of  which  you  cannot  give  evidence.) 

Mr.  Erjk'ue.  I  don't  know  what  effect  thefe  publications  may 
have  upon  the  adminiftratioo  of  juflicej  why  drink  "  the  Lord  Ad- 
a<  vocate  and  the  Court  of  Jufficiary  in  Scotland"  jutt  when  your  Lord- 
fhip  is  called  upon  to  adminifter  Eftfr/ijfk  jufHce  ;  if  J  had  feen  the 
King  and  his  judges  upon  the  northern  circuit  publi filed  as  a 
toaft— 

Mr.  Judice  Heath.  You  know  you  cannot  give  this  in  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Gentlemen,  confidering.the  fituation  in  which  my 
clients  Hand  at  this  moment,  1  exprefled  the  idea  which  occurred  to 


me  and  which  I  thoi^       ,      Jght  not  to  fupprefs,  but  let  it  pafs  ; 

this  is  not  the  moment controverfy  ;  it  is  my  intereft  to  fuhmit 

to  any  courfe  his  Lordfidp  may  think  proper  to  dictate  ;  the  evi- 
dence is  more  than  enough  tor  my  purpofe  ;  fo  mainly  improba- 
ble, To  contrary  to  every  thing  in  the  courie  of  human  affairs,  that 
I  know  you  would  reject  it  even  if  it  flood  unanfwered  ;  what  then 
will  you  fay  when  I  mall  prove  to  you  by  the  oaths  of  the  various 
perfpns  who  attended  thefe  focieties,  that  no  proportions  of  th6 
fort  insinuated  by  this  wknefs  ever  exifted  ;  that  no  hint  directly 
or  indirectly  of  any  illegal  tendency  was  ever  whifpered  ;  that 
their  real  objects  were  juft  what  were  openly  profeffed,  be  they 
right  or' wrong,  be  they  wife  or  miftaken,  namely,  reformation  in 
the  confiituttQH  of  the  Bouf  of  Commons ,  which  my  learned  friend 
admitted  they  had  a  right  by  constitutional  means  to  promote; 
this  was  their  object,  they  neither  defired  to  touch  the  King's 
authority  nor  the  exiftence  or  privileges  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords ; 
but  they  wifhed  that  thofe  numerous  clafles  of  the  community 
who,  (by  the  law  as  it  now  (lands),  are  feci uded  from  anyfhsre 
in  the  choice  of  members  to  the  parliament,  mould  have  an  equal 
right  with  others  in  concerns  where  their  interefts  are  equal. 
Gentlemen,  this  very  county  furnifhes  a  familiar  inftance :  there 
are  I  believe  at  lead  thirty  thoufand  freeholders  in  Lancashire, 
each  of  whom  has  a  vote  for  two  members  of  parliament;  and 
there  are  two  boroughs  within  it,  (if  I  miftake  not)  Clithero  and 
Newton,  containing  a  handful  01  men  who  are  at  the  beck  of  two 
wdividutyxs  yet  theie  two  little  places  fend  for  themfelves,  or  ra- 
ther for  ti.e/e  two  perfons,  two  members  each,  which  makes  four 
againft  the  whol^  power  and  intereft  of  this  county  in  parliament, 
touching  any  m^afare;  how  deeply  foever  it  ma}'  concern  their 
profpenty  •  can  rhere  then  be  any  offence  in  meeting  together 
to  confider  of  a  reprefentation  to  parliament,  fuggelting  the  wif- 
dorn  of  alteration  and  amendment  in  fuch  a  iyliem  ? 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  petition  to  par- 
liament for  reform  or  any  thing  elfe  can  be  no  offence. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Gentlemen,  I  expected  this  interruption  from  the 
learning  of  the  judge  ;  certainly  it  can  be  no  offence,  and  confe- 
quently  my  clients  can  be  no  offenders. 

Having  now  expofed  the  weaknefs  of  Dunn's  evidence  from  its 
own  intrinlic  defects,  and  from  the  pofitive  contradiction  every 
part  of  it  is  to  receive  from  many  witnefles,  I  fball  conclude  with 
the  dill  more  pofitive  and  unequivocal  contradiction  which  the 
whole  of  it  has  received  from  Dunn  himfelf — You  may  remember 
that  I  repeatedly  afked  him  whether  he  had  not  confeffed  that  the 
whole  he  had  fworn  to-day  was  utterly  Falfe;  whether  he  had  not 
confeiTed  it  to  be  fo  with  tears  of  contrition,  and  whether  he  had 
not  kneeled  down  before  Mr.  Walker  to  implore  his  forgivenefs. 
My  learned  friend  knowing  that  this  would  he  proved  upon  him 
made  a  fhrewd  and  artful  obfervation  to  avoid  the  effects  of  it ; 
he  faid  that  fuch  things  had  fallen  often  under  the  obfervation  of 
the  court  upon  the  circuit,  where  witnefles  had  been  drawn  into 
ffmilar  fnares  by  artful  people  to  invalidate  their  teftimony  ;  this 
may  be  true,  but  the  anfwer  to  its  application  is,  tha"  not  only, 
the  wituefs  himfelf  has  positively  denied  that  any  fuch  mare  was 


number  and  credit  will  put  a  total  ena  ri/wcu  a  m^cmuu  -,  u  * 
had  indeed  but  one  witnefs,  my  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
might  undoubtedly  put  it  to  you  in  reply  whether  his  or  mine  was 
to  be  believed  ;  but  I  will  call  to  you,  not  one  but  four  or  five  ;  or, 
if  neceflary,  fix  witneffes  above  all  suspicion,  in  whofe  pre- 
fence  Dunn  voluntarily  confefled  the  fallehood  of  his  teftimony> 
and  with  tears  of  apparent  repentance  offered  to  make  any  repa- 
ration to  thefe  injured  and  unfortunate  defendants  ;  this  I  pledge 
nxyfelf  to  prove  to  your  fatisfaction. 

Gentlemen,  the  object  of  all  public  trial  and  puniftiment  is  the 
fecurity  of  mankind  in  focial  life ;  we  are  not  aiTembled  here  for 
the  purpofes  of  vengeance,  but  for  the  ends  of  juftice  ;  to  give 
that  tranquility  to  human  life  which  is  the  fcope  of  all  government 
and  law  ;  you  will  therefore  take  care  how  in  the  very  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice,  you  difappoint  that  which  is  the  very  foundation 
of  its  inllitution  ;  you  will  take  care  that  in  the  very  moment  you 
are  trying  a  man  as  a  dittur-ber  of  the  public  happinefs,  you  do  not 
violate  the  rules  which  alone  fecure  to  us  all  our  happinefs  as  pri- 
vate men,  to  fecure  which  we  alone  form  a  public. 

The  lad  evidence  I  have  been  dating  ought  by  itfelf  to  put  an 
inftant  end  to  this  caufe  ;  I  remember  a  cafe  very  lately  which  was 
fa  brought  to  its  conclusion,  where  upon  a  trial  for  perjury  of  a 
witnefs  who  had  fworn  againft  the  captain  of  a  velTel  in  the  Afri- 
can trade,  it  appeared  that  the  witneiles  who  fwore  to  the  perjury 
againft  the  defendants,  had  themfelves  made  deliberate  declara- 
tions which  materially  clafhed  with  the  teftimony  they  were  giv- 
ing ;   Lord  Kenyon,  who  tried  the  caufe,  would  after  this  proceed 
no  further,  and  afked  me,  who  was  of  counfel  for  the  profecution, 
whether  1  would  urge  it  further,    faying  emphatically,  what  I 
hope  every  Judge  under  fimilar  circumstances  will  think  it  his  du- 
ty to  fay  alio,  ;<   No  man  ought  or  can  be  convicted  in  England, 
i(  unlefs  the  Judge  and  the  Jury  have  a  firm  affurance  that  inno- 
i(  cence  cannot  by  any  poilibility  be  the  victim  of  conviction  and 
"  fentence.'"     And  how  can  the  Jury  or  his  Lordfliip  have  that 
alTurance  here,  when  the  only  fource  of  it  is  brought  into  fuch  fe- 
rious  doubt  and  quefiion  I   Upon  the  whole  then  I  cannot  help  hop- 
ing that  my  friend  the  Attorney  General  when  he  ffiall  hear  my 
proofs,  will  feel  that  a  profecution  like  this  ought  not  to  be  oiFer- 
ed  for  the  feal  and  fanction  of  your  verdict ;  unjiifi  profecutions  lead 
to  the  ruin  of  all  governments ;  for  whoever  will  look  back  to  the  hijlory 
of  to  j  world  in  general,  and  of  our  own  particular  country ,  will  be  con- 
vinced, thai  exaflly  in  proportion  as  profecutions  have  been  cruel  a?id 
oppreffive,  and  maintained  by  inadequate  and  unrighteous  evidence,  in 
the  fame  proportion  and  by  the  fame  means,  their  authors  have  been  de- 
frayed infead  of  being  fupporied  by  them ;  as  often  as  the  principles  of 
our  ancient  laws  have  been  departed  from  in  weak  and  wicked  times,  as 
often  the  govem??ients  that  have  violated  them  have  been  fuddenly  crum- 
bled into  duff ;  and  therefore  wifking,  as  I  mofl  fincerely  do,  the  f  refer- 
vaiion  and  profperiiy  of  our  happy  conjYiiuiion,  1  dejire  to  enter  my  pro- 
teft  again)}  its  being  fuf ported  by  means  that  are  likely  to  defiroy  it;  vio- 
lent, proceedings  bring  on  the  bitternefs  of  retaliation  until  all 
juftice  and  moderation  are  trampled  down  and  fubverted  ;  witnefs 


thofe  fanguinary  profecuttons  previous  to  the  awful  period  in  the 
lad  century,  when  Charles  the  firfr.  tell  :  that  unfortunate  prince 
lived  to  lament  thofe  vindictive  judgments  by  which  his  impolitic, 
infatuated  followers  imagined  they  were  fupporting  his  throne: 


but  of  worfe  and  more  violent  wrongs;  witnefs  the  fate  of  the 
unhappy  Earl  of  Strafford,  who,  when  he  could  not  he  reached 
by  the  ordinary  laws,  was  impeached  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  who  when  ftill  beyond  the  confequences  of  that  judicial  pro- 
ceeding was  at  laftdeftroyed  by  the  arbitrary  wicked  mandate  of  the 
Icgiflature.  James  the  Second  lived  to  aik  afliftance  in  the  hour  of 
his  own  diftrefs,  from  thofe  whom  he  had  cut  off  from  the  means 
of  giving  it ;  he  lived  to  aik  fbpport  from  the  Earl  of  Bedford 
after  his  fon,  the  unfortunate  Lord  Rufit-1,  had  fallen  under  the  axe 
of  injuflice  ;  "  I  once  had  a  fon,*'  i'aid  that  noble  perfon,  "who 
could  have  ferved  your  Majefty  upon  this  occaiion,"  but  there  was 
then  none  to  affifl  him. 

I  cannot  poulbly  tell  how  others  feel  upon  thefe  fubjecls,  but  I 
do  know  how  it  is  their  intereft  to  feel  concerning  them  ;  we  ought 
to  be  perfuadedthat  the  only  way  by  which  government  can  be  ho?iourabiy 
orfafely  fupported,  is  by  cultivating  the  love  and  affefiicn  of  the  people  : 
by  /hewing  them  the  value  of  the  ccnftitution  by  its  protection  ;  by  making 
them  under jland its  principles  by  the  practical  benefits  derived  from  the?n9 
and  above  all,  by  letting  them  ft: I  their  fecuriiy  in  the  adminijlraiion  of 
law  and  uftics  :  what  is  it  in  the  prefent  (late  of  that  unhappy  king- 
dom, the  contagion  of  which  fills  us  with  fuch  alarm,  that  is  the 
ju ft  object  of  terror?  What,  but  that  accufation  and  conviction 
are  the  fame,  and  that  a  falfe  witnefs  or  power  without  evidence 
is  a  warrant  for  death  ?  not  fo  here  \ — long  may  the  countries  dif- 
fer 1  and  I  am  afking  nothing  more,  than  that  you  mould  decide 
according  to  our  own  wholefome  rules,  by  which  our  government 
was  eftablifhed,  and  by  which  it   has  been  ever  protected.     Put 
yourielves,  gentlemen,  in  the  place  of  the  defendants,  and  let  me 
afk  if  you  were  brought  before  your  country  upon  a  charge  fup- 
ported  by  no  other  evidence  than  that   which  you  have  heard  to- 
day, and  encountered  by  that  which  I  have  dated  to  you,  what 
would  you  fay,  or  your  children  after  you,  if  you  were  touched 
in  your  perfons   or  your  properties  by  a  conviction  ? — may  you 
never  be  put  to  fuch  reflections  nor  the  country  to  fuch  difgrace  ! 
The  bed  fervice  we  can  render  to  the  public  is  that  we  fhould  live 
like  one  harmonious  family,  that  we  mould  banifh  ail  animofities, 
jealonfies,  and  fufpicions  of  one  another,  and  that  living  under  the 
protection  of  a  mild  and  impartial  juftice,  we  fhould  endeavour, 
with  one  heart,  according  to  our  beft  judgments,  to  advance  the 
freedom  and  maintain  the  feenrity  of  Great  Britain. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  trouble  you  no  further  ;  I  am  afraid  indeed  I 
have  too  long  trefpafled  on  your  patience,  I  will  therefore  proceed 
£o  call  my  wknefles. 
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EVIDENCE  FOR  THE  DEFENDANTS. 

Mr.  George  Wakefield  (fworn). 
Examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  CockelL 

Qj  You  are  a  merchant  in  Manchefter  I  understand  ? 

A.  I  have  been. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  time  of  the  riots  when  Mr.  Walker's 
houfe  was  attacked  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  After  that  night  do  you  know  whether  the  conftitutional  fo- 
ciety  which  had  been  formed  in  Manchefter,  met  at  Mr .  Walker's  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Qj  Was  you  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Qj  What  was  the  object  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  A  parliamentary  reform. 

Q.  How  happened  it  that  after  that  time  the  meetings  were  held 
at  Mr.  Walker's  \ 

A.  I  don't  know  particularly  ;  fome  of  the  public  houfes  had 
refufed  to  let  us  have  a  room  any  longer. 

j£.  However  in  point  of  fact  the  meetings  then  were  held  at  Mr. 
Walker's  ? 

A,  They  were. 

Q.  We  have  heard  of  the  time  of  the  riots,  you  will  fpeak  to 
the  day  as  nearly  as  you  remember  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  on  Tuefday  the  nth  of  December. 

Q*  How  often  did  the  fociety  meet  ? 

A.  Once  a  week  or  once  a  fortnight,  I  declare  I  do  not  recollect 
which. 

Q,  Did  you  ever  attend  thofe  meetings  ? 

A.  Pretty  regularly. 

j£.  How  long  did  you  continue  to  attend  them  ? 

A.  Till  nearly  the  laft  meeting  I  believe,  which  was  fome  time 
in  the  fpring  of  laft  year. 

i£,  Was  there  a  free  admiflion  to  any  perfon  who  might  choofe  to 
come  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Qz  To  members  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  There  was. 

XJ.  We  have  heard   that  men  exercifed  with  arms  in  the  ware* 
houfe  were  drilled  in  the  ufe  of  arms  ;  is  that  true  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  fee  fuch  a  thing  ? 

A.  No. 

^.  In  what  part  of  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  were  the  meetings  held? 

A.  In  the  upper  room  in  the  warehoufe. 

^.  What  palled  at  thofe  meetings  ? 
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A.  The  different  bufineffes  refpe&ing  the  fociety. 

Q.  Was  the  King  damned  ? 

Mr.  Law.     You  mull  not  put  that. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cocked  Tell  us  what  was  faid  about  the  King. 

A.  I  do  not  recoiled:  hearing  any  thing  faid  about  the  King. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  faid  about  overthrowing  the 
conftitution  by  means  of  arms  or  otherwife  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any  fiich  thing. 

j^.  Was  any  thing  faid  about  inviting  the  French  to  invade  the 
kingdom  \ 

A-  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  of  the  fort  ?. 

A  No,  not  a  fyllable. 

^.  If  men  had  been  drilled  in  theufe  of  fire-arms,  mud  you  not 
have  feen  it  I 

A.  I  muft. 

<p.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  ? 

A  No. 

j^.  Ever  hear  of  anv  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  If  any  perfons  had  been  drilled  in  arms  for  the  purpofe  of 
offence,  or  deftroying  the  government,  would  you  have  continued 
a  member  of  that  fociety  I 

A.  No,  not  a  moment. 

^.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  faid  about  inviting  an  invafion 
from  France  ? 

Mr.  Law,     Afkwhat  did  pafs  there  when  this  man  was  prefent. 

Mr,  Serjeant  Cocke//      I  have  no  wifh  to  lead. 

Mr.  Erjk'me.  I  fhould  be  forry  to  offer  any  teftimony  that  is  not 
in  the  ordinary  courfe,  but  when  a  wicnefs  come*  to  contradict 
a  particular  point,  ho  wean  we  act  any  other  way  \ 

Mr.  Juftice  Heaths  He  has  faid,  no  mention  was  made  of  any 
invafion. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cocke//.  What  was  the  fole  object  of  your  meet- 
ing? 

A.  As  far  as  I  underftood  it,  a  parliamentary  reform. 

<>K  Was  there  any  act  done  at  your  meeting  to  your  knowledge 
that  was  directed  otherwife  than  to  that  end  ? 

A.  No. 

$r  Did  you  at  any  time,  or  any  perion  in  your  hearing,  in  that 
room,  fay  or  do  any  thing  to  overturn  the  government  of  the 
country  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

Qj  What  was  the  reform  that  you  fought,  and  by  what  means  ? 

A,  That  is  a  point  upon  which  few  people  are  agreed  ;  but  k 
was  a  parliamentary  reform. 

gK  By  means  of  menacing  government  ? 

A.  No. 

^  Inviting  a  foreign  enemy  ? 

A,  No. 

Q.  Was  it  in  any  other  way  than  fuch  means  as  you  fuppofe  the 
law  toallowi 

H 
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A.  No,  by  no  other  means  than  what  we  apprehend  to  be  con- 
(litutional,  nothing  but  what  the  law  allows. 

Mr*  Erjklne.  The  witneis  has  faid  it  was  to  be  done  by  no  other 
means  than  what  in  his  appreheniions  the  law  allowed  ;  we  can  go 
no  further  if  we  were  to  (Uy  here  a  month. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Cocke/I,  You  attended  pretty  eonftantly  you  have 
faid.     What  have  you  heard  Mr.  Walker  fay  at  any  time  ? 

M.  Juftice  Heath.  You  may  afk  him,  did  he  hear  Mr.  Walker 
fay  any  thing  about  the  King. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cocke//.  What  number  of  men  might  there  be  ge- 
nerally ? 

A.  Sometimes  more,  and  fometimes  lefs ;  I  have  feen  twenty  in 
the  fociety,  and  I  have  feen  more,  the  numbers  differing  at  differ- 
ent times. 

i?.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  men  exercifed  in  the  ufe  of  arms  ? 

A.  No. 

j^.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  of  the  fort  mentioned  \ 

A.  No,  if  I  had,  merely  to  learn  the  ufe  of  arms,  I  (honld  have 
been  one  myfelf  probably,  but  I  never  heard  any  thing  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Paul  or  any  other  perfon  fay  that  he  knew 
there  would  be  a  revolt  from  Ireland  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  fuch  thing. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  any  one  fay  if  we  had  a  revolt,  it  would 
be  through  the  Irifh  \ 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  one  fay  they  had  fent  a  deputy  to  Ire- 
land as  a  King,  and  damn  him  and  all  Kings  ? 

A<  No.- 

Q.  Could  any  fuch  expreflion«  have  been  made  ufe  of  without 
your  hearing  of  them  \ 

A.  No,  I  am  fure  there  could  not. 

Q  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Walker  damn  the  King? 
.     A.  No. 

Q.  At  any  time  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  faid  either  by  Mr.  Walker  or  any  other 
perfon,  that  Mr.  Yorke  was  going  through  the  three  kingdoms  to 
know  the  aid  that  there  might  be  for  the  French  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr.  Law,     Was  you  there  when  Mr.  Yorke  was  by  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cockd!.  Dunn  faid  there  were  every  night  coriver- 
fations  about  the  King. 

Mr.  Wa/ker.  Did  you  ever  hear  me  fay  any  thing  unbecoming  an 
honeft  man  and  a  good  citizen  ? 

Mr.  Law.    We  cannot  afk  that. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cocke//.  Do  you  remember  the  time  when  Mr. 
Yorke  was  in  the  chair  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  was  there  at  that  time, 

Q.  Did  you  ufe  to  fkulk  in  privately  and  fecretly  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  go  in  always  the  fame  way  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  whether  I  did  at  all  time,  I  went  in  at  different 
doors ;  I  was  not  going  about  any  thing  I  was  afliamed  of. 
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Mr.  George  Wakefield. 


Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Law. 

£K  You  are  or  was  a  partner  with  Mr.  Grant  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  is  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Qj  Have  yoa  attended  at  mod  of  thofe  meetings? 

A.  At  many  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  Dunn  there  at  any  of  them  ? 

A  I  don't  remember  that  I  ever  did, 

.£.   Not  at  any  ? 

A,  I  believe  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  fame  fociety. 

Qj  Are  you  of  the  Reformation  Society  ? 

A.  No  ;  of  the  Conftitutional  Society. 

Q.  Did  that  fociety  meet  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j£.  They  met  on  different  nights,  did  they  ? 

A.  I  believe  fo  ;  I  was  not  a  member  of  any  other  fociety. 

Q,  Whether  you  faw  Mr.  Yorke  at  that  meeting  that  you  at- 
tended ? 

^.  I  do  not  recoil  eft  feeing  bjni  there  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  ? 

A,  I  do  not  know  him. 

J£.  How  came  you  to  have  no  doubt  you  had  feen  him  more  than 
once  ? 

-d.  I  do  not  recollect.  I  faid  any  fuch  thing. 

■Q.  I  took  you  down  that  Yorke  was  by  ? 

A,  I  did  not  fay  fo. 

£>.  You  don't  know  whether  Yorke  was  prefent  at  any  meeting;? 

A.  I  believe  he  was  prefent  at  a  meeting,  but  I  do  not  recollect 
being  there  when  he  was. 

Mr.  Juflice  Heath.  It  was  a  different  fociety. 

Mr.  Erjk'me.     They  met  in  the  fame  room  at  the  fame  time. 

Mr.  Law.  Do  you  mean  to  fay  the  Reformation  Society  and  the 
Conftitutional  Society  met  at  the  fame  place  and  time  under  the 
roof  of  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  Yes,  occafionally  ;  I  have  feen  the  Reformation  Society  there 
at  the  fame  time*,  and  in  the  fame  room.. 

Q.  As  you  reforted  there  frequently,  snd  thefocieties  frequently 
met  there,  if  this  man,  Dunn,  had  gone  to  Mr.  Walker's,  you 
jmight  probably  have  feen  him  ? 

A.  Probably  I  might. 

Q.  Is  his  perfon  familiar  with  ypn? 

A.  I  faw  him  this  morning. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  him  ? 

Jf.  I  do  not. 
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Qj  What  time  of  the  year  did  you  attend  at  tbefe  meetings  ? 

A.  Almoff:  all  the  year. 

Qj  From  September  up  to  June  ? 

A.  1  do  not  recollect  particularly. 

<^  Do  you  recollect  the  time  when  Yorke  was  at  Manchefter  ? 

A.  No. 

Qj  Whether  you  have  not  declared  you  was  prefent  when  Mr. 
Yorke  was  at  one' of  thefe  meetings  ? 

A.  ,No. 

Q    Have  vovi  not  (aid  fo  in  this  court? 

^  If  you  have  taken  it  down  fo,  you  havetakemt  down  wrong; 
I  do  not  know  hurt. 

Qj  Mr   Thomas  Walker  you  have  feen  of  courfe  there  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  Mr.  Cheetham? 

A,   Yes. 

j£.    /lr.  jackfon? 

,r     Pear  {alls* 

J?,  "do  not  know  him;  I  may  know  his  per  foa; 

^  rvl'Calilum  and  Smith  ? 

^  I  have  feen  them  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  they  are  now  \ 

A.  No. 

O.  Booth  you  have  feen  there? 

^.    ies. 

^.  &nd  Paul  ? 

^  Yes. 

-£.  And  Collier? 

./?.  Yes, 

^_.  Have  you  feen  them  very  often  f? 

A.  Several  times,  fome  or  them  very  often. 

.£?.  But  you  do  not  recollect  whether  you  ever  faW  Dunn  there  ? 

A.  No.  ■ 

(l    Ifou  knuw  Mr.  Kinnafton  ? 

A.  Yes.^ 

j£.  1  believe  you  won't  refufe  him  the  teftimony  that  every  maa 
will  give  in  his  favour,  that  he  is  i  man  of  credit  and  character? ' 

A.  I  do  not  know  him,  but  ptrfonally. 

Q.  However  you  take  upon  you  to  fwear  there  were  never  any 
nien  drilled  while  you  was  by  ?        ' 

A,  Never. 

Qj  How  many  hours  were  you  there  at  a  time  ? 

A.  About  two  hours.        ■      ;' 

Q.  You  fay  twenty  men  might  be  there — cannot  you  extend  their 
number  to  fifty  or  Cixty  ?.,.'  .      . 

A.  I  may  perhaps  have  feen  fifty  or  fixty. 

£K  What  is  the  dirFerent  object  of  the  focieties  ?  the  conftitu" 
tional  fociery  is  for  a  reform  in  parliament ;  what  was  the  Hefonh" 
ktion  Society  for  ? 

A.  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Reformation  Society. 
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j£.  It  is  commonly  called  the  Subverfion  or  Overthrow  Society, 
is  it  not? 

A*  I  do  not  know  what  you  may  call  it. 

<p.  Being  at  thefe  meetings  fo  held  jointly,  the  Reformation 
and  Constitutional  Societies,  you  never  knew  the  objects  for  which 
the  Reformation  Society  was  formed  ? 

A,  I  did  not  attend  to  the  objects  of  the  Reformation  Society 
at  all. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  know  the  object:  for  which  it  was  formed? 

A.  How  mould  I  when  I^vas  not  a  member  of  it?  they  met 
there  to  join  the  Constitutional  Society  when  any  member  of  that 
fociety  took  the  chair.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  did  not 
attend  to  it. 

Q.  And  you  were  even  a  ftranger  to  the  objects  of  it  ? 

A.  Yes. 

XJ.  You  are  a  partner  with  Mr.  Walker's  brother-in-law,  and 
being  prefent  at  their  aftemblies,  you  did  not  know  what  they  af- 
femblsd  for? 

^.  I  aflembled  there  to  meet  the  Constitutional  Society,  and  their 
objects  were  the  fame  I  mould  fuppofe. 


Mr.  George  Wakefield. 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  CockelL 

j£.  Although  you  was  not  a  member  of  the  Reformation  Socie* 
ty,  but  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  did  you  ever  when  the  Re- 
formation Society  was  there,  hear  or  fee  any  perfon  exercifing 
themfelves  in  arms  ? 

■d.  Never. 


George  Clark  (fworn.) 

Examined  by  Mr.  Chambre. 

^  Qj  You  are  a  member  of  the  fociety  called  the  Reformation  So- 
ciety at  Manchester  ?  '•■ 

A,  Yes. 

Q  When  did  you  become  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  About  EaSter  1792. 

Q.  When  was  the  fociety  instituted  ? 

*?.  Either  in  Eafter  week.,  or  about  a  week  before,  and  I  wass. 
member  about  the  fecond  or  third  meeting. 

£K  How  often  did  you  meet  ? 

■^.  I  was  a  very  conftant  attendant. 

J£.  At  what  period^  did  you  meet  ? 

Jl.  We  had  weekly  meetings. 

^.  Did  you  continue  a  pretty  conftant  attending  member  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  existence  of  that  fociety? 
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yf.  I  did. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  meet  when  you  firft  became  a  member  i 

A.  At  the  Old  "Boar's  head. 

Q.  Did  yon  remove  from  that  place  ? 

^.  Yes,  to  Stacey?s. 

Q.  What  was  the  occafion  of  your  removing  to  John  Stacey's^ 

A.  In  conference  of  an  advertifemeqt  publiihed  by  the  publicans, 
we  removed  to  John  Stacey's. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  what  time  it  was  you  went  to  John  Sta- 
cey's  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  continue  at  John  Stacey's  ? 

A.  Not  long. 

•Q,  Where  did  you  go  next  ? 

A.  To  the  houfe  of  William  Gorfe  in  Newton-ftreet. 

Q  Is  that  a  private  or  a  public  houfe  ? 

s4.  A  private  houfe. 

J£.  You  know  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Collier,  and  Mr.  Paul? 

A.  J  do. 

j£.  Do  you  know  wrhether  they  at  any  time  received  any  invifa? 
■tion  to  attend  the  meeting  of  your  fociety  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  I  do. 

j£.   When  did  you  firfl  fee  them  prefent  at  your  fociety  ? 

A.  I  never  faw  them  before  the  10th  of  December  at  Gorfe's. 

£K  What  did  you  underhand  them  to  be  ? 

A.  Members  of  the  Conftitutional  Society ;  I  believe  Mr.  Cheet* 
ham  was  there  but  I  am  not  confident,  the  other  three  were  there 
at  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  fubjecl  of  the  deliberation  of  that 
particular  meeting? 

A.  The  particular  fubjecT:  of  that  meeting  was,  there  was  a  pub- 
lic meeting  called  at  the  Bull's-head  the  day  following,  to  addrefs 
his  Majelty  upon  his  fecond  proclamation  ;  a  motion  was  made  whe- 
ther we  mould  attend  that  meeting  at  the  Bull's-head  or  not;  it 
was  unanimoufly  negatived. 

{£.  Did  Mr.  Walker  take  any  part  or  aflign  any  reafon  ? 

A.  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Paul  fpoke  againft  attending  that 
meeting,  andaffigned  their  reafons. 

Mr.  Law.  Does  any  of  our  evidence  let  in  this  ? — we  have  given 
no  evidence,  but  of  meetings  in  Mr.  Walker's  houfe;  they  are  gi- 
ving evidence  of  meetings  at  another  place,  probably  for  other 
purpofes. 

Mr*  Erfkhie,  I  mould  have  thought  this  too  plain  for  argument. 
If  my  friend  infills  upon  his  objection,  we  muft  be  heard  upon  it ; 
the  offence  imputed  to  Mr.  Walker  is,  that  a  few  days  alter  the 
jith  of  December,  the  witnefs,  Dunn,  found  him  harranguing 
the  Reformation  Society  in  the  feditious  manner  dated  by  the  wit- 
nefs, fpeaking  of  the  King  in  the  manner  he  has  depofed  to,  and 
men  exercifing  with  arms  in  his  prefence.  Is  it  not  evidence,  to 
mew  that  this  very  Reformation  Society  was  inflituted  for  other 
purpofes  than  thofe  imputed  to  it,  and  that  there  was  no  man 
who  had  been  fo  counfelled  or  received  any  fuch  inftru&ions,? 
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Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  I  think  it  is  not  evidence  what  they  did  threfe 
days  before,  becaufe  a  man  may  exprefs  his  loyalty  in  one  meet- 
ing, and  if  he  has  bad  intentions  he  may  go  and  act  traitoroufly 
in  another ;  I  do  not  fay  that  thefe  defendants  did,  I  only  lay  this 
to  mew  that  it  is  not  evidence. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Though  we  cannot  prove  what  Mr.  Walker  faid 
at  this  meeting,  for  the  reafon  your  Lordfhip  has  been  pleafed  to 
affign,  yet  may  we  not  be  permitted  to  prove  that  this  Reforma- 
tion Society,  within  the  knowledge  of  the  witnefTes,  three  days 
before  that  time,  had  no  fuch  objects  ? 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  I  do  not  care  what  object  they  had  in  meet- 
ing, people  may  meet  very  innocently,  and  proceed  to  criminal 
ads  afterwards. 

Mr.  Chambre.  Was  that  meeting  of  the  ioth  of  December  the 
laft  meeting  you  had  in  the  houfe  of  Gorfe  ? 

A-  Yes. 

<j£.  What  were  the  general  purpofes  of  the  inftitution  of  that 
fcciety  ? 

Mr.  Law.  A  queftion  couched  in  words  fo  general,  I  conceive 
•annot  be  put  to  a  witnefs,  they  may  examine  as  to  facts,  as  to 
what  was  done  and  faid,  what  raeafures  were  adopted  by  the  peo- 
ple there — the  purpofes  and  objects  are  matters  of  the  heart. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  I  think  they  may  (hew  what  is  the  declared 
parpofe  when  people  meet  together. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  We  are  going  to  every  meeting  where  Dunn  was, 
to  fliew  that  no  fuch  purpofes  as  he  dates  either  were  the  avowed 
or  the  exprefled  objects. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Take  it  up  when  Dunn  came. 
>     Mr.  Erjkine.  If  he  had  ftated  the  particular  day  on  which  he  was 
at  any  meeting,  we  mould  not  have  troubled  your  Lordfhip  with 
any  other  evidence. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  You  fixed  it  by  the  day  after  the  attack  upon 
Mr.  Walker's  houfe. 

Mr  Chambre.  The  ioth  of  December  you  fay  was  the  laft  meet- 
ing you  had  at  Gorfe's  houfe ;  where  did  you  remove  to  when  you 
left  Gorfe's  houfe  ? 

A-  To  Mr.  Walker's  warehoufe. 

^  How  did  that  happen,  and  what  was  the  occafion  of  that 
removal  ? 

«4.  Some  perfon  exprefled  a  wifli  in  the  Reformation  S«t 
dety  ■ 

Mr.  haw.  That  I  object  to — you  removed  the  fociety  \ 

Mr.  Chambre.  Was  Mr.  Walker  applied  to  ? 

A.  Some  perfon  faid  __— 

Mr.  haw.  Go  to  the  firft  meeting  at  Mr.  Walker's. 

£.  When  did  you  firft  meet  at  Mr,  Walker's  \ 

A.  On  the  i  ith  of  December. 

Q.  And  from  that  time,  as  long  as  the  fociety  exifted,  yoa  con- 
tinued to  attend  the  meetings  ? 

A  I  continued  attending  the  meetings  till  the  25th  of  March, 
with  very  great  ftrictnefs. 

Mr.  Erjk'me.  That  comprehends  the  whole  time  that  Dunn 
ipeaks  to. 
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q.  After  the  25th  of  March  did  you  attend  > 

A*  I  attended  a  few  times  after  that,  but  cannot  tell  how  many. 

Q.  But  with  great  regularity  till  the  25th  of  March  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<?>.  How  long  did  you  ufe  to  attend  at  a  time,  as  near  as  you 
can  recoiled? 

A,  It  was  the  general  rule  to  m?et  at  feven.  and  the  bufinefs  or 
the  meeting  to  begin  at  half  pad  ;  I  was  fcarcely  ever  out  of  ths 
meetings  at  the  time  the  bufinefs  began. 

Q.  And  did  you. flay  till  the  conclufion,  or  near  the  conclu^ 
fion£ 

A.  I  never,  to  my  knowledge,  went  away  before  the  conclufioft 
of  the  meeting. 

<$>.  What  were  the  avowed  purpofes  of  this  meeting,^ 

A.  To  obtain  a  reform  in  parliament. 

Q.  Now  during  all  this  period  of  your  attendance  there,  did 
you  ever  hear  Mr.  Walker  or  any  of  the  defendants  in  this  indicl:* 
ment,  propofe  any  other  than  peaceable  means  of  reform? 

A*  No,  I  never  did. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  make  ufe  of  any  expredions  that  had 
in  your  judgment  any  tendency  to  excite  any  body  to  acts  of  rebel- 
lion? 

A-  No,  I  did  not. 

(K  Was  any  mention  made  of  an  expected  invafion  of  the 
French,  and  of  any  attempts  to  affiit  them  in  that  invafion  ? 

At  No,  there  was  not. 

Qs  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  like  it  propofed  at  any  time? 

•d.  No,  I  never  did. 

X>.  Had  that  been  the  fubject  of  your  deliberations,  or  had  fuck 
expreflions  beenufed  by  Mr.  Walker,  or  any  of  the  perfons  there, 
do  you  think  you  mud  not  have  heard  them,  and  muft  not  have 
remembered  them? 

A.  I  am  certain  any  thing  of  that  fort  could  not  have  happened 
without  my  obfervation,  I  attended  fo  ftrictly. 

j£.  Upon  the  nth  of  December  the  riot  happened,  I  believe  ? 

A.  It  did. 

J2;  Was  you  in  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  at  that  time? 

A,  I  was. 

Qj  What  happened  on  the  night  of  the  1  ith  ? 

A,  About  half  pad  fix  o'clock  I  went  from  my  houfe  into  the 
town  ;  when  I  got  into  the  market- place,  I  faw  feveral  people 
throwing  ftones  at  the  windows  and  doors  of  MefTrs.  Falkner  and 
Birch's  *  (hop  in  the  market-place  ;  I  went  as  foon  as  I  faw  what 
was  going  on  there,  to  Mr.  Walker's,  and  I  was  there  till  the 
rioters  approached  his  houfe ;  when  they  firft  approached  it,  I  was 
upltairs  in  the  warehoufe ;  I  very  well  recollect  there  came  fome- 
body  up  and  told  Mr,  Walker  the  rioters  were  before  his  houfe, 
and  I  well  recollect  lie  went  down,  but  he  was  not  long  before  he 
came  up  again,  and  faid,  they  had  only  broke  a  few  panes  of  ths 
windows  and  were  gone  off  again. 

*  Meffrs.  Falkner  and  Birch  were  ftationers  in  Mancheiler,  and  the  fo2e 
proprietors  and  publifhers  of  the  Mancheftei*  Herald. 
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2^.  Did  any  mifchief  happen  that  night,  the  r  r  th  ? 
A.  They  attacked  the  houfe  four  different  times;  I  was  up  m 
the  warehoufe  while  it  was  attacked  three  times,  before  I  went 
down;  but  the  fourth  time  I  was  in  the  houfe  when  it  was  attack- 
ed ;  it  was  attacked  with  very  great  violence. 

j^>.  On  that  night  were  there  any  arms  in  the  houfe  that  were 
ufed  for  refilling  this  mob  ? 

A.  1  faw  no  arms  in  the  houfe,  n  ly  a  couple  of  blunderbufles, 
and  I  think  I  recollect  fomething  of  a  piftol,  that  was  all  I  faw. 

j£_.  Do  you  know  whether  any  attempt  was  made  on  that  night 
to  obtain  affiftance  from  the  civil  power,  from  the  magiftrates ; 
were  you  prefent  at  any  requifition  of  that  fort  ? 
A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  After  the  riot,  to  the  25th  of  March,  did  you  attend  the 
meetings  at  Mr.  Walker's  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Qj  Did  you  fee  at  any  times  any  arms  ufed  at  Mr.  Walker's 
houfe  for  any  other  purpofe  than  to  protect  the  houfe  ? 
A.  No,  I  never  did. 

Q.  When  did  you  fee  any  arms  there  ufed  for  that  purpofe  ? 
A.  I  never  faw  any  arms  but  upon  the  nth  of  December. 
Q.  Was  there  at  any  time,  to  your  knowledge,  any  men  exer- 
•cifed  or  instructed  in  the  ufe  of  arms? 
A.  No,  there  never  were. 

j£.  Could  fuch  a  thing  poffibly  have  exifted  at  any  of  the  meet- 
ings, without  your  knowledge? 

A.  No,  it  was  impoflible  it  mould  exift  without  my  knowledge. 
j£_.  Do  you  know  what  the  arms  were  that  Mr.  Walker  had  in 
his  houfe  ? 

A.  I  never  faw  any  fire  arms,  except  thefe  blunderbufles,  and 
fome  fwivels. 

Q.  I  believe  you  don't  know  in  what  way  Mr,  Walker  became 
pofleiTed  of  thefe  fwivels  ? 
A.  No. 

Q.  But  whatever  the  arms  were,  were  they  ever  brought  out 
or  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  exercife,  or  any  other  purpofe,  to  your 
knowledge,  except  on  the  1 1  th  of  December  ? 
A.  They  were  not. 

J^This  you  are  perfectly  certain  of,  that  there  never  was  any 
training  or  exercifing  of  men  there  \ 
A.  There  never  was. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Walker,  or  any  body  elfe  belonging 
to  the  fociety,  declare  a  purpofe  of  that  fort  ? 
A.  No. 

j£.  Do  you  remember  Dunn  being  at  any  of  thefe  meetings  > 
A.  I  have  feen  Dunn  there. 

Q.  When  he  was  attending  there,  when  you  faw  him,  can  you 
take  upon  you  to  fay,  that  ff  any  declaration  of  any  purpofe  of 
that  fort  had  been  made,  or  if  there  had  been  any  exercife  of  arms, 
you  mud  have  feen  it  and  known  it  ? 
A .  1  es « 
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g>.  If  you  had  heard  amqngft  the  members  of  this  focicty  any 
proportion  or  intention  to  aflift  the  French  in  an  invasion;  would 
you  have  continued  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  No,  I  certainly  would  not. 

Q.  Were  you  pre  lent  at  the  time  when  a  perfon  who  has  been 
named,  a  Mr.  Yorke,  was  at  the  meeting? 

A.  Yes,  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  attended  one  or  more  meetings? 

A.  I  never  faw  him  there  but  once. 

<p.  Did  he  take  the  chair  ? 

A.  There  was  no  perfon  in  the  chair  that  night  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

Q*  Did  Mr.  Yorke  talk  any  thing  of  vifiting  the  three  king- 
doms, ro  fee  whether  there  were  perfons  that  would  affift  the 
French  in  cafe  of  an  invafion? 

A.  No,  he  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  fpeak  any  thing  of  an  invafion  of  the  French  with  fifty 
thoufand,  or  any  other  number  of  men  I 

A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  exprefs  any  purpofe  or  wifli  in  any  way  whatever  to> ' 
affili  them  in  any  of  the  three  kingdoms  ? 

A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  If  he  had  made  any  public  declaration  of  that  fort>  are  you 
certain  you  mult  have  heard,  him  ? 

A.  Yes. 


George  Clark. 
Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Wood. 


Q.  You  continued  to  meet  pretty  constantly  from  December  till 
the  25th  of  March,  did  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  met  every  night,  once  a  week  ? 

A.  I  milled  two  nights. 

£.  Had  you  a  chairman  at  every  time  of  your  meeting? 

A.  We  did  not  vote  a  chairman  every  night. 

Q.  How  happened  that? 

A.  Sometimes  we  had  no  bufinels  to  do. 

Q.  How  came  you  to  meet  fo  often  as  once  a  week? 

A.  We  met  to  difcourfe  on  our  own  bufinefs,  to  difcourfe  oa 
political  matters. 

Q.  You  difcourfed  on  political  matters  from  half  pafl  feven  till 
nine,  and  then  went  away  ? 

A.  Yes,  we  generally  broke  up  about  that  time. 

^.  You  never  read  any  thing,  Ifuppofe  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  but  very  few  things  read. 

q.  There  were  fame  few  things  read,  were  there? 
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A.  Yes,  Ihave  heard  a  letter  or  two  read,  and  I  heard  an  ex- 
cellent piece  that  came  from  Sheffield,  iigned  "  A  Reformer," 
read  *. 

Q.  Yon  never  heard  any  thing  elfe  read  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

^.  You  mean  to  fwear  you  never  heard  any  thing  eife  read? 

A.  No,  nothing  but  that  and  leuers. 

Q.  You  had  a  good  many  letters  ? 

A.  No,  very  few. 

j£  Who  produced  thofe  letters  ?  did  you  all  produce  letters  ? 

A.  We  had  no  letter,  unlefs  it  came  from  Sheffield,  or  fome 
other  fociety. 

Qj  How  many  focieties  did  you  correfpond  with? 

A.  That  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  come  to  any  refolutions  in  writing  at  your 
meetings  ? 

A.  We  had  general  rules  that  were  read  every  night  of  our 
meeting.  / 

^  Did  you  come  to  any  refolutions  at  your  meetings  ? 

si.  Yes. 

]V!r.  Erfkine.  You  {hall  have  them  all  read. 

Mr.  Lam.  How  can  you  make  them  evidence  ? 

Mr.  Wood,  Who  kept  your  refolutions  ? 

<A.  The  fecretary. 

Q.  Who  was  he  ? 

A.  John  Cheetham  was  fecretary  one  part  of  the  time. 

$h  Who  was  fecretary  the  other  part  of  the  time  ? 

j4.  John  Stacey  and  George  M'Callum. 

^.  Where  is  George  M'Callum  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  ? 

Q.  Is  not  he  gone  to  America  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 


George  Clark. 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Chambre. 

^  Did  you  ever  at  any  time  fee  Mr.  Walker,  or  any  other  de- 
fendant, do  any  one  act  that  was  incontinent  with  the  duty  of  a 
peaceable  citizen  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr  Law.  Does  your  Lordfuip  think  it  is  proper  to  put  fuch  a 
queftion  ? 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Mr.  Walker  is  indicted  before  your  Lordfhip  and 
his  country,  for  having  confederated  and  confpired  with  the  other 
defendants,  and  others  unknown,  to  overthrow  by  force  the  con- 
ititution  of  this  kingdom.  The  evidence  is,  that  this  confederacy 
and  confpiracy  exifted  and  was  brought  into  overt  act,,  at  meet- 

*  See  the  Appendix,.  No.  xii. 
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ings,  at  every,  one  of  which  this  worthy  man  was  tprefent»  I  fay 
I  have  a  right  in  defence  of  my  clients,  and  till  his  Lordfhip  rules 
the  contrary,  I  will  infift  upon  that  right,  that  this  witntfs  (hall 
Cay,  whether  at  any  of  thefe  times,  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Walker 
uttet  any  word,  or  (peak  inconfiftent  with  the  duty  of  a  good  fub- 
jecl:, 

Mr.  Law.     Then  I  object  to  that. 

Mr,  Erfkine,  .  Good  God  !.  where  am  I?  am  I  in  a  Britifli  court 
of  juftice?  how  is  a  man  to  defend  himfelf  under  fuch  a  charge  ? 
how  are  my  clients  to  be  exculpated  ? 
Mr.  Law,     By  legal  evidence. 

Mr,  Juftice  Heath.     I  think  that  queftion  is  admiflible  enough* 
Mr.  Chambre.     Did  yoa  at  any  one  of  thofe  meetings  fee  Mr. 
Walker,  Mr.  Jackfon,   Mr.  Paul,  or  any  of  thofe  perfons  that 
are  now  indicted,  do  any  one  ad  inconfiftent  with  the  char acter  of 
a  peaceable  fubject  ? 

A.  No  ;  I  have  often  heard  Mr.  Walker— — : — 
Mr.  Juftice  Heath.     That  is  irregular. 

Mr,  Erjkine,  Your  Lordfhip  knows  the  conftkution  of  the  coun- 
try gives  me  no  opportunity  of  addreffing  myfelf  to  any  other 
court  for  any  revifion,  and  therefore  I  have  a  better  title  to  be 
heard  ;  I  will  prove  that  Mr,  Walker  made  uie  of  espreflions  there 
of  a  direct  contrary  tendency. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  You  mould  have  examined  to  that  in  chief; 
you  are  coming  to  particulars  now  upon  a  re-examination, 

Mr.  Er/ki-ne.  it  arifes  upon  Mr.  Wood's  crofs  examination.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  that  we  have  your  Lordfhip's  authority  to  examine 
in  chief  to  it ;  we  have  a  great  many  more  witneffes  to  examine. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  If  you  have  a  mind,  afk  that  general  quef- 
tion. 

Mr.  Law.  It  is  a  complex  queftion^  embracing  the  witnefles 
idea  of  what  may  become  an  honeft  man,  pointing  at  no  parti- 
cular fa6t  or  expreffion,  which  any  man  may  anfwer  according  to 
his  vague  ideas  of  propriety. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  When  a  man  is  indicted  for  exciting  fedition  and 
rebellion,  is  it  not  evidence  to  /hew  that  he  held  a  language  directly 
repugnant  to  any  fuch  idea  ?  If  he  had  faid  God  blefs  the  King, 
would  not  that  be  evidence  ? 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.     If  it  was  at  that  meeting. 
Mr.  Law.     Jf  it  goes  to  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct;  but  a 
man  fhall  not  be  juftifiedby  faying  God  blefs  the  King,  in  the  ftrect, 
when  he  has  been  damning  him  in  his  houfe. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath,  Afk  him  to  their  general  declarations. 
Mr.  Chambre,  At  thofe  meetings,  when  Mr.  Walker  was.pre- 
fent,  did  you  hear  him  fay  or  do  any  thing  that  had  a  tendency  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ;  1  am  examining  to  the  meetings 
of  the  Reformation  Society  between  the  nth  of  December  and 
the  25th  of  March? 

A.  When  Mr.  Walker  came  to  our  meetings  he  generally  ad- 
drefted  us  to  attend  to  peace  and  good  order. 

j£.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not  hear  Mr.  Walker  fay  any  thing  in* 
confident  with  peace  and  good  order,  or  any  thing  againft  the 
King  and  his  government,  or  any  thing  that  tended  to  fubvert  it»= 
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or  fay  any  thing  to  excite  people  to  take  up  arms  againit  the  King, 
or  to  deftroy  t  he  conftitution  ? 

A.  1  never  did  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Erjhne.  W  hether  the  witnefs  has  not  a  right  to  go  on  and 
fay,  but  on  the  contrary  hefaid  fo  and  (o,  am  I  not  at  liberty  to  aflc 
that? 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.     Not  in  this  ltage. 

Grid  of  tU  Jury.  What  is  the  height  of  the  warehoufe  in  which 
you  ufed  to  meet  ? 

A.  I  never  took  notice  how  high  it  was,  how  many  pair  of  ftairs 

up. 

Q.  The  height  of  the  room  from  the  floor  to  the  deling? 
Mr.  Erjhne.     We  will  give  evidence  of  that. 


James  Lomax  (fworn.) 

Examined  by  Mr.  Lloyd. 

q.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  In  Salford. 

<Q,  Are  you  a  member  of  any  of  thefe  fbcieties  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  Reformation  Society. 

Q.  When  did  you  become  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 
A.  The  firil  night  I  met,  was  the  Monday  night  after  Mr.  Walk- 
er was  fo  ill  ufed  at  the  riots  in  Manchefter — the  17th  of  December 
I  think,  and  I  entered  about  three  nights  after;  we  met  every 
Monday  night. 

Q.  Did  you  often  attend  the  focieties  ? 

A.  Yes,  1  think  I  did  not  mifs  above  once,  till  the  latter  end  of 
March,  or  the  beginning  of  April,  for  there  were  fome  refolutions 
iigned,  that  were  put  into  the  laft  paper  Mr.  Falkner  printed ;  I 
believe  i  did  not  mifs  but  one  night ;  that  was  fomewhere  towards 
February,  but  I  am  not  certain  which  night  it  was. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  generally  go  to  the  meeting? 

A.  About  feven  o'clock  ;  the  laft  Mondaj  in  the  month  was  my 
box  night,  I  either  then  went  at  eight,  or  at  feven  and  left  the 
place  at  eight. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  ftay  ? 

A,  I  generally  (laid  till  the  end,  till  they  were  all  going,  and 
1  faw  nothing  elie  likely  to  be  done. 

Q.  What  was  the  avowed  object  of  'this  fociety  ? 

A.  To  gain  a  reform  in  parliament. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Dunn  by  fight? 

A.  Yes. 

$K  Did  you  ever  fee  him  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  one  night  he  and  I  were  a  good  deal  together?  I 
recolle&ed  him  when  I  faw  him  to-day  :  I  have  never  feen  him 
iince. 

^.  You  have  feen  Mr.  Walker  there  I 

A>  Yes. 
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.Q  Have  you  ever  heard  Mr.  Walker  damn  the  King? 

A.  No. 

jg.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  perfons  exercife  with  arms  there? 

A.  No. 

^  Did  you  ever  fee  any  firelocks  there  ? 

<d*  No ;  only  the  firft  night  I  went,  I  (lopped  by  the  defire  of 
Mr.  Walker  that  night,  for  {ie  expected  another  riot ;  they  broke 
one  of  his  windows,  we  went  out,  and  whether  Mr.  Walker  had 
a  piflol  in  his  hand  when  we  went  out  to  find  the  perfon,  or  not,  I 
cannot  tell ;  I  faw  nothing  except  in  his  warehouse,  there  were  fix 
pieces  of  fome  fort,  but  not  firelocks. 

i>.  What  do  you  call  them  ?  what  length  are  they  ? 

A.  About  this  length  (dsfcribing  them  to  be  about  eighteen  inchsi 
long,) 

Q.  You  never  faw  aoy  perfon  exercifing  there  with  firelocks  ? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  recommendation  of  beginning  to  ex- 
ercife ? 

Ji.  No. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  fuch  in  the  fociety,  you  mufl  have  feen  it? 

A.  Yes,  and  I  would  have  fcorned  to  have  tarried  in  it. 

^.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Walker,  or  any  other,  fay  they  would 
overthrow  the  conftitution  ? 

■d.  I  never  did. 

j£.  Would  you  have  flayed  in  the  fociety  if  fuch  a  propofal  had 
been  mad«  \ 

A.  I  do  not  believe  I  mould  one  moment. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Walker  or  the  others  who  were  there^ 
fay  or  do  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  the  duty  of  good  fubjects  ? 

^.  No;  I  have  heard  Mr.  Walker  many  times  advife  us  to  be 
peaceable,  and  fay  many  times  he  had  no  doubt  we  (hould  be  peace- 
able :  I  never  faw  any  thing  in  that  fociety  that  they  need  to  be 
a/hamed  of  either  before  God  or  man. 

^  Did  you  ever  hear  them  talk  of  exciting  the  people  to  fedi- 
tion  or  rebellion  ? 

4.  No. 

X£.  Or  exciting  the  people  to  take  up  arms  ? 

A*  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  talk  of  affifting  the  French  ? 

A.  T  never  did. 

jQ.  If  you  had  heard  them  talk  of  affifting  the  French  would  yoa 
have  ftayed  with  them  ? 

A,  No ;  my  principles  ar»  thofe  that  I  would  neither  have  war 
ofFenfive  nor  defenfive. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Collier  ? 

A.  I  believe  I  do  ;  he  is  a  tall  man. 

$K  Do  you  know  what  religion  he  is  of? 

A.  A  Quaker. 

Qj  Have  you  heard  him  fwear  often  I 

A,  No,  I  never  did  in  my  life. 
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James  Lomax. 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Topping. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  In  Salford. 

Q.  What  bufmefs  are  you  ? 

A.  A  weaver. 

Qj.  You  had  attended  thefe  meetings  then  before  you  became  a 
aiember  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  it  was  the  third  night,  but  I  cannot  be  pontive. 

Q^  Then  people  were  admitted  to  attend  thefe  meetings  who 
were  not  actually  members  ? 

A.  I  never  law  any  denied;  I  have  taken  a  man  twice  myfelf. 

j£.  They  were  admitted  to  thefe  meetings,  although  they  were 
aot  members  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  Before  you  became  a  member  you  was  admitted,  and  after 
you  became  a  member  you  took  people  with  you  ? 

A,  I  took  one  man  with  me  that  had  a  deftre  to  go. 

Q»  Upon  the  17th  of  December  you  became  a  member  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  You  faid  you  went  on  the  17th,  and  went  before  you  became 
a  member  ? 

A.  No,  I  never  attended  till  the  17th  of  December. 

Q.  When  did  you  become  a  member  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  the  third  night  after. 

j£.  Did  Mr.  Walker  alk  you  to  become  a  member? 

A>  No,  I  went  of  my  own  free  will ;  I  don't  know  that  any  man 
alked  me. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Paine's  works  being  read  there? 

A.  No,  I  never  faw  them  there. 

Q.  Did  yo  i  hear  them  read  ? 

A.  1  never  did  hear  them  read  there. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  part  of  Paine's  book  read  there  I 

A.  No.  ' 

j£.  Have  not  you,  upon  your  oath,  heard  books  read  there,  which. 
you  underftood  to  be  Paine's  books ; 

A.  I  never  did. 

(£.  That  you  fwear  ? 

A.  I  do;  I  have  heard  books  read  I  did  not  know  whofe  they 
were  ;  if  they  had  been  Paine's,*  they  would  have  mentioned  that, 
J  fuppofe  ? 

.£>.  You  mean  to  fay  no  books  of  Paine's  were  read  there  f 

A.  If  it  had  been  Paine's  Rights  of  Man,  I  mould  have  knowa 
that. 

Q.  Was  it  your  knowledge  of  the  content*  of  that  book  that 
entitled  vou  to  be  a  member  of  this  fociety  ? 

A.  No'. 
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$*  Had  you  the  knowledge  of  Paine's  book  before  you  became 
a  member  of  this  fociety,  or  after  ? 

A.  Before,  I  believe. 

Q.  Upon  your  oath,  have  you  never  heard  Jackfon,  one  of  the 
defendants,  read  Paine's  Rights  of  Man  there  i 

A*  No,  I  never  have  that  i  know  of* 

Q.  You  fay  yon  know  Paine's  Rights  of  Man  perfectly  well  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q?  Will  you  venture  to  fwear  that  you  never  heard  Jackfon 
read  any  part  of  that  book  there  ? 

A»  I  never  have  as  I  know  of. 

Q  Don't  you  know  ? 

<d»  He  has  read  books. 

Q  Has  he  read  books  repeatedly  at  thefe  meetings  ? 

A.  I  onlv  heard  one  or  two  read,  and  thdfe  were  abflra&s, 

0 

Q.  Were  they  not  abftracts  out  of  Paine's  Rights  of  Man  ? 

A*  They  Were  not. 

Q*  What  was  the  fubjeft  he  was  reading  about  to  you? 

A*  There  was  one  book,  1  remember,  that  came  from  London, 
concerning  the  unequal  reprefentation  of  the  people,  that  came 
from  the  Friends  of  the  People* 

Mr.  Topping*  That  came  from  the  Friends  of  the  People  ! 

Mr.  Erjkine.  I  prefume  it  did,  as  I  believe  a  packet  was  trans- 
mitted from  the  Friends  of  the  People  to  the  Conftitutional  Socie- 
ty in  Manchefter.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
and  if  you  have  any  queftion  to  a(k  relative  to  that  fociety,  fwear 
me,  and  I  will  anfwer  them. 

Mr.  Topping,  Who  read  that  ? 

A.  Mr.  Jackfon. 

Q.  Was  he  the  general  reader  at  the  meeting?  who  read  be- 
fides  him  ? 

A*  I  have  heard  Mr.  Walker  read  newfpapers. 

j£.  Sometimes  Mr.  Walker  read,  and  fometimes  Mr.  Jackfon  ? 

A.  We  had  nothing  elfe  to  pafs  our  time  away  with;  and  to  fee 
how  public  affairs  were  going  on. 


James  Lopuix, 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Lloyd* 

Qj  What  night  was  h  you  faw  Mr.  Walker  go  out,  and  you 
fuppofe  with  a  piftol  ? 

A.  It  was  on  the  17th  of  December. 

jQ.  Were  the  riots  then  continued  ? 

A,  They  broke  one  of  Mr*  Walker's  windows  that  night. 

j£*  You  were  not  a  member  then? 

J.  No. 

JtJ.  You  went  as  a  friend  to  defend  Mr.  Walker's  hpufe  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  The  book  you  heard  read  was,  you  fay,  the  publication  by 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  London? 

A*  It  was. 
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James  Roberts,  (fvvorn.) 

Examined  by  Mr.  Vaughan. 

<^.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Reformation  Society  at  Manchef- 
ter  \ 

A.  Yes. 

<^  How  long  have  vou  been  a  member  of  that  fociety  1 

A.  I  entered,  I  believe,  on  the  ? .:  il  of  December  i  7y2. 

Qj  Have  you  regularly  attended  the  meetings  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  I  attended  very  regularly. 

Q.  From  this  time  in  December  til!  what  time  ? 

A*  Till  the  ioth  day  of  June  1793. 

<^.  What   was  the   avowed  object  of  the  meetings  of  this  foci* 
ety  i 

A.  To  obtain,  by  conftkutional  means,  a  fair  and  adequate  re« 
presentation  of  the  people. 

j^  Do  you  know  Mr.  Thomas  Walker  I 

si.  Yes. 

j^.  Have  you  feen  him  at  your  Preformation  Society  ? 

jl.  Very  frequently. 

G).  Up  to  what  time  did  you  fee  Mr.  Walker  there  ? 

ji.  Till  the  i»Qth  day  of  April. 

<^.  Have  you  feen  Thomas  Dunn  there  ? 

yJ.  Yes,  1  have. 

J£.   Have  you  been  prefent  when  Dunn  was  prefent  ? 

A.  Yes.      ' 

I£.  Did  you  at  any  of  thefe  times,  when  Thomas  Dunn  was  pre- 
fent, fee  any  exercihng  of  men  with  arms? 

A,  No,  never. 

Qj  Or  at  any  other  time,  when  Dunn  was  not  there,  did  you 
fee  any  exercifingof  men  with  arms? 

A.  Never. 

Qj  Did  you  at  any  time  hear  any  language  whatever  from  Mr, 
Thomas  Walker,  or  any  other  perfons,  inciting  the  fociety  to  ex* 
ercife  with  arms,  for  any  purpofe,  and  what  ? 

A.  No,  1  never  faw  them  exercife  with  arms. 

j£.  In  what  place  did  this  Reformation  Society  meet  \ 

A.  In  Mr.  Thomas  Walker's  warehouse. 

Qj  Up  flairs,  or  below  (lairs  \ 

A*  Above  ftairs. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  height  of  this  warehoufe,  from  the  floor 
to  the  ceiling? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  from  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  or  any  other 
perfons  whatever,  any  language  relative  to  cutting  oft-  the  head  of 
the  King,  or  any  thing  of  a  fimilar  tendency  ? 

A.  Never  in  my  life. 

K 
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0.  Did  you  ever  hear  or  fee  from  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  any  lan- 
guage or  conduct  whatever,  that  tended  to  incite  the  people  againft 
the  government,  or  to  any  fimilar  purpofe? 

A.  I  never  did. 

i£.  Did  you  ever  fee  in  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  or  any  other  per- 
fons  whatever  attending  that  fociety,  any  conduct  unbecoming  ho- 
neft  men  and  good  fubje&s  f 

A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  arms  at  any  time  in  the  Warehoufe? 

A.  Juft  after  the  riot  I  faw  fome  pieces  of  cannon;  there  were 
five  or  fix. 

Qj  What  fort  of  cannon  were  they,  twenty-four  or  forty  eight 
pounders \ 

A-  I  do  not  properly  underftand  them. 

il*  What  length  were  they  ? 

sf,  -About  three  quarters  of  a  yard  long. 

O.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  muifcetry  there? 

A*  No,  never  but  on  the  twelfth  of  December. 

<2..  You  never  faw  any  mufketry  at  any  time  during  your  atten- 
dance, but  on  the  night  of  the  riot,  or  the  night  after  ? 

A.  No,  that  was  one  mufket  in  Mr.  Walker's  kitchen. 

O;  How  often  did  you  fee  that  \ 

A,  Never  but  once. 


James  Roberts. 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  John/on* 

Q.  What  are  you  ? 

A.  I  am  in  a  warehoufe. 

Q.  What  trade  are  you  ? . 

-J.  I  am  in  a  warehoufe. 

Q.  What  are  you? 

A.  A  warehoufeman. 

<^.  Who  do  you  live  with  ? 

A.  Meflrs.  Nichols  and  Roberts. 

Qj  Who  introduced  you  into  this  Society  ? 

A,  I  was  not  introduced  by  any  perfon.  * 

Qj,  How  came  you  to  go  there  ? 

A^  I  went  there  the  12th  of  December,  the  night  following  the 
iirft  riot. 

.£>.  Were  there  more  riots  than  one  ? 

A.  The  mob  met  two  days  together. 

<7.  I  afked  who  introduced  you  to  this  fociety  ;  you  faid,  nobody. 
When  did  you  go  to  it  firft  ? 

A.  The  1 2th  of  December  was  the  firft  time  I  went  to  Mr.  Walk- 
er's. 

<£.  When  was  the  firft  time  you  went  to  the  fociety  i 

A.  The  20th  of  December. 

jg.  Was  you  a  member  then  ? 
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A.  No,  I  did  not  become  a  member  until  the  31ft  of  Decem- 
ber. 

Qj.  You  faid,  jufl  now,  you  became  a  member  on  the  31ft  Janu- 
ary  1793. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cocke//.  You  have  taken  him  down  wrong. 

Mr.  John/on.  What  was  your  inducement  to  become  a  member 
of  this  Reformation  Society  ? 

4,  They  wifhed  a  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Don't  let  us  enquire  into  that. 

Mr.  Erjk'ne.  It  is  evidence  for  the  defendants,  and  if  the  gentle, 
men  choole  to  afk  it,  I  have  a  right  to  the  evidence. 

A.  On  the  12th  of  December,  as  I  was  at  work,  I  faw  a  great 
concourfe  of  people  met  in  the  market  place;  I  thought  there 
would  be  a  riot  in  the  evening  ;  I  went  out,  went  into  the  church 
yard,  and  went  to  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  trnt  night ;  and  I  faw  fuch 
conduct  in  Mr.  Walker,  and  the  people  that  were  there,  that  it 
m  ade  me  determine  to  enter  among  them. 

Mr.  Jolmfm,  You  fay  you  faw  no  exercifing,  but  you  did  fee 
arms  ? 

A.  I  never  faw  any  fire-arms,  but  one  mufket  ? 

Qj  Did  you  fee  no  other  fire-arms  ? 

A.  Yes,  fix  pieces  of  cannon. 

Q.  Were  they  large  enough  to  carry  a  pound  ball  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell,  1  was  never  ufed  to  them. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  any  blunderbuffes  there  ? 

A-  I  do  not  recollect  feeing  any  blunderhufies  there, 

<7.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  books  read  there  ? 

A.  I  heard  one  book  read. 

Q,  What  was  it  ? 

A.  They  called  it  the  Irifh  Addrefs  to  the  Scotch. 

Q.  Who  read  that  ? 

A.  Mr.  Walker  did. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  cannot  recollect  any  particular  paflage  in  it  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr.  Erfk'me.  I  dare  fay  you  recollect  that  is  not  evidence,  there- 
fore you  afk  it. 

Mr.  Law.  It  confirms  him  as  to  the  reading  of  books  there. 
Mr.  Juftiee  Neath.  There  is  no  doubt,  your  witnefs  was  there. 
Mr.  John/on.  You  heard  that  read  by  Mr.  Walker  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Vaughzn.  They  did  not  ffjoulder  thefe  fwivels,  did  they  r 
4,  No,  never. 


Mary  De?iha?n  (fworn)f 
•Examined  by  Mr.  Erfk'me, 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  as  a  fervant  with  Mr.  Walker  \ 

A.  K or  two  years  upon  the  10th  of  March  lafi. 

&  Do  you  remember  the  attack  made  upon  your  matter's  hcjufe  ? 
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Q.  Was  you  in  the  houfe  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  fuprofe  you  was  pretty  much  frightened? 
<tf.  Yes,  I  was, 

$b  Do  you  remember  any  cannon  ? 
A  Yes, 

^,.  VvTSien  were  tbcfe  cannon  brought  to  town  I 
'4*    i  lie  c'av  after  the  rior. 
£>.  Where  were  they  before  ? 
A,  In  the  country. 

ft  At  barlow-B-li,  where  Mr.  Walker  lives  ?    - 
4  Yes. 

p.  They  are  little  things  upon  carriages  ? 
«tf  Y^. 

j^.  They  were  brought  into  town  the  day  after  the  riot  ? 
'4.  Yes. 

<s>.  Before  the  rime  that  thefe  cannon  came,  do  vou  remember 
ffcei'-g  fire-arms  in  your  matter  s  houfe  ? 

«?,  W^s  you  admitted  to  all  the  parts  of  the  warehoufe,  and  the 
liO-ife — you  went  where  you  pleafed,  1  fuppofe? 
&  Yes* 

a.   Did  you  ever  fee  any  men  exercifing  with  arms  there  ? 
A.  No. 

q.   D\d  you  ever  hear  of  any  thing  like  it  ? 
A-  No. 
j£.    Did  you  ever  fee  any  arms  there  before  the  time  of  the 

^.  No, 

Q.  If  any  fuch  e^ercife  of  people  with  arms  had  taken  place, 
gfiu'"t  you  not  have  known  it  \ 

A.' Ye*. 

o.   Why  fhoiild  you  have  known  it? 

si.  They  could  not  do  it  in  the  warehoufe,  or  houfe,  without 
ir?v  feeing  or  hearing  ir. 

$K  Dh\  you  ever  either  fee  any  fuch  thing  done,  or  hear  of  its 
beiwgclo^e? 

A.  No,  never* 

p.  Can  you  take  upon  you  to  fvrear  that  it  was  not  done  ? 

sT.  Yes, 

Q.  After  the  riots,  we  underPcand  thefe  cannon,  and  fome  muf- 
kets,  v.nc]  other  arms  were  brought  for  the  purpofe  cf  defending 
the  koofe  ?  * 

A.  %("*■• 

Q.  What  was  tinnc  with  them  after  the  rath  of  December? 

A.  Thev  went  imo  the  country  a  pain  I  believe. 

q.  What  was  it  that  went  into  the  country  again? 

A.  The  cannon. 

<J>.  What  became  of  the  blunderbufles,  piftols,  and  mufkets? 

A*  I  never  few  any. 

Q,  Yon  never  faw  any  after  the  riot,  nor  before  ? 

/I.  No,  <. 

$Q,  You  don  t  know  where  thefe  cannon  went  to! 

«■</.  Kg,  I  law  no  more  of  them. 
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Mary  Denham. 
Crofs  examined  by  Mr.  James. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  any  of  thefe  Reformation  Societies  ? 

A.  No. 

<?.  Did  you  ever  attend  them  ? 

A.  No. 

j£.  How  could  you  tell  what  was  going  forward  at  any  of  thofe 
meetings  ?  you  did  not  generally  attend  the  warehoufe. 

A.  No. 

^  Your  bufinefs  was  in  the  houfe  ? 

-*.  Yes. 

Q^.  But  how  can  you  pretend  to  fay  what  was  done  in  the  ware- 
house ;  they  might  have  been  in  the  warehoufe  for  what  you 
know  ? 

A.  Not  to  exercife  they  could  not ;  I  muft  have  feen  them 
through  the  windows. 

££.  Have  you  been  accuflomed  to  fee  men  exercife? 

A,  I  have  feen  the  foldiers  exercife. 

Q,  They  did  not  always  fire  when  they  exercifed? 

A.  No. 

O.  Have  you  not  feen  them  exercife,  when  they  made  very  lit- 
tie  noife  I 

A.  No,  T  do  not  know  that  I  have. 

j£.  Have  you  never  feen  them  prefent.  and  rife,  and  kneel,  and 
fo  on  ;  you  fay  there  were  no  blunderbufies  or  mufkets  ? 

A.  I  never  faw  any. 

O.  And  if  there  was,  vou  muft  have  feen  them,  inufl:  vou  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Is  there  not  a  double  light  through  the  ware- 
houfe ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  if  they  had  been  exercifing  with  fire-arms  there,  mua  you 
not  have  feen  and  heard  them  ? 
"■    A?.  Yes. 


Martha  Wtiktnfon  (fworn). 
Examined  by  Mr.  Sergeant  Cocke  I! . 

j£>.  I  underhand  you  live  in  the  fervice  of  Mr.  Walker  ;  you  at- 
tend the  Mifs  Walkers,  as  their  maid  \ 

A.  Yes. 

Q*  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Mr.  Walker's  fervice  ? 

A.  More  tlran  three  years  and  a  half. 

{J.  Where  was  you  at  the  time  of  the  riot,  the  firft  night  Mr. 
Walker's  houfe  was  attacked  ? 
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A.  At  Barlow. 

.<£.  Mr.  Walkers  country  residence  ? 

A,  Yes. 

Q.  When  die!  you  return  from  Barlow  ? 

j4.  The  day  after. 

J£.  How  long  did  you  continue  after  you  bad  returned  fro«  Bar- 
low? 

A.  Till  the  beginning  of  May. 

Q.  During  that  period  you  lived  in  his  houfe  at  Manchefter? 

J$i  I  did. 

fK  Do  you  remember  after  your  return  from  Barlow,  whether 
any  arms  of  any  fort  were  fent  for  ? 

A.  No. 

j?.  Do  you  remember  the  cannon  ? 

A.  Yes. 

(?.  Where  did  they  come  from  ? 

A.  From  Barlow,  before  I  came. 

.£?.  How  long  before? 

A.  The  iame  day  I  came. 

Q.  That  was  the  day  after  the  riot  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q,.  You  know  Mr.  Walker's  warehoufe  ? 

■f.  Yes. 

*4.  Can  you  from  any  room  in  the  houfe  fee  into  the  warehoufe? 

A  Yes/ 

i£.  Is  the  warehoufe  fo  near  to  that  part  of  the  houfe,  from 
whence  you  can  fee  into  the  warehoufe,  that  if  any  noife,  for  in- 
ftance  the  clattering  of  ramrods,  or  any  thing  of  that  fort  had  hap» 
pened,  you  could  have  heard  them  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  feen  foldiers  exercife  at  Manchefter  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  I  ever  did. 

Qj,  But  if  there  lnd  been  any  noife  of  that  fort,  you  was  near 
enough  to  have  heard,  and  to  have  feen  ? 

A.  Yes. 

.#.  Did  you  ever  hear  or  fee  at  any  time  in  your  life,  any  men 
exercifincr  in  arms  at  Mr.  Wralker*s  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

J^.  If  fetch  a  thing  had  happened  when  thefe  weekly  meetings 
were  held,  mud  you  not  at  fome  time  or  other  have  heard  it  ? 
A.  Mod  certainly  I  mutt. 

Jg.  And  you  are  prepared,  fafely  and  confcientiouQy  to  fwear, 
that  no  fuch  thing  happened? 

A.  I  am. 

j£.  Defcribethe  fituation  of  this  window? 

A.  There  is  but  a  narrow  yard  that  parts  the  warehoufe  and  the 
houfe,  and  the  windows  of  the  warehoufe,  and  the  windows  of  the 
room  in  which  I  was,  were  oppofite. 

jg.  Then  if  any  thing  of  that  fort  had  happened,  you  mufl  have 
feen  and  heard  it  ? 

A.  I  certainly  fhould. 

6).  Do  you  know  the  height  of  the  warehoufe? 

d.  I  do  not. 
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J^.  You  know  the  gentlemen  who  came  to  Mr.  Walker's  ;  you 
know  that  clubs  were  held  there  ? 

A,  Yes. 

4^  I  confine  myfelf  to  the  time  during  the  holding  of  the  clubs; 
did  you  ever  hear  any  noife  then  of  arms  ? 

A.  Never. 

4>.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  exerciiing  of  men  at  thofe  times,  or  at 

any  other? 
A*  Never. 


Martha  Wilkin f on. 

Crofe-examined  by  Mr.  haw, 

Q.  In  what  room  do  you  ufually  live  ? 
A,  In  the  nurfery  ;  the  nurlery  in  general. 
£?.  Is  the  nurlery  higher  or  lower  than  the  warehoufe? 
A.  From  the  nurfery  windows  we  can  fee  into  feveral  rooms  of 
the  warehoufe. 

Qj  Is  it  higher  or  lower? 

A.  It  is  higher  than  one  part  of  the  warehoufe,  and  lower  than 
another. 

Q.  Is  it  as  high  as  the  upper  room  of  the  warehoufe  ? 
A.  It  is  not  quite  fo  high. 

Qj  Will  you  fay,  that  you  can  conveniently,  from  that  room, 
fee  into  the  upper  room  of  the  warehoufe  ? 
A*  We  can  fee  into  it. 

<£.  Can  you  fee  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  warehoufe,  from 
the  nurfery  ? 

A.  Yes,  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  upper  warehoufe  ? 
Q.  The  upper  warehoufe  of  all  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  was  you  every  night,  for  forty  nights  together,  when 
thefe  perfons  were  there,  fo  watching  their  proceedings,  that  you 
could  know  if  a  perfon  had  put  a  mulket  to  his  flioulder  ? 

A.  I  was  not  conftantly  watching,  but  I  have  no  doubt  if  there 
had  been  fuch  a  thing  I  fhould  have  known  it. 
j2_.  Did  you  obferve  all  that  palled  there  ? 
A.  We  frequently  watched  them. 
Q,  What  did  they  do  when  you  watched  them  ? 
A*  We  never  faw  but  they  were  fitting  ftill. 
Q.  Talking? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  faw  books,  I  take  for  granted? 
A.  No,  1  did  not. 
j£.  You  never  faw  any  thing  read  ? 
A.  Never. 

g_.  But  if  there  had  been  Paine's  book,  or  any  other  book  read, 
you  muft  have  feen  it  ? 

A*  I  did  not  fee  any  book. 
J£.  If  they  had  been  fo  employed,  you  mud  have  feen  that  too  I 
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A*  I  cannot  fay. 

Q.  Why  could  you  not  fee  a  book  held  up,  juft  as  well  as  fee  a 
mufket  held  up? 

A.  I  never  did  fee  a  book  read. 

Q.  How  many  might  there  be  in  the  room  at  a  time? 

A-  I  cannot  fay  the  exact  number,  . 

Q.  You  have  teen  Dunn  there  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Were  there  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  fifty  there  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

q.  Do  you  think  there  were  fo  many  as  forty  or  fifty  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q„  Had  you  never  the  curiofity  to  count  them  when  there  was  a 
good  number  ? 

A,  Never. 

^.  But  if  there  had  been  books,  you  think  you  mud  have  feen 
them,  and  you  never  law  any  read? 

A,  I  never  faw  any  book  read. 


Martha  Wilkin f on* 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Cocke//, 

Q.  From  this  nurfery,  in  which  you  frequently  were,  in  the 
evenings,  if  there  had  been  men  exercifmg,  you  muft  have  feen 
them  ? 

J.  Yes. 

Q.  What  fort  of  windows  are  the  warehoufe  windows  > 

A,  Nearly  the  length  of  the  warehoufe. 

Francis  Roberts  (fworn.) 
Examined  by  Mr.  Chambre, 


q.  You  are  a  fervant  to  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A-  Yes. 

^>.  How  long  have  you  lived  with  him  ? 

A.  I  came  to  live  with  Mr.  Walker  in  the  year  1791 ;  I  have 
lived  with  him  ever  (ince. 

Q.  You  were  fervant  to  him,  of  courfe,  when  the  riots  hap- 
pened in  Manchefter  ? 

A,  I  was. 

j^.  Mr.  Walker  has  a  houfe  at  Manchefter,  and  a  country- houfe 
at  Barlow  ? 

A,  He  has.  <, 
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Qj,  At  the  time  of  the  riots  were  you  at  Manchefter,  or  Bar- 
low ? 

A.  At  Barlow. 

.£?.  When  did  you  come  from  Barlow? 

A.  The  morning  following. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  fire  arms  Mr  Walker  had  for  the  protec- 
tion of  both  his  houfes  ? 

A*  There  was  nothing  for  the  protection  of  his  houfe  except 
two  piftols,  and  two  blunderbuffes,  and  two  fowling  pieces  that  I 
ever  faw. 

Q^  Had  he  any  fwivels? 

A,  Yes,  half  a  dozen. 

Qj  Where  were  the  fwivels  at  the  time  when  the  riot  hap- 
pened ? 

A,  At  Barlow-hall. 

Q^  When  were  they  removed  from  Barlow  to  Manchefter  ? 

A.  The  day  after  the  riots. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  he  became  polTefled  of  thofe  fwivels  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  When  you  came  from  Barlow,  how  long  did  you  continue  at 
Manchefter  ? 

A,  We  came  the  i2thof  December,  and  returned  back  the  5th  of 
May. 

i?.  Immediately  after  you  came  on  the  12th  of  December,  and 
for  fome  time  after,  was  there  any  watch  kept  at  Mr.  Walker's 
houfe,  to  prevent  any  mifchief  being  done  to  the  houfe — did  people 
fit  up  all  night  ? 

J,  Yes,  they  did. 

©.  Did  you  lit  up  for  the  protection  of  the  houfe  fometimes  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Qj  How  long  were  they  obliged,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  houfe, 
to  keep  up  this  fort  of  watch  ? 

A.  For  the  courfe  of  a  month,  or  thereabouts. 

Q.  Were  you  often  among  thofe  that  fat  up  ? 

A.  I  was. 

<®.  Of  courfe  you  were  in  the  houfe  at  all  the  meetings  of  the 
Reformation  Society,  that  took  place  between  the  1 2th  of  Decem- 
ber and  the  5th  of  May  ? 

A,  I  was. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  occafion  to  go  into  the  room  where  thefe .meet- 
ings were  held  ? 

A,  I  had  frequent  occafion. 

(j.  Were  thefe  meetings  held  with  open  doors,  or  were  the  doors 
locked  ? 

A.  I  always  found  the  doors  wide  open. 

^  There  was  no  fort  of  fecrecy  about  the  purpofes  of  their 
meeting? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

^.  Have  you  flayed  any  time  when  people  were  in  the  rocrni>  fe 
as  to  hear  the  converfation  that  pafled  ? 

A,  I  cannot  fay  that  I  have. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  at  any  time  hear  any  expreflions  made  ufe  of* 
damning  the  King? 

L 
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A.  Nothing  of  the  fort. 

<£.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  expreflions  of  any  fort  made  ufe  of,  to 
incite  any  of  the  people  there  to  break  the  peace  ? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  thing  of  the  fort. 

j^.  Was  there  any  exercife  of  men  with  guns  or  other  arms  ? 

A,  Nothing  of  the  fort. 

$.  Do  you  think  you  muft  have  known  it,  if  any  fuch  thing  had 
been  praclifed  in  the  place  where  thefe  people  met,  or  in  any  part 
of  your  matter's  houfe? 

A.  I  am  fure  fuch  things  could  not  be  made  ufe  of,  but  I  mould 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it,  fome  how  or  other. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  whatever  fee  or  hear  any  thing  done  or 
faicl  there,   that  had  any  tendency  to  difturb  the  public  peace  ? 

A.  I  never  did. 


Francis  Roberts. 


Crofs- examined  by  Mr.  Wood. 

Qj  How  many  people  might  there  be  at  thofe  meetings  when 
you  faw  them  ? 

A.  There  might  be  twenty  or  thirty,  and  fometimes  more. 

X£.  How  many  men  do  you  think  there  might  be,  fifty  or  fixty, 
perhaps  ? 

A.  I  believe  not  fo  many. 

j£.  How  many  do  you  think  ? 

A.  There  might  be  thirty  five,  or  fo. 

Q.  Is  that  the  moil  you  ever  faw  ? 

A*  I  do  not  know  in  particular  that  it  is. 

£.  Have  you  not  feen  fixty,  or  more,  there  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  You  won't  go  higher  than  thirty -five  ? 

A.  No,  I  will  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  thofe  people  that  had  got  there  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  I  believe  you  was  very  feldom  at  thofe  meetings ;  did  you 
ever  ftay  a  meeting  through,  from  beginning  to  end  \ 

A.  No. 

«^.  How  long  might  yon  ftay  at  a  time  ? 

A.  Three  or  four  minutes,  or  fo,  while  I  delivered  my  mef- 
fage. 

j^.  When  you  ftayed  up  to  protect  this  houfe,  what  had  you  to 
protect  it  with  ? 

A.  We  had  a  fwordor  two. 

Q.  How  many  might  ftay  with  you  ?  did  any  of  the  people  that 
attended  thefe  meetings  ftay  with  you  ? 

A.  They  did. 

Q.  The  Reformation  Society  ftayed  with  you,  did  they  ? 

A%  Some  of  thofe  people  that  met  in  the  warehoufe. 
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Q.  How  many  nights  might  they  ftay  up  with  you  * 
A.  I  cannot  pretend  to  (ay  how  many. 

Qj  How  many  may  you  have  had  at  a  time  to  ftay  up  with 
you  \ 

A.  Four  or  five. 

Q,  Not  always  the  fame  people,  I  fuppofe  f 

A.  No. 


Francis  Roberts, 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Chambre. 

Qk  You  never  particularly,  I  fuppofe,  counted  the  number,  to 
know  exactly  how  many  there  might  be  i 
A.  I  never  did. 

Mr.  Edward  Creen  (fworn.) 
Examined  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 

JP.  You,  I  believe,  were  apprentice  to  Mr.  Walker,  and  brought 
up  in  his  warehouie  ? 

A.  Yes. 

X?.  How  long  have  you  been  with  him  ? 

A,  It  will  be  eight  years  in  July. 

Qj.  Do  you  remember  the  night  of  the  riots  ? 

A.  Yes. 

ZK  Do  you  remember  whether  there  were  any  arms  got  to  defend 
Mr.  Walker**  houfe  ? 

A,  Yes,  there  were  fome  got. 

£K  Do  you  know  what  arms  they  were? 

A,  They  were  mufkets. 

£K  Were  there  any  fwivels  ? 

ji.  No. 

fjj  Not  that  night  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  How  many  mufkets  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  number. 

Mr.  Lloyd.  Were  you  in  the  houfe  the  firfl:  night  of  the  riot  ? 

A.  I  was. 

.£?.  Do  you  know  when  the  fwivels  were  bought  ? 

A,  T hey  were  a  prefent  to  Matter  Walker,  by  Mr.  Jackfon ; 
they  were  bought  at  Mr.  Livefey's  fale. 

9  Do  you  know  any  occafion  upon  which  thofe  fwivels  were 
fired? 

^.  I  remember  they  were  fired  upon  the  anniverfary  of  the  repeal 
of  the  fuftian  tax. 

Q.  At  any  other  time? 

A.  I  was  not  prefent  at  any  other  time. 
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'Q,  What  is  your  bufinefs  at  Mr.  Walker's,  chiefly  ? 

A.  in  the  foreign  counting  houfe. 

Q.  Is  that  up  flairs,  or  below,  in  his  warehoufe  ? 

A.  Up  ftairs. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.     Do  you  live  in  the  houfe  ? 

A.  1  lived  in  the  houfe  five  years. 

Mr.  Lloyd.  In  what  part  of  the  warehoufe  is  the  foreign  count- 
inghoufe  ? 

A.  It  looks  towards  Salford,  up  two  pair  of  ftairs. 

j^_.   Do  you  know  the  room  where  the  focieties  met  ? 

A.  It  was  in  a  room  up  another  pair  of  ftairs,  where  the  focie- 
ties met. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  occafion  to  go  into  that  room  when  they 
were  met. 

A.  I  had  frequent  occafions  to  go  up  to  Mr.  Walker  upon  bufi- 
nefs ? 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  door  either  locked  or  faftened  ? 

A,  Never. 

<^.  Did  they  feem  to  be  about  fecret  bufinefs  ? 

A.  Not  at  all. 

ip.  Did  you  go  in  without  interruption? 

A.  Yes. 

i£.  Have  you  had  occafion  to  go  in  more  than  once  in  an  evening? 

A.  I  may  have  gone  two  or  three  times,  not  finding  Mr.  Walker 
in  the  firft  time. 

Qj  How  near  is  that  room  to  the  room  where  you  ufed  to  fit 

writing  ? 

A.  Up  another  pair  of  ftairs. 

Qj  Is  part  of  that  room,  over  the  room  thatyouwasin? 

J.  It  is. 

Qj  Did  you  ever  fee  any  men  exercifing  with  arms  when  you 
went  up  ? 

A.  Never. 

Qj,  When  you  were  writing,  did  your  ever  hear  any  arms  clash- 
ing ? 

ji   Never. 

Q  Were  there  carpets  upon  the  floor,  or  any  thing  of  that  kind, 
to  prevent  the  found  ? 

A.  No. 

$.  I  under  ftand  that  you  never  faw  any  men  exercifing  with  arms? 

A.  Never. 

X£.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  height  of  that  room  ? 

A.  i  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  fuch  a  room  that  a  man  could 
fhoulder  a  firelock  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  took  particular  notice. 

Qj  Did  you  fend  word  before  you  went  in,  or  go  in  without  giv- 
ing notice  ? 

A.  Without  giving  notice. 

j£.  When  you  went  in,  did  you  hear  any  converfation — did  you 
ever  hear  Mr.  Walker  damn  the  King  ? 

A,  No, 
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X?.  Or  talk  of  overturning  the  conftitution  i 

A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  converfation  of  aiding  and  aliifting  the 
French  ? 

A.  No. 

JiK  You  never  heard  any  thing  of  the  kind  I 

A.  No. 

J^_.  When  you  went  in,  did  they  feem  inftantly  to  ceafe  their 
converfation,  or  to  go  on  with  it  ? 

■A.  They  went  on  with  the  bufinefs  they  were  about. 

<2_.  Whenever  you  went  in,  did  you  hear  Mr.  Walker,  or  any 
other  perfon,  fay  any  thing  to  excite  difturbance  of  the  peace  ? 

A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Or  exciting  them  to  take  up  arms  to  aid  the  French? 

4.  No,  never. 

Q.  Or  for  any  other  purpofe  ? 

A.  No,  by  no  means,  I  never  heard  any  thing  of  the  kind.     . 

Qj  Or  to  overthrow  the  conftitution  ? 

A.  No. 


Mr.  Edward  Green, 


Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Topping. 

Q.  If  I  underftand  you,  you  have  been  feveral  years  with  Mr. 
Walker  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  known  Mr.  Walker  eleven  years. 

[K  You  was  a  perfon,  therefore,  perfectly  well  known  as  one  of 
Mr.  Walker's  family  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  take  upon  you  to  fay,  how  many  people  you  have 
ever  feen  aflembled  at  any  one  time  ? 

A.  Very  likely  feventeen,  eighteen,  or  twenty. 

Q.  Will  you  take  upon  yourfelf  to  fay,  you  have  not  feen  to  the 
number  of  fifty  or  fixty  at  a  time? 

-A.  Upon  the  night  of  the  riots  there  were  a  good  many. 

i>.  Can  you  take  upon  you  to  fay,  you  have  not  feen  to  the  num- 
ber of  fifty  or  fixty  aflembled  ? 

A.  I  will  take  upon  me  to  fvvear  I  have  not  feen,  what  I  conceive 
to  be,  fuch  a  number  as  that. 

j^.  You  don't  mean  to  fay  you  can  form  any  accurate  eftimate  of 
the  number  \ 

A.  No. 

j^.  You  was  not  a  member  of  this  fociety  ? 

A.  I  was  not. 

GK  You  never  went  up  to  this  room,  unlefs  you  had  occafion  to 
fpeakto  Mr.  Walker,  then  you  went,  and  he  was  called  out  to 
you  ? 

A.  I  always  went  in  to  him. 
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Q.  My  friend  has  afked  you  as  to  having  heard,  or  not,  expref- 
fions  ufed  about  the  King  ;  now  can  you  take  upon  you  to  fwear 
what  they  were  doing,  from  what  you  heard  ? 

A.  Their  converfation  ieemed  to  turn  upon  ,  the  queftion  of  a 
reform  in  parliament. 

(?.  Whether  you  mean  to  fwear,  that  you  knew  or  ever  heard 
from  any  individual  there,  any  particular  expreffions  ufed  at  all 
that  you  can  relate  to  the  Jury  \ 

A.  I  do  not. 

j£.  You  was  not  a  member  of  the  fociety  r 

J.  No. 

Qj  Your  object  in  going  there  was  not  to  learn  what  they  were 
doing  ? 

A.  No. 

Qj  When  you  did  go  there,  it  was  merely  to  fpeak  to  Mr.  Walk- 
er about  his  own  bufmefs  as  a  merchant  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q  What  fize  is  the  room  in  which  this  fociety  was  held  ? 

A,  It  is  a  long  room. 

.Q.  And  will  hold  a  great  number  or  people,  will  it  not  ? 

A.  It  will  hold  a  good  many  people. 

Qj.  Is  it  the  length,  or  half  the  length  of  this  room  ? 

A.  I  think  it  is  nearly  the  length  of  this  room. 

j£.  Is  there  not  another  room  upon  the  fame  floor ;  does  all  the 
attic  (lory  make  only  one  room  ? 

A,  There  is  another  room. 

Q.  There  is  another  room  upon  the  fame  floor,  befides  the  room 
in  which  the  fociety  was  held  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  is. 

Q.  You  faid  you  thought  part  of  it  was  over  the  counting-houfe 
where  you  are  ? 

A.  Yes,  part  of  it  is  over  that  room. 


Mr.  Edward  Green* 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Lloyd. 

Q  The  reafon  why  you  think  the  warehoufe  is  over  the  counting 
houle  is,  that  both  rooms  look  into  Salford  ? 

A.  Yes  both  rooms  come  to  the  end  of  the  building. 

<%.  Was  it  any  part  of  your  butinefs  to  fee  that  all  the  fires  were 
out  in  this  warehoufe,  and  to  lock  up  at  night  ? 

A.  It  is  my  general  cuttom  to  go  through  the  warehoufe,  and  to 
lock  it  up. 

4j^  Did  you  find  any  arms  lying  there,  when  you  went  through 
the  rooms  to  lock  all  up  ? 

A.  Never. 

Q,  Did  you  go  into  this  room  generally  ? 

A.  Yes,*  1  did. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  fee  any  arms  lying  there  ? 

A.  Never. 
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Mr.  George  Duckworth  (fworn.) 

Examined  by  Mr.  Vaughan. 

Qj,  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Walker,  at  Man- 
chefter  ? 

A.  I  am. 

.£.  You  are  alfo  acquainted  with  the  warehoufe  of  that  houfe, 
and  the  height  of  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  Mr.  Walker  took  me  through  the  houfe  and  warehoufe 
a  few  days  ago,  to  fhew  them  to  me  ;  I  had  not  feen  the  warehoufe 
before,  only  occaiionally  when  I  went  on  bufinefs.  Mr.  Walker 
fhewed  me  the  different  rooms  of  the  warehoufe  upon  every  ftory. 
I  meafured  the  height  of  two  ftories,  which  appeared  to  be  the 
higheft,  and  the  lowed.  The  higheft  room,  to  the  beft  of  niy  re- 
collection (for  I  did  not  expect  to  be  examined  here }  was  nine  feet 
high  between  the  beams,  and  eight  feet  fix  inches  high  under  the 
beams. 

Mr.  Law,     You  did  not  meafure  them  ? 

A,  Yes,  I  did. 

j£.  Did  you  make  anj  minute  ? 

A.  No.  The  lowed  ftory  was  feven  feet  fix  inches  high  under 
the  beams,  and  eight  feet  between  the  beams  ;  1  took  a  mufket  out 
of  the  room  in  which  Mr.  Walker  had  put  the  arms,  and  fixed  the 
bayonet,  to  moulder  it :  when  I  mouldered  it,  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  touched  the  ceiling:  if  I  had  thrown  it  up  to  my  moulder 
in  the  manner  they  do  in  the  manual  exercife,  the  bayonet  would 
have  ftuck  into  the  ceiling  ;  I  could  not  poife  it.  This  was  the 
higheft  room  in  the  warehoufe.  The  rooms  in  the  uppermoft  ftory 
are  the  higheft. 


Mr.  George  Duckworth, 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Law. 

Qj  You  had  no  idea  of  giving  any  account  of  this  at  Lancafter, 
when  you  made  the  meafurement  ? 

A.  No.  I  defired  Mr.  Walker  to  get  fome  perfon  to  make  the 
meafurement. 

J2_.  Are  you  not  the  attorney  for  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  lam,  but  I  did  not  examine  the  whole  of  the  evidence.  Mr, 
Seddon  examined  fome  of  the  witnefies. 

£.  You  fay  you  made  no  minute  in  writing  of  this  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  mufket  tbat  you  tried  with  ? 
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A.  Out  of  the  room  where  Mr.  Walker  had  the  fraall  colle&ion 
of  arms,  which  he  informed  me  were  what  he  had  at  the  time  of 
the  riots. 

j£.  So  you  had  a  mulket  ! 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  fee  in  the  armoury  ? 

A.  About  a  dozen,  I  believe,  of  one  fort  or  other.  The  arms 
were  covered  with  duff.  The  room  was  full  of  duft.  The  arms 
were  of  different  forts. 

Q_.  There  were  twelve  mulkets  ? 

A.  No,  not  twelve  mufkets,  but  different  kinds  of  fire-arms. 

Q.  With  bayonets  all  ? 

A.  There  were  fome  mulketoons  with  fpring  bayonets. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  have  an  inventory  in  my  pocket,  of  the  arms  I 
had  at  the  time  of  the  riots  ;  I  have  the  arms  now.  The  inventory 
(offering  it  to  Mr  Law)  is  very  much  at  your  fervice. 

Mr.  Law.  The  beam  of  this  room  comes  very  deep  down,  does 
it? 

A.  About  fix  inches. 

Q.  Suppofing  there  had  been  no  beams  coming  down,  the  room 
would  have  been  the  height  of  nine  feet  \ 

A.  Yes. 

&K  What  did  you  meafure  with  ? 

A,  Mr.  Walker  had  a  four-foot  rule. 

i£.  You  made  no  minute  at  the  time  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

£h  Did  you  advife  a  carpenter  to  be  fent  for  to  meafure  it  ? 

A.  T  defired  Mr.  Walker  would  get  fome  perfon  to  meafure  it. 


Mr.  Duckworth. 


Re-examined  by  Mr.  Vaughan. 


Q.  What  arms  were  they  that  you  faw  there  ?  were  they  diffe- 
rent forts  of  arms  ? 

A.  A  few  mufkets,  a  few  mulketoons, 

®.  What  are  mulketoons  fomething  of  the  nature  of  a  blunder- 

bufs  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  There  is  one  objection,  I  fliould  be  glad  to 
hear  what  Mr.  Law  fays  upon  it — it  ftruck  me  early  in  the  courfe 
of  this  bufinefs — T  did  not  mention  it  out  oftendernefs  to  the  defendant , 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  his  charafler,  by  calling 
his  witneffes,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  this  ca?i  be  nothing  elfe  than  high 
treafon. 

Mr.  Law.  I  fubmit  to  yourLordlhip,  that  it  is  not  high  treafon ; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  if  thefe  fads  could  be  fo  underftood,  the 
crown  might  profecute  as  for  a  mifdemeanor ;  that  was  fettled  ia 
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the  cafe  of  the  King;  againft  Hampden  *,  and  it  has  been  laid  down 
in  a  great  number  of  cafes.  I  could  cite  authorities  from  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Eale,  and  other  books,  where  the  Crown  has  profe- 
cuted  as  tor  a  mifdemeanor — that  the  crown,  in  cafes  of  felony, 
might  drop  fome  of  the  circumftances,  and  profecute  as  for  a  mif- 
demeanor— the  crown  may  elecl;  to  profecute  the  crime  in  its  mild- 
eft  form.  This  is  a  point  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  having  been  fo- 
leinnly  decided  in  cafes  I  could  refer  to  in  the  STATE  TRIALS, I 
beg  your  Lordfhip  to  have  the  goodnefs  to  let  this  be  found  upon  a 
fpecial  verdicl:. 

Mr.  Erjkiue,  No — >no. 


*  The  precedent  here  alluded  to,  is  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hampden,  for  a 
mifdemeanor,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  February 
the  6th,  1683,  before  JUDGE  JEFFERIES  ;  when  Mr.  Hampden  was 
fined  by  him  and  the  reft  of  the  Judges  of  the  King's-Bench,  in  the  fum 
of  FORTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS  ! 

Mr.  Hampden  remarked  to  the  court,  that  his  father  being  alive,  his 
fortune  was  but  fmall,  and  that  merely  a  life  eftate.  To  this  Mr.  Juftice 
Withinsfaid,  that  they  could  not  take  cognizance  of  what  his  eftate  was, 
the  punilhment  was  to  be  proportioned  to  the  offence,  and  the  Chief  Juf- 
tice (JEFFERIES)  added,  that  coniidering  fame  verdicls,  this  would  be 
thought  a  moderate  fine. 

On  paffing  this  fentence,  Mr.  Hampden  was  told  by  the  Cottrt,  that  the 
matter  of  the  offence  was  fuch  as  would  have  made  him  guilty  of  HIGH 
TREASON,  had  there  been  two  witneffes.  The  elTence  of  a  crime  there- 
fore (according  to  this  precedent)  does  not  coiifift  in  the  nature  of  the  act  com-' 
mitted,  but  is  to  be  at  one  time  HIGH  TREASON,  at  another  fomething  elfe. 
is  the  profecutor  is  prepared  with  one  or  more  witneifes  to  prove  it. 

Mr.  Hampden  remained  in  prifon,  and  under  execution  for  the  fine,  till 
the  30th  of  December,  1685,  the  fir Jl  year  of  James  the  fecond^  when  a  new 
witnefs  appearing,  he  was  again  indicted  for  the  fame  offence y  bat  then  laid 
as  HIGH  TREASON.  cc  His  friends  offered  money  for  his  pardon  to  fome 
"  in  power,  who  were  the  Lord  (Judge)  JEFFERIES,  and  Mr.  Petre,  the 
u  fum  was  six  thousand  pounds,  and  that  was  effectual.  It  is  not  pofUble 
w  for  a  man  to  fuffer  more  than  he  did.'1 

li  By  the  help  of  the  money ,  on  condition  he  would  plead  guilty  to  his  in- 
u  dietment,  he  was  to  come  off;  whereupon,  pleading  guilty^  he  was 
"  difcharged ;  paying  3°°1»  or  400I.  to  Burton  and  Graham  for  the  charge 
u  of  his  pardon."'1 

iC  His  abject  fubmiffion  did  indeed  procure  him  a  pardon ;  but  the  fliame 
<c  of  fuch  a  mean  behaviour  fo  funk  and  difordered  his  fpirits,  that  he  was 
u  never  quite  right  after  it ;  and  about  ten  years  after  he  cut  his  own 
*{  throat."  State  Trials,  Vol.  rn.  page  823.  Vol.  iv.  page  210,  and  Vol0 
yi  1 1.  page  480. 

The  fine  of  FORTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS,  without  regarding  the 
amount  of  a  man's  fortune,  and  the  doctrine  of  converting  high  treafon  in- 
to a  mifdemeanor,  both  ftand  upon  the  fame  precedent — The  one  is  asjuf- 
tifiable  as  the  other. 

But  is  it  confiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  England,  that  the  diffe- 
rence of  the  technical  phrafes  in  an  indictment,  fliail  put  a  man  into  the 
peril  of  that  judicial  difcretion,  which  may  fine  him  FORTY  THOUSAND 
POUNDS,  whether  he  has  it  or  not,  and  commit  him  until  it  be  paid  ? 
that  is,  in  other  words,  which  may  imprison  him  for  life. 

Since  Mr.  Hampden's  trial,  and  foon  after  the  Revolution,  viz.  in  the 
7th  of  Wm.  3.  an  act  was  palled  "  for  regulating  trials  in  cafes  of  treafon, 
"  and  mifpriiion  of  treafon,1'  wherein  it  was  enacted,  that  every  perfon 

M 
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Mr.  Law.  I  want  to  have  the  fact  found— I  pray  it  with  the  joirit 
advice  of  Tome  of  the  m.oft  learned  perfons  in  the  profeffion,  I  mean 
Mr.  Serjeant  Kill  THE  ATTORNEY  AND  bOLiCITOR.  GENE- 
RAL f." 

Mr  Erfkhis.  Whatever  opinion  1  may  entertain  upon  the  argu- 
ment Mr.  Law  has  offered  to  your  Lord  (hip,  I  will  not  controvert 
it  here  ;  but  I  {hall  infill  on  the  twelve  honourable  gentlemen  in 
that  box,  telling  the  people  of  England,  whether  aye  or  no,  my 
clients  ought  to  be  convicted,  after  the  teftimony  I  am  in  the  courfe 
of  gi  vi  n?;. 

Mr.  Laio.  I  am  equally  before  thofe  gentlemen  and  the  people 
of  England,  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of  England  ;  if  you 
rife  in  this  tone  I  can  fpeak  as  loudly  and  as  emphatically — I  will 
profecute  thefe  men  with  all  the  liberality  of  a  gentleman,  there 


accufed  and  indicted  for  high  treafon,  or  mifpriiion  of  treafon,  fhouldhave 
a  true  copy  of  the  whole  indictment  delivered  to  him  five  days  at  the  leait 
before  his  trial  :  and  that  no  perfon  fliould  be  indicated,  tried,  or  attaint- 
ed of  high  treafon,  or  mifpriiion  of  treafon,  but  by  and  upon  the  oaths  and 
tettimony  of  two  lawful  witnefles,  either  both  of  them  to  the  fame  overt 
act,  or  one  of  them  to  one,  and  the  other  of  them  to  another  overt  act  of 
xht  fame  treafon.  And  that  every  perfon,  who  mould  be  fo  accufed,  in- 
dicted, and  tried,  fhould  have  a  copy  of  the  panel  of  the  jurors  returned 
to  try  him,  delivered  to  him  two  days  at  the  leaft  before  his  trial,  and 
that  no  evidence  fliould  be  admitted  or  given  of  any  overt  act,  not  exprefs- 
ly  laid  in  the  indictment.  And  by  an  act  palled  in  the  7th  of  Anne,  "  for 
"  improving  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,"  it  was  further  enacted,  that 
every  perfon  indicted  for  high  treafon,  or  mifpriiion  of  treafon,  fhould 
have  0.  lift  of  the  witnefles  to  be  produced  on  the  trial  for  proving  the  faid 
indictment,  and  alfo  a  lift  of  the  jury,  with  the  names,  profeffions,  and 
places  of  abode  of  the  witnefles  and  jurors,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
indictment;  and- that  the  fame  mould  be  delivered  to  the  party  indicted, 
ten  days  before  the  trial,  in  the  prefence  of  two  or  more  credible  wit- 
neffes. 

But  thefe  ftatutes  are  no  longer  a  protection  for  the  fubject,  if  he  may 
be  proceeded  "again  it  for  a  conspiracy,  which  is  only  another  name  for  the 
fame  accufation,  while  it  removes  and  defiroys  thefe  falutary  provilions 
and  fafeguards  of  the  people. 

It  was  unneceffary  for  Mr.  Walker  and  the  other  defendants,  indeed  it 
would  not  have  become  them,  to  avoid  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  by  reforting 
to  any  legal  objections ;  yet  if  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  cafe  of  Hamp- 
den, be  at  this  day  law,  how  many  innocent  men,  under  a  fate  pr<fecut 'ion , 
without  any  previous  knowledge  of  the  jurymen  and  their  political  parti- 
alities, may  upon  the  PERJURY  of  afingk  whmfs9  be  thus  fent  to  prifon  for 
the  ref  of  their  days  ?  and  v.  here  are  the  benefits  of  the  acts  of  William  and 
Anne,  if  they  are  to  be  evaded,  under  a  precedent  eftablifhed  before  thofe 
acts  were  pafl'ed,  in  the  mofl  infamous  times,  and  by  the  mofl  iniquitous 
of judges? 

f  It  feems  not  a  little  extraordinary  that  the  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
for  the  County  Palatine  of  Lane  offer  mould  pray  to  let  the  fail  le  found,  upon  a 
fpecial  vei'dict — that  is,  in  Other  words,  to  let  Dunnes. evidence  be.  admitted  as 
true,  though  even  in  this  flage  of  the  trial,  it  had  been  pojitively  difprovedby 
fo  many  refpectable  witnefles,  and  Dunn  was  (while  in  court)  committed 
by  the  Judge  for  PERJURY.  The  defendants  would  by  this  means,  have 
fubjecled  themfelves  to  be  punifhed,  as  if  they  had  been  itlually  guilty  of 
the  crime  they  were  accufed  of,  although  they  were  perfectly  innocent  of  every 
■  part  of  the  charge,  and  were  in  confequence  honourably  acquitted. 
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is  nothing  has  betrayed  improper  paflion  on  my  part,  but  no  tone 
or  manner  fhall  put  me  down 

Mr.  Erjkine.  I  am  not  accufing  Mr.  Law  of  any  impropriety  or 
illiberality  of  conduct  at  all  ;  I  have  faid  nothing  to  that  efFecl: ; 
for  the  only  time  in  which  I  have  named  his  name,  or  hinted  at 
it,  I  have  fpoken  of  him  with  refpect ;  nothing  can  be  interpreted 
to  the  contrary:  but  a  man,  if  he  is  not  made  of  (lone,  muft 
have  fome  feelings  in  a  cafe  of  this  fort.  In  whatever  way  your 
Lordfhip  may  rule  this  point,  I  mall  be  fatisfied  ;  1  might  have  aflt- 
ed  your  Lordfhip's  opinion  early,  but  the  fame  region  that  in- 
duced your  Lordfhip  fo  liberally  and  graciouHy  not  to  corqmuni- 
eate  your  own  opinion,  governed  me, 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  You  wifh  it  to  go  to  the  Jury. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Yes  I  mod  certainly  do. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  am  before  my  country,  and  T  will  go  to  the  Jury. 
In  our  fiiuation,  even  the  delay  of  juftice,  would  be  the  height  of  injuf- 
tice. 

Mr.  Law.- 1  cannot  find  it  (landing  upon  any  authority,  but  a 
cafe  in  Dyer. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  It  has  been  always  held  that  the  mifdemeanor 
is  merged  in  the  felony. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  When  Mr.  Law  has  heard  the  evidence  out,  for 
we  have  by  no  means  done,  if  he  fhould  then  think  it  becomes  the 
Crown  to  go  on,  he  will  do  fo,  and  then  let  the  point  of  law  be 
referved  in  any  way  mod  agreeable  to  your  Lordfhip ;  but  I  will 
have  the  faB  before  the  Jury.       s 

Mr.  Law.  If  it  ends  in  your  clients'  exculpation,  I  ihall  be  a§ 
fcappy  as  you  ;  but  J  fhall  fee  that  it  does  fo. 


Mr.  William  Seddon  (fworn). 
Examined  by  Mr.  Erjkine. 

Qj  Have  you  ever  feen  this  man,  Dunn,  who  has  been  examined 
today  ? 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  How  did  it  happen  that  you  Taw  him  ? 

A.  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Richard  Walker,  Mr.  Dqckworth,  Mr. 
Jackfon,  and  myfelf,  were  upon  btafinefs  at  my  houfe,  on  Tuelday 
the  if  th  oj"  December  laft :  I  was  particularly  bufy  in  my  office 
preparing  for  the  affizes,  but  I  was  de  fired  to  come  out  upon  a 
matter  of  moment.  When  I  came  itfto  the  houfe?  I  was*told  by- 
Mr.  Walker W 

£K  Did  Thomas  Dunn  come  ? 

A.  No,  not  to  my  houfe  ;  I  went  down,  to  Mr.  Richard  Wal- 
ker's with  Mr.  Duckworth  ;  I  flayed  there  fome  time  :  when  I 
came  there,  I  underftood  Dunn  was  in  the  parlour  with  Mr,  Wal- 
ker, Mr.  Richard  Walkep,  Mr.  Jones,  and  JVLr.  Ridgway,  ju- 
nior. 

Mr.  Law.  What  is  the  paper  you  are  referring  to  ? 

A.  Notes  I  look  down  at  the  time.  Mr.  Duckworth,  Mr.  Jones 
the  attorney,  and  Mr.  Ridgway  ;he  attorney,  were  with  me  at 
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Mr.  Richard  Walker's;  but  Mr.  Ridgway  and  Mr.  Jones  were 
riot  prefent  at  any  part  of  the  converfation  1  am  fpeaking  to. 

Mr.  Erjk'aie.    Subfequent  to  this  time,  did  Thomas  Dunn,  the 
man  who  has  been  examined  to-day,  come  into  the  houfe  ? 

A,  He  came  the  fecond  time  about  eleven  o'clock,  Mr.  Walker 
Mr.  Duckworth,  Mr.  Richard  Walker,  and  tnyfeif,  were  pre- 
fent— he  knocked  at  the  door,  and  came  into  the  room  ;  he  firft 
wanted  to  fpeak  to  Mr.  Walker  alone,  or  to  Mr.  Richard  Walker  : 
on  being  deftred  to  fpeak,  he  repeatedly  objected,  and  declared 
lie  would  fay  nothing  before  fo  many  wimefies  ;  Mr.  Walker  told 
him  he  muft  fpeak  before  them,  or  not  at  all— he  then  defired  Mr. 
Walker  to  fit  along  fide  of  him,  and  he  would  efteem  it  an  honour, 
and  tell  him  every  thing.  Mr.  Walker  rcfufed.  Dunn  then  flood 
up,  and  delired  Mr.  Walker  to  give  him  his  hand — I  am  juft  now 
informed  that  I  faid  this  happened  on  the  18th  of  December ;  if  I 
did,  I  made  a  miftake,  it  was  on  the  18th  of  lad  month. 
Q.  Did  yon  take  thefe  notes  at  the  time  ? 

A.  I  took  down  the  latter  part  of  the  converfation,  which  I 
have  not  yet  come  to,  from  Dunn's  own  lips,  I  made  a  minute  of 
this  immediately  after  he  was  gone. 

Mr.  Er/kine,  Then  I  conceive,  1  am  allowed  to  defire  the  wit* 
nefs  to  look  at  that  paper  to  refrefli  his  memory. 

Mr..  Law,  How  foon  afterwards  did  you  put  it  down  ? 
A.  This  part  (the  vmnefi  hvlding  a  paper  hi  one  hand)  the  moment 
he  was  gone  ;  the  other  (Jh awing  another  paper)  I  took  from  his 
own  lips.     Dunn  ilood  up,  and  defired  Mr.  Walker  to  give  him 
his  hand,  and  he  fhould  efteem  it  a  greater  honour  than  it  George 
the  third  did.     This  Mr,  Walker  again  refufed,  and  told  him  he 
had  fworn  falfely  againfl:  him  ;  Dunn  acknowledged  he  had,  and 
that  he  had  not  had  a  quiet  night  for  thirteen  weeks.     He  then 
role  from  his  chair,  and  threw  himfelf  upon  his  knees,  and  feized 
both  Mr.  Walker's  hands,  and  exclaimed  with  a  great  deal  of 
emotion,  u  I  have  done  you  injuftice,  and  I  beg  your  pardon,"  he 
fhen  cried  exceffively,  and  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  defendant  Mr, 
Walker,  faid   "  My  heart  is  almoft  broken,  I  am  unhappy ;  I 
"  have  certainly  done  you  wrong;''  he  then  went  down  upon  his 
knees  to  Mr,  Walker  again.1    Mr.  Richard  Walker  then  put  this 
queftion  to  him,  Who  instigated  you  ?  Dunn  replied,  "  Jam  afraid 
**  to  tell  that,  I  have  not  flept  a  contented  night  thefe  thirteen 
<<  weeks  together,  on  your  brother's  account.     Do  not  you  know 
*l  I  wifhed  him  well?  I  have  lodged  an  indictment  againft  him, 
"  but  it  is  a  damnd  eternal  falfehood."     At  this  ftage  of  the  bn- 
fineis  he  again  cried  very  much,  threw  himfelf  down  upon  a  ta- 
ble, and  was  in  an  apparent  agony  for  about  ten  minutes.     When 
he  recovered  he  feemed  very  compofed  and  fedate,  much  more  fo 
than  he  was  before.     As  foon  as  he  lifted  his  head  from  the  table, 
(after  he  had  done  crying),  Mr,  Thomas  Walker  afked  him  if  he 
did  not  feel  eafier?  to  which  he  made  no  particular  anfwer,  but 
faid,  "  The  charge  was  taken  down  wrong  at  Manchefter."     Mr. 
Richard  Walker  thenvput  this  queftion  to  him,  "  How  could  you, 
f6  when  you  fay  you  wifhed  my  brother  fa  well,  b-s  prevailed  upon 
f$  to  accufe  him  fo  wrongfully  f*  to  which  Dunn  anfwercd,  "  that's 
If  a  very  croi's  queftion.''     The  fame  queftion  was  put  again  by 
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Mr.  Richard  Walker,  to  which  Dunn  laid,  "  I  want  Mr.  Walker 
"  to  forgive  me,  and  I  will  do  him  ju(tice  hereafter.  1  wifiiyou 
*'  would  get  a  conirable  to  take  me  up,  and  let  me  be  tried."  Mr. 
Walker  then  faid,  "  you  admit  you  have,  done  me  an  injury  V*  to 
which  Dunn  replied,  "  yes,  1  have,  every  perfon  knows  it,  ex- 
11  cept  Yorke.  What  I  fwore  in  my  firft  examination,  and  at 
fi  Lancafter,  were  very  different,  not  at  all  alike.  I  wras  called 
4i  before  the  Grand  Jury  three  times;  1  will  never  go  to  Lancaf- 
a  ter  at  the  aflizes,  and  let  Griffith  and  the  reft  of  them  do  as  they 
*'  pleafe,  and  be  damned."  Mr.  Richard  Walker  repeated  this 
queftion  to  him,  '  **  Who  injligated  you  to  do  wrong?"  Dunn  faid, 
"  1  won't  anfwer  fuch  queftions.'*  I  then  affced  him  what  day  he 
had  charged  the  offence  as  committed  ?  His  anfwer  to  me  was, 
"  between  the  28th  and  the  30th  of  January  179?."  Dunn  then, 
of  his  own  accord,  fpeaking  to  Mr.  Walker,  faid,  "  What  fhall 
"  I  lay  to  you,  I  have  done  you  an  injury,  and  I  am  forry,  what 
*'  can  Ifay  moie.7'  I  then  faid  to  him,  "  who  ftt  vou  on  j"  Dunn 
anfwered.  "  I  know  I  behaved  ill,  I  WAS  BRIBED  TO  IT, 
"  THi  *  iS  PLUMP  j  but  I  won't  tell  who  did  it,  that  mail  for 
**.  ever  reft  in  my  own  bread.''  After  the  above  converfation  was 
ended,  which  1  took  down  verbatim,  in  queftion  and  anfwer, 
Punn  left  the  room. 


■   Thomas  Dunn  called  up  again, 

_  Mr.  Juftice  Heath,  Wrell  Dunn,  have  you  heard  this  evidence ; 
did  that  pafs,  or  any  part  of  it  I 

Dunn,  No,  nothing  at  all — yes,  fcmething  of  it  pafled. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Hoxv  much  of  it  pafled  .? 

A.  I  went  there  when  1  was  intoxicated,  the  fame  as  1  am  now, 

Mr.  Law.  Have  you  been  out  of  the  court? 

A.  Yes,  1  have. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  How  long  have  you  been  intoxicated  ? 

A.  Not  very  long ;  I  have  my  recolle&ion  about  me,  though  it 
may  feem  to  the  court  that  I  may  be  ill,  or  may  not. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Were  you  intoxicated  when  you  gave  your 
evidence  jult  now  ? 

A.  1  was  not. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  You  have  been  intoxicated  fince  then  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Law.  How  much  of  that  converfation  is  true  ?  there*  is  fome 
part  you  fay  is  true  ? 

A.  I  was  at  Mr.  Walker's  houfe  about  a  fortnight  hence  ;  I 
went  into  Mr.  Walker  ;  I  was  brought  in  by  a  conftable  of  Man- 
chefter,  and  upon  that  I  met  Mr.  Richard  Walker,  brother  to 
Mr.  i  homas  Walker. 

Q.  What  is  the  con  (table's  name  ? 

A.  One  Twifs.  Mr.  Richard  Walker  afked  me,  Dunn,  don't 
you- recollect  that  you  have  done  an  injury  to  my  brother?  or  to 
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that  parpofe  ;  well,  lays  I,  upon  the  firfb  examination  I  lodged 
the  firft  indictment  aga'nft  him. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Has  any  body  been  with  you,  while  you 
were  out  ? 

A,  No. 

Mr.  Erfklne.  I  mould  be  glad  to  trace  where  he  has  been — I 
don't  believe  he  has  been  out  of  court. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath,  Where  have  you  been  ? 

A.  I  have  been  down  the  town. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cockell.  He  was  told  to  (lay  in  court. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Where  did  you  dine? 

A,  Below  the  change  ;  I  don't  know  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Is  it  a  houfe  you  frequented  before  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Erfklne,  Who  dined  with  you?  ** 

A,  The  man's  name  is  Fofter. 

^.  Any  body  elfe  \ 

A*  Yes,  Mr.  Sidebottom. 

%.  Who  elfe? 

A,  Nobody. 

^\  Who  are  Sidebottom  and  Fofter  *  ? 

Mr.  Law.  You  fay  Mr.  Seddon  and  Mr.  Duckworth  were  by  at 
Seddon's  houfe  ? 

A.  No,  he  was  at  Mr.  Walker's  ;  all  that  palled,  was  this  ;  be 
brought  me,  this  Twifs,  he  intended  to  take  me  in,  and  to  bribe 
n.e  over;  he  gave  me  fome  money  upon  it,  on  Mr.  Walker's  ac- 
count, drunk  or  fober  I  will  fpeak  the  truth. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath,  I  don't  know  how  we  can  examine  a  man 
that  is  drunk. 

Mr.  Law,  What  was  you  to  do  for  that  money  ? 

A,  To  go  our  of  the  way,  and  not  appear  here  at  thefe  affizes. 

0>.  Did  you  beg  Mr.  Walker  to  fit  along  fide  of  you,  and  fay 
you  would  efteem  it  a«  great  an  honour  as  if  George  the  third 
did? 

A.  I  never  faidt  that  upon  my  oath. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Mow  can  you  Mr.  Law  examine  him,  after 
he  has^told  you  he  is  intoxicated  ?  He  has  made  himfelf  fo  exceed- 
ingly drunk,  it  is  impoftible  to  examine  him. 

Mr.  Erfklne,  He  denied  pofitively  he  had  ever  been  at  Mr.  Wale 
ker's,  or  was  ever  lured  by  any  body  to  make  a  confeftion. 

Mr.  Law.  Did  you  everconfefs  that  the  charge  you  made  againft 
Mr.  Walker,  was  unfounded  and  falfe  ? 

A,  Never, 

Mr.  Erfkine,  Then  what  this  gentleman  has  faid,  is  falfe,  is 
it? 

A.  1  do  not  know,  when  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Seddon.  On  the  iSth  of  March. 

Mr.  Law.  Did  Twifs  bring  you  there  upon  that  occafion? 

Dunn.  "Yes.  * 


*   Fujlcr  and  Sidebottom  were  hi  the  lifl  of  tvitnpffes  for  the  Crown,  delivered  ip 
Court  at  the  commencement  of  the  trial ^  by  the  attornies  for  the  profecution,^  ^_ 
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Q.  la  he  in  any  employ  for  Mr.  Walker  ? 

Dunn.  He  was  employed  five  months  upon  this  buiinefs. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Hear  this  read  over,  and  (land  up,  and  remember 
you  are  in  the  pretence  of  God. 

(Mr.  William  Seddon  read  bis  notes  again.) 

Mr.  Erjk'me,  Is  that  true? 

A.  No,  1  never  entered  into  any  part  of  the  kouje,  only  the  door,  and 
which  was  jufl  opened  for  me. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Mr.  Seddon  is  fwearing  falfely,  is  he  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  what  he  may  do  ;  he  is  fwearing  falfe,  jf  he 
fwears  that. 

Mr.  Erjk'me.  Did  you  go  down  on  your  knees,  and  cry  for  ten 
minutes? 

A.  You  may  as  well  tell  me  that  I  am  a  woman. 

O.  Did  you  do  that  ? 

A.  No,  all  Jie  afked  me,  all  I  told  him  was  this — Did  not  you 
lodge  an  information,  fo  and  fo,  and  fome  particular  words  ;  you 
were  drunk  ;  I  faid,  1  will  correct  it  next  morning,  that  is  all  that 
ever  happened. 

Q.  You  never  faid,  you  had  wronged  Mr.  Walker,  and  went 
down  upon  your  knees  ? 

A.  1  never  did. 


Mr.  Duckworth  (called  again.) 

Crofs-examine.d  by  Mr.  Law. 

Q.  Was  you  prefent,  when  this  man,  Dunn,  anfwered  thequef- 
tions  put  to  him,  in  the  manner  Mr.  Seddon  has  fworn  juft  now? 

A.  I  was. 

■Qs  To  the  bed  of  your  memory  and  recollection,  is  the  account 
that  Mr.  Seddon  has  given  of  it,  the  truth  ? 

A.  1  looked  it  over,  and  it  agreed  with  Mr.  Walker's,  Mr. 
Richard  Walker's,  and  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Duckworth. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Erjkine. 

<£»'  I  aik  you — (though  the  attorney  for  Mr.  Walker,  you  are  a 
Chriftian,  I  truftj-»-I  alk  you  in  theprefence  of  God  Almighty,  is 
it  true  or  falfe  ? 

A>  It  is  true. 
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Mr.  Duckworth* 


Crofs-examincd  by  Mr.  Law'. 

'Qj  How  came  you  all  there,  and  how  came  Twifs  to  bring  this 

ttlan  ? 

A.  Mr,  Thomas  Walker  and  I  had  gone  up  to  Mr.  Seddon's. 
Mr.  Jackfon  I  think  w^s  there  when  I  went  in.  Mr.  Seddon  was 
in  his  office.  When  we  had  been  there  a  few  minutes,  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Walker  came  in,  and  faid  a  meffage  had  been  fet  to  his  houfe<, 
that  Dunn  wanted  to  go  to  Barlow,  to  fee  his  brother  Mr.  Walker : 
we  aoreed  that  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Ridgway  Junior,  who  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  profecution,  mould  be  requefted  to  be  prefent 
to  hear  what  palled.     Mr.  Seddon  and  I  followed  after. 

j£.  Do  you  think  it  profefHonally  proper,  when  you  knew  that 
an  indictment  was  found  upon  the  teftimony  of  this  witnefs,  and 
that  he  was  to  be  the  witnefs  to  fuftain  it  at  the  next  ailizes,  for 
you  two,  the  attornies  for  the  defendant,  to  have  him  alone  with 
you,  without  any  perfon  on  his  behalf,  and  to  examine  him  in  this 
manner  ? 

A.  We  thought  it  fitter  that  he  mould  fay  what  he  chofe  to  fay, 
in  the  prefeoce  of  forne  other  perfon,  than  Mr.  Seddon  and  myfelf ; 
and,  therefore,  we  defired  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Ridgway,  two  gen- 
tlemen of  unimpeachable  character,  to  be  prefent.  I  did  believe 
Dunn  had  perjured  himfelf,  from  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  caufe ; 
therefore,  I  thought  it  right,  that  what  he  chofe  to  fay,  as  a  con- 
feflion  of  his  guilt,  mould  be  heard.  When  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr. 
Ridgway,  had  heard  what  he  had  to  fay,  and  had  been  gone  from 
Mr.  Richard  Walker's  about  half  an  hour,  there  was  a  knock  at 
the  door,  Dunn  came  in  again  alone,  then  Mr.  Seddon  and  I, 
from  necelfity,  and  not  from  choice,  went  into  the  room. 

j>.  Had  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Ridgway  taken  his  examination? 

A.  They  had  about  half  an  hour  before  this  time. 

Mr.  Erfk'me.     Did  you  fend  for  this  man  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  employ  any  body  to  bring  him  to  you  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  But  when  a  man  had  fworn  falfely  againfl:  Mr.  Walker,  yoti 
thought  it  right  to  hear, his  confeflion  of  his  guilt  ? 

A.  I  did — I  thought  he  had  perjured  himfelf. 

Q.  Dunn  i'ays,  that  Twifs  does  work  for  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  that  he  did. 

Mr.  Walker.     Dunn  faid,  Twifs  was  employed  by  me  in  this  ba- 
fmefs. 

Mr.  Law.    A  man  who  is  your  fuftian-cutter,  is  employed  by  you. 
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John  Spink  (fworn.) 


Examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  CockelU 


Qj.  Have  you  any  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Thomas  Walker? 

A'  I  have  none  at  all. 

Dg  He  is  a  gentleman  who  is  a  perfedfc  ftranger  to  you. 

A.  Yes,  I  only  know  him  by  fight. 

Qj  Have  you  any  acquaintance  or  oonnedion  with  him  ? 

A,  None  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  John  Twifs  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  underftand  he  and  you  are  neighbours  ? 

A.  We  are. 

Q.  Did  you  happen  on  the  18th  of  March  f  794,  to  go  to  Twifs's  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Was  that  matter  of  accident  ? 

A.  It  was  an  accident. 

Q.  Who  did  you  find  at  the  houfe  of  Twifs  ? 

4.  I  found  Thomas  Dunn.  • 

Qj  That  man  behind  you? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Be  fo  good  as  to  relate  what  palTed  at  that  time. 

A.  Dunn  laid,  he  was  forry  that  he  had  injured  Mr.  Walker's 
character  in  the  manner  he  had  done  ;  that  he  had  never  feen  any 
thing  that  was  bad  by  him.  He  aiked  me  to  go  to  Barlow-Kail 
with  him  that  night,  to  fee  Mr.  Walker. 

Q_.  Did  that  requelt  come  from  him  to  you  ? 

A,  It  did  ;  I  told  him  I  would  not  go  with  him  at  that  time  of 
night,  but  if  he  cho(e,  I  would  go  with  him  the  next  day  ;  he  faid, 
no,  he  would  fee  Mr.  Walker  before  he  flept ,  I  faid,  he  had  better 
fend  to  fee  whether  Mr.  Walker  was  in  town,  or  not,  to  lave  him 
the  labour  of  going.  £{lher  Ottey  went  to  fee  whether  Mr.  Walk- 
er was  at  home  ;  me  went  to  Mr.  Thomas  Walker's  houfe  in  town, 
the  fervant  told  her  he  was  in  town,  but  he  was  gone  out  to  tea 
and  fupper  ;  when  (lie  came  baqk,  Dunn  defired  Efther  Ottey  and 
me  to  go  to  Mr.  Richard  Walker's,  and,  fee  if  he  was  at  home, 

Q.  Did  you,  or  did  Twifs  at  this  time,  force  the  converfaiion, 
or  was  it  entirely  from  himfelf  ? 

A.  He  faid  it  voluntarily  of  himfelf. 

Q.  Did  you  draw  him  011  by  any  thing? 

A.  Not  at  all. — 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Speak  up. 

One  of  the  Jury.  It  c.oes  not  fgrafy,  %ve  have  been  fafisfied  a  long 
luhile, 

A,  I  went  out  with  Either  Ottey,  to  Mr.  Richard  Walker's  ;  he 
faid,  if  Thomas  Dunn  wanted  to  fee  him,  he  might  come  up  in. 
the  courfe  of  half  an  hour,  and  he  would  let  his  brother  know.    1 
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fuppofe  he  did  let  hirn  know.  Efther  Ottey  went  up  to  fee  if  he 
was  corns  in  half  an  hour.  He  was  not  at  home,  fhe  waited  a  lit- 
tle time, — then  we  took  Dunn  there,  John  Twifs  and  me,  and 
left  him  at  Mr.  Richard  Walker's  door. 

j£.  Was  he  carried  in  cuftody  at  all  ? 

J£.  No,  he  de fired  us  to  go  with  him. 

%.  And  you  went  and  left  him  at  Mr.  Richard  Walker's  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<?.  What  time  in  the  evening  was  this? 

A.  About  nine  o'clock,  as  near  as  I  can  guefs  ;  it  might  be  half 
an  hour  before,  or  half  an  hour  afrer. 

^.  Did  you  obferve,  during  the  converfation  you  have  been  re- 
lating, whether  Dunn  appeared  to  be  cool  or  was  agitated  ? 

A*  He  feemed  very  much  to  want  to  go. 

j^.  Did  he  appear  to  be  much  moved  \ 

A.  He  feemed  to  be  very  much  affected  for  doing  what  he  had 
done — he  feemed  to  relent. 

&  Was  you  in  company,  or  did  you  fee  Dunn  upon  the  28th  of 
March  ? 

A.  No,  I  faw  him  on  the  20th. 

<£.  At  what  time  o£  day  ? 

A.  About  five  o'clock. 
?  Q.  Whp.t  patted  then  ? 

A.  He  was  in  at  John  Twifs's  again,  Twifs  fent  forme  in,  Dunn 
fa  id  he  had  feen  Mr.  Kinnafton,  and  he  had  challenged  him  with 
being  acquainted  with  John  Twifs,  which  he  laid  he  denied. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  whether  he  had  cried;  or  obferve  any  thing  of 
that  fort  1 

A.  Yes^  I  faw  tears  in  his  eyes  feveral  times. 


John  Spink. 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Wood. 

£>.  You  don't  know  how  long  he  had  been  at  Twifs's  when  you 
found  him  there  on  the  18th  of  March  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  how  much  liquor  he  had  drunk? 

A.  No,  I  do  not. 

4>.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  drank  any  ? 

A.  He  had  had  a  little,  but  he  was  quite  fenfible ;  he  knew  what 
he  was  faying  and  doing. 

<^.  J uft  as  much  as  he  knows  now  ? 

A.  Be  was  not  half  fo  much  in  liquor  then  as  he  is  now. 

Q.  How  came  Twifs  to  have  him  in  his  care  ? 

A»  I  fuppofe  Dunn  came  to  feek  Twifs. 

j£.  What  connection  has  Twifs  with  Mr.  Walker? 

A*  1  do  not  know  that  he  has  any. 

£.  Is  not  he  a  workman  of  Mr.  Walker  \ 
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A.  I  dare  fay  he  is, 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  after  this  man  to  get  hold  of  him  I 
A.  I  cannot  tell  any  thing  about  it. 

O.  When  you  fuw  him  again,  he  was  with  Mr.  Walker's  clevk  ? 
A.  On  the  19th  Dunn   laid  Kinnafton  had  challenged  him  with 
being  with  Mr.  Walker's  clerk. 

Q.  Was  he  with  Mr.  Walker's  clerk  then  ? 

A.  He  was ;  but  I  was  not  there  till  late  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Was  he  drunk  then  ? 

A.  No,  as  fober  as  I  am  now. 

£>.  Was  it  late  ? 

A.  It  was  about  nine  o'clock. 

q.  He  did  not  appear  to  have  drank  any  thing  ? 

A.  He  might  have  had  fome  drink,  but  he  was  perfectly  fober. 


John  Twifs  (fworn.) 


Examined  by  Mr.  Chambre. 


&.  You  live  at  Manchester,  don't  you  ? 

A  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  the  fpecial  conftables  of  Manchester  ? 

A,  Yes. 

Q.  There  have  been  feveral  appointed  within  the  town,  two 
hundred,  or  thereabouts,   I  believe  ? 

A*  I  do  not  know  juft  the  number. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Dunn  the  witnefs,  that  has  been  examined  ? 

A*  I  know  this  man  Thomas  Dunn. 

Qj  Were  you  with  him  on  the  18th  of  March? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  How  happened  you  to  come  together  on  that  day  ? 

A,  Thomas  Dunn  called  at  my  houfe  3  I  was  lying  on  the  bed  ; 
I  was  fick  ;  he  came,  and  faid  he  had  a  milling  to  fpend. 

Q^  You  did  not  take  him  into  cuftody  ? 

A    No. 

£j  It  is  not  ufual,  is  it,  for  people  to  come  to  a  fpecial  conftable 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  taken  into  cuftody  I 

A,  I  went  along  with  him  to  Welch's  ;  he  began  reflecting  upon 
his  bad  conduct— -that  he  had  ufed  Mr.  Walker  very  ill. 

<2_.  Did  he  begin  of  his  own  accord  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  did  ;  he  repeatedly  faid,  he  had  ufed  Mr.  Walker 
very  ill,  that  he  was  forry  for  it,  and  would  afk  Mr.  Walker's  par- 
don. I  faid,  if  thou  haft  ufed  him  ill,  thou  hadft  better  alii  his 
pardon  in  the  public  newf-paper. 

£h  Did  he  exprefs  any  deiire  to  fee  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  did,  and  he  would  fee  him,  and  he  wanted  me  to  go 
to  Barlow-Hall  with  him,  and  he  would  pay  my  expences, 

Q.  How  far  is  Barlow-Hall  from  Manchester  ? 
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A.  I  do  not  know — I  was  never  there. — I  faid  it  was  rather  too 
late  ,  if  he  would  content  himfelf,  I  would  go  with  him  in  the 
morning. 

(L  Was  Spink  with  you  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Spink  was  in  my  houfe,  we  came  from  Welch's  ;  Spink  came 
into  my  houfe,  he  defired  Spink  likewife  to  go  along  with  him. 

Qj.  Did  you  ever  give  him  any  money,  or  make  him  any  promifes, 
to  induce  him  to  fay  any  thing  upon  the  fubjeel:  \ 

A.  Never  a  farthing  in  my  days  but  otherwife — I  told  him  I 
would  not,  I  never  gave  him  a  halfpenny  in  my  life;  1  lent  him 
thirteen  {hillings  at  different  times— part  of  the  money  before  I 
knew  any  thing  about  Mr.  Walker's  affair,  that  was  on  the  20th 
of  October  lad,  on  a  Sunday  night ;  1  lent  it  to  him  and  Sidebot- 
tom,  and  they  went  and  fpent  it  ;  it  was  of  a  Sunday  night. 

Q_.  After  that  time,  did  you  ever  lend  him  any  thing  ? 

A.  I  lent  him  nine  (hillings  fince. 

Qj.  When  was  the  lad  time  you  lent  him  any  money  ? 

A.  The  lad  time  was  the  21ft  of  March. 

~  Q.  How  long  before  the   iSth  of   March,    had  you  lent  him 
money  ? 

A.  I  had  never  lent  him  a  halfpenny,  but  four  Shillings. 

Qj.  Had  you  lent  him  any  thing  between  the  2Cth  of  O&ober, 
and  the  i3th  of  March? 

A.  Not  a  halfpenny,  nor  never  promifed  him  any  thing. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  with  him  to  Barlow  that  night  ? 

A.  No — Dunn  propofed  to  Edher  Cttey,  to  go  and  fee  if  Mr. 
Walker  was  at  home — 1  was  not  taking  every  notice  in  the  world. 
1  think  me  faid,  1  faw  Mr.  Walker  in  the  town  to-day,  had  not 
fomebedy  better  go  and  fee  if  he  is  in  Manchefter  ?  he  defired  her 
to  go,  fhe  went,  when  (he  came  back  the  information  ro  the  bed  of 
my  knowledge  was,  (he  faid  Mr.  Walker  is  gone  out  to  fupper, 
and  it  will  be  late  before  he  returns.  Upon  this  Dunn  was  deter- 
mined he  would  fee  him  he  faid  before  he  (lept ;  he  Cent  her  a  fe- 
cond  time,  to  go  to  Mr.  Richard  Walker,  and  John  Spink  and  (lie 
went  to  the  bed  of  my  knowledge ;  they  returned  back,  and  toJd 
him  Mr.  Richard  Walker  was  at  home,  and  Spink  and  me  might 
hrino  him  up  ;  we  went  and  brought  him  up,  and  left  him  at  the 
door. 

p.  Was  all  this  done  entirely  upon  his  own  folicitation,  and  at 

his  own  requed? 

A.  Upon  my  oath  it  was  at  his  own  requed,  not  one  word  of 
interrogation. 

i>.  Kad  you  ever  any  fort  of  converfation  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Walker  ? 

A.  I  never  fpoke  to  Mr.  Thomas  Walker  fince  he  was  born,  but 
at  one  time  ;  there  was  a  fire  at  a  new  building  at  the  bottom  of 
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kind  of  a  man  knock* d  another  man  down  in  the  fludge.  Mr. 
Thomas  Walker  faid  to  me,  u  do  you  know  that  man  ?»'  "  J  do  not, 
€<fir."  That  is  every  word  I  ever  changed  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Walker  in  my  life. 
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Mr.  Erjkine  (to  Dunn).  What  do  you  fay  to  this  now  ? 

Thomas  Dunn.  I  fay  it  isfalfe,  every  word  of  it. 


John  Twifs. 
Crofs- examined  by  Mr.  Topping. 

q.  You  are,  I  believe,  a  fuftian-cutter  of  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.   By  bufinefs,  I  am. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  worked  for  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  1  worked  for  Mr.  Walker — that  is,  I  work  for  Efther  Ot- 
tey,  and  fhe  h  s  had  work  from  that  houfe  for  about  fix  years. 

Q.  You  was  faying,  fornething  about  the  ninth  of  January  ? 

A.  1  have  not  told  vou  aught  about  it  yet. 

Q.  Was  you  with  Dunn  upon  the  ninth  of  January  ? 

A.  I  was. 

^.  Where? 
.  A.  At  the  White  Bear,  oppofite  the  Infirmary;  from  thence  we 
took  a  walk  to  Pendleton  Pole. 

Q.  You  was  with  him  upon  the  ninth  of  January  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  the  eighth  likewife. 

Q.  Had  you  been  drinking  with  him  at  both  thefe  public 
houfes  ? 

A,  On  the  eighth  I  drank  fhare  of  a  pint  of  porter,  and  left 
him. 

^\  How  came  you  to  be  feeking  his  company,  upon  the  eighth 
and  ninth  ? 

A.  He  fell  into  my  company  on  the  eighth  ;  I  had  been  at  Li- 
verpool, and  delivered  a  mefTage  from  Luke  Fofter,  and  that  was 
the  reafon  I  faw  him. 

Qj  Upon  the  20th  of  October,  or  thereabouts,  you  had  lent  this 
man  fome  money  ? 

A.  Four  fhillings. 

4?.  Had  you  any  manner  of  knowledge  of  Dunn  ? 

A.  Seeing  him  laft  affizes  here. 

Qj  And  yet,  upon  the  20th  of  October,  you  lent  him  money  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did  j  I  have  lent  many  a  four  (hillings  to  different 
people. 

<?>.  Having  no  knowledge  of  him,  but  what  you  had  at  the  laft 
affizes  here,  you  lent  him  four  fhillings  upon  the  20th  of  Octo- 
ber ? 

A.  Peter  Sidebottom  was  in  company  with  me. 

Qj  You  fay  you  was  at  Liverpool ;  did  not  Dunn  go  from  Man- 
cheiter  to  Liverpool  with  you  ? 

A.  Not  with  me. 

Q.  You  went  after  him  ? 

A.  No. 

£K  Will  you  fwear  you  never  went  to  Liverpool  after  Dunn  ? 

A.  At  what  time? 

£h  Will  yon  fwear  you  never  went  to  Liverpool  after  Dunn  ? 
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A.  I  have  been  there  after  him,  within  thefe  eight  days — with  a 
fuh poena  in  my  pocket  tofubpeena  him. 

Q^  You  was  with  him  drinking  upon  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  Ja- 
nuary ? 

A,  Yes. 

<£.  Upon  the  18th  of  March  you  was  again  with  him  at  Welch's  ? 

At.  Yes  j  I  told  you  he  called  upon  me,  and  I  went  off  the  bed 
With  him. 

Qj  Who  was  in  company  with  you  at  Welch's  ? 

A.  John  Spink,  and  m?,  and  one  [ames  Stott. 

Qj  When  you  was  with  Dunn  at  this  public  houfe,  do  you  re- 
member Mr.  Walker's  clerk,  Mofes  Eadon,  coming? 

A.  Ido,  but  not  upon  the  18th. 

<?>.  Was  that  upon  the  19th? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  20th  too,  I  believe  you  were  drinking  together  ? 

A.  I  never  faw  him  before  the  clofe  of  the  evening  of  the  20th 
wh^n  he  came  to  our  houfe. 

Qj  Was  Mofes  Eadon,  Mr.  Walker's  clerk,  with  you  upon  the 
18th.   or  not  till  the  i^th  ? 

A.  Upon  the  19th. 

i^.  Upon  Eadon's  coming  in,  did  not  Eadon  go  into  another 
room,  and  did  not  you  tip  Dunn  upon  the  moulder,  and  deftre  he 
would  go  with  you  into  another  room  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  much  liquor  had  you  together  at  this  public  houfe  up- 
on the  iotlT? 

A,  At  this  time  we  had  had  very  little  ? 

Q.  How  much  money  "was  fpent,  before  you  parted  X 

u4,  I  cannot  pofiibly  tell, 

Qj  Don't  you  know,  that  fourteen  or  fifteen  (hillings  was  fpent 
by  Mr.  Walker's  clerk,  at  this  meeting  upon  the  19th? 

A,  Mr.  Walker's  clerk  never  paid  a  penny  to  my  knowlegde— 
I  paid  mod  of  it. 

Q.  You  treated  Dunn,  did  you  ? 

A.  I  paid  the  (hot,  and  treated  him. 

i^.  How  much  did  you  pay  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  to  a  milling  or  two. 

Q.  Was  it  twenty  millings  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Was  it  fifteen  (hillings  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay. 

0.  Was  it  above  half  a  guinea? 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Was  it  not  fifteen  (hillings  ? 

A.  It  might  be  for  what  I  know,  I  cannot  tell, 

Q.  Did  not  you  tell  Dunn,  you  wifhed  he  would  get,  out  of  the 
way,  till  the  aflizes  were  over  ? 

A.  Never,  no  fucb  matter. 

$.  You  fwear,  that  at  no  time  you  ever  told  Dunn,  you  wifhed 
he  would  get  out  of  the  way,  till  the  aflizes  were  over  ? 

A.  Never  in  my  days — Iwijhed  otherwife. 
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Q.  Do  you  mean  to  fwear  upon  your  oath,  that  you  did  not  ad- 
vife  him  to  remain  at  Prefton? 

A.  I  did  not;  he  laid,  he  would  go  to  Prefton,  for  he  faid  he 
would  not  be  fubpoena'd  by  any  party  ;  of  all  things,  I  faid,  you 
will  ftand  forth  at  the  trial ;  he  faid,  1  will,  but  I  will  not  be  fub- 
poena'd by  any  party. 

Q.  Upon  the  19th  of  March  he  told  you  he  would  not  be  fub- 
poena'd by  any  body  ? 

A.  That  was  on  the  10th,  and  he  faid  the  fame  on  the  21ft  in  the 
morning. 

$.  When  did  you  lend  him  this  other  money  ? 
A.  I  lent  him  one  part  on  Wednefday  night,  fomewhere  about 
the  19th,  and  he  had  the  remaining  part  fome  on  Thurkiay,  and 
the  remaining  part  on  the  Friday  morning. 

Q.  How  much  has  he  had  in  the  whole  from  you  \ 
A,  Thirteen  /hillings,  from  the  fir  ft  to  the  I  aft. 
Q.  And  all  this,  after  this  meeting  at  Weleh's  the  Hare  and 
Hounds  ? 

A.  No,  he  had  only  nine  millings  then. 

IJ.  Have  you  never  received  from  any  perfon  whatever,  either 
the  money  that  you  fpent  at  the  Hare  and  Hounds,  or  the  money 
you  lent  Dunn? 

A.    I  have  not  upon  my  oath, 
Q.  Nor  no  promife  ? 

A.  Nor  no  promife  of  any  thing.  Dunn  promifed  he  would  pay 
Hie  my  money  back  again. 

Q.  You  never  had,  from  any  other  perfon  living,  a  promife  of 
re -payment  of  the  money  lent  ? 
A.  No,  never. 

Q.  Have  you  never  received  any  money  back  that  you  fpent? 
A.  No,  never,  from  man,  woman,  nor  child. 
.£?.   Mr.  Erjkint  (to  Mr.  Duckworth).  When  you  heard  that  it 
was  reported,  that  this  Dunn  had  run  away,  and  was  not  coming 
to  the  aflize,  did  you  take  any  ftep  in  confequence  ? 

A.  I  had  heard  he  was  gone  to  Prefton,  and  would  ftay  there  till 
the  affizes.  We  were  much  afraid  he  would  run  off.  1  went  to 
Prefton  to  defire  Mr.  Crofs,  the  prothonotary,  would  devife  (ome 
Cleans  of  keeping  him  in  his  cuftody  by  a  bailiff,  or  in  lome  other 
manner-  Mr.  Crofs  would  not  do  that,  but  advifed  me  to  fubpcena 
Dunn  ;  we  fued  out  a  fubpcena,  and  endeavoured  to  ferve  him  with 
it.  Mr.  Twifs  was  fent  to  Liverpool,  to  endeavour  to  fnbpcena 
him  there.  He  could  not  be  found.  It  had  been  reported  thai  we 
had  bribed  Dunn  to  keep  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  I  cannot  think  there  is  much  in  the  thirteen 
Shillings,  for  if  Dunn  was  fo  corrupt  that  thirtee?i  Jhillings  would  in- 
ftuence  his  teftimony,  his  credit  is  not  worth  much. 


(     loo 


Mr.  Thomas  Jones  (fworn). 
Examined  by  Mr.  Lloyd. 


Q.  Was  you  at  Mr.  Walker's  on  the  iSth  of  March  ? 

4.  I  was. 

O.  Was  Dunn,  the  man  who  Itands  behind  you, there? 

A-  Yes,  he  was,  he  came  foon  after  I  got  there. 

^  Did  you  hear  him  fay,  he  had  fworn  true  or  falfe,  againft 
Mr.  Walker  ?  what  did  he  fay  about  Mr.  Walker  ? 

A.  When  he  firft  came  into  the  room,  he  feemed  as  if  he  was  ra- 
ther intoxicated.  I  thought  he  reeled  acrofs,  from  the  door  to- 
wards the  window;  he  fat  himfelf  down,  and  in  a  little  time  a 
queftion  was  propofed,  I  think  by  myfelf;  Whether  he  had  not 
fomething  to  fay  to  Mr.  Walker  ?  he  faid  he  had  wronged  Mr. 
Walker.  I  afked  him  in  what  manner  he  had  wronged  Mr.  Wal- 
ker \  he  faid  he  had  accufed  him  jalfely.  Immediately  as  he  faid 
that,  he  fell  do:vn  upon  his  knees  y  and  begged  his  pardon.  Mr.  Wal- 
ker deilred  him  to  get  up.  Several  other  queftions  were  put  to 
him,  in  what  manner  he  had  falfely  fworn  againft  Mr.  Walker,  he 
did  not  give  any  anfwer  to  them. 

«j>.  Was  he  brought  into  the  room  by  force,  or  did  he  appear  of 
his  own  free  will  ? 

A.  I  underltoodhe  came  of  his  own  free  will ;  he  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  was  introduced  into  the  room  ;  he  faid}  HE  HAD  BEEN 
BRIBED  TO  DO  WHAT  HE  HAD  DONE. 

<$>.  Did  he  feem  affected — was  he  in  tears? 

A.  He  feemed  very  much  agitated  when  he  entered  the  room. 
I  afked  Dunn,  who  had  bribed  him,  he  would  not  give  me  an  anfwer 
to  that  queftion. 


Mr.  Jones. 

r 

Crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Law. 

o.  Was  Mr.  Twifs,  the  conftable  there  ? 

A.  He  was  not  there.  '  The  perfons  prefent  in  the  room,  when 
I  was  there,  were  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Richard  Walker,  Mr.  Ridg- 
way  the  attorney,  myfelf,  and  Dunn. 

Q.  I  only  warned  to  know  whether  Twifs  was  there  ;  you  need 
not  mention  who  were  there,  for  the  purpofe  of  confirming  what 
you  fay.  Did  he  feem  to  you,  fo  far  recollected  at  the  time  he 
talked  with  you,  as  to  be  awara  of  the  import  of  what  he  was  fay- 
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■/.  Yes,  I  thought  he  was,  perfectly  ? 
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ij.  I)id  he  fpecify  any  particulars,  in  which  he  had  a  ecu  fed  Mr* 
Walker  falfely  ? 

A.  He  did  not;  I  afked  him  that  queftiort;  he  did  not  g've  art 
anfwer  to  it;  he  Teemed  very  delirous  of  communicating  what  he* 
had  to  fay  to  Mr.  Walker  alone ;  he  fee  hied  very  loth  to  lay  any 
thing  to  any  queltions  put  to  him,  while  Mr.  Ridgway  and  1  were 
there  ;  he  frequently  defired  that  Mr  Walker  and  he  might  con* 
fer  together  ;  Mr.  vValker  did  not  choofe  to  truft  himfelf  with  hint 
alone. 

Qj  Yon  have  no  fort  of  doubt  in  your  recollection,  that  Dunri 
ufed  thofe  words  that  he  had  accufed  Mr.  Walker  falfely  ? 
A.  He  aid. 

Q.  Was  there  any  converfatioh,  refpecVmg  the  indictment  that 
Was  depending  at  Lancafter  at  that  time  I 

A.  1  did  not  hear  any  thing  laid  about  an  indictment.  There 
Was  a  queftion  put  to  Dunn,  either  by  Mr.  Walker  or  Mr.  Ridg-^ 
way,  1  believe,  by  Mr.  Ridgway,  whether  he  had  ever  heard  Mr. 
Walker  damn  the  King  ?  he  faid,  he  never  had,  he  had  heard  hint 
fpeak  difrefpectfully  of  him.  I  afked  him  in  what  manner  he  had 
fpoken  difrefpectf  ully  of  him  ?  but  to  that  queftion  he  gave  no  an* 
fwer. 

$>2  Was  there  any  mention  made  at  that  time,  of  any  afTemblies 
held  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Walker,  for  the  purpofe  of  exercifmg 
with  arms  ? 

A.  Not  a  fy  11  able? 

£K  Was  any  thing  faid  of  Mr.  Yorke  being  at  Mr.  Walker's  I 
be  fo  good  as  tell  me  all  that  palled  at  that  meeting? 

A.  There  was  a  queftiort  afked  about  Mr.  Yorke  ;  it  was  afked 
by  Dunn  himfelf — inllead  of  directly  anlwering  Mr.  Walker's 
queftions  he  feemed  to  evade  them  by  putting  the  queftion  whe- 
ther Mr.  Yorke  had  been  in  town  or  no  ?  or  whether  he  had  feert 
him  within  a  few  days  ?  Mr.  Walker  did  not  give  him  anv  anfwer 
to  that  qneftion. 

§£.  Nothing  was  faid  then  about  Yorke's  having  been  at  the 
meeting  at  Mr.  Walker's  houfe? 
A.  No. 

j£.  How  long  might  Dunn  be  with  you  in  the  whole  ? 
A.  I  fancy  he  was  about  twenty  minutes,  or -ha  If  an  hour  in  the 
room— the  queltions  I  have  mentioned,   were  frequently  put  td 
him. 

J£.  Did  you  take  any  thing  down  in  writing  of  what  paiTed  ? 
A.  I  did  that  night  when  I  got  home. 
i>.  Have  you  a  minute  of  it  I 
A-  I  have. 

Qj.  Be  fo  good  as  to  let  me  look  at  that  minute ;  it  is  cot  from 
any  doubt  of  your  giving  me  the  befl:  of  your  recollection,  I  wifh 
to  fee  it  for  another  purpofe. 

(Mr*  Jones  gave  Mr.  Law  his  minutes,) 
You  mention  here,  I  fee,  that  you  went  with  Mr.  Richard  Wal- 
ker, Dunn  was  foon  introduced — by  whom  was  he  introduced  ? 

A.  I  think  Mr.  Richard  Walker  (hewed  him  into  the  room,  if  I 
recollect  right ;  fomebody  knocked  at  the  door  very  foon  after  we 

O 
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got  there  ;  I  underftood  it  was  Dunn;  he  came  immediately  into 
the  room. 

Q.  Who  introduced  him  ? 

/I,  I  think  Mr,  Richard  Walker  opened  the  door  when  Dunn 
came  into  the  room.  I  was  doubtful  towards  the  end  of  the  hufr- 
siei's,  whether  he  was  drunk,  or  only  feigned  to  be  Jo  ;  for  towards 
the  latter  end  of  it  he  appeared  more  Heady,  and  feemed  perfectly 
Qoltethd  in  every  thing  he  faid  ;  he  was  particularly  urgent  with 
Mr,  Walker  to  be  alone  with  him.  Finding  that  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, he  wimed  to  be  with  the  two  Walkers  ;  that  was  refufed  ; 
then  he  defired  he  might  be  with  Mr,  Richard  Walker  alone,  which 
was  alfo  refufed,  and  Mr.  Walker  peremptorily  told  him  he  would 
not  fufiFer  himfelf  to  be  in  his  company  alone.  The  man  feemed 
very  much  vexed  at  it  and  he  came  out  with  a  threat  upon  the  oc- 
fCafion ;  he  faid  Mr.  Walker  would  repent  of  it,  for  it  would  be  a 
damii  d deal  worfe  fbrh'wi,  let  him  bring  as  many  witnejfcs  as  he  "would. 

Mr.  Erfizine.  Mr,  Thomas  Dunn,  is  this  true  or  falfe? 

<4.  Falfe. 

Q.  This  g-entleman  is  perjured  then — it  is  all  falfe  ? 

J.   res, 

Mr.  Law.  I  know  the  character  of  feveral  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  been  examined,  particularly  Mr.  Jones  ;  I  cannot  expert 
one  witnefs  alone,  unconfirmed,  to  ftand  againft  the  teflimony  of 
fchefe  witnefles  ;  I  ought  not  to  expecl;  it. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.     You  act  very  properly,  Mr.  Law, 

The  Jury  immediately  gave  their  verdict  NOT  GUILTY, 

Mr.  Vaughan.     I  pray  that  Dunn  may  be  committed. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  We  will  undertake  to  profecute  him  for  PER- 
JURY. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  Let  him  be  committed ;  and  I  hope,  Mr. 
Walker,  that  this  will  be  an  admonition  to  you,  to  keep  better 
company  in  future. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  have  been  in  no  bad  company,  my  Lord,  except 
In  that  of  the  wretch  who  (lands  behind  me  ;  nor  is  there  a  word 
pr  an  action  of  my  life,  in  which  the  public  are  at  all  interefted, 
|;hat  I  wifh  unfaid,  or  undone,  or  that  under  fimilar  circumftanceg 
1  would  not  repeat. 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.  You  have  been  HONOURABLY  ACQUIT- 
TED, Sir,  and  the  witnefs  againft  you  is  conimittedfor  PERJURY, 


(  I0;   ) 


Immediately  after  the  above  verdict  was  given,  the  fame  jury 
was  again  impannelled,  and  fworn  to  try  Mr.  Walker  upon  the 
feparate  indictment,  charging  him  with  dcwir.'mg  the  Kmgy  and  faying, 
he  would  as  foon  take  his  head  ojfy  as  tear  a  hit  of  paper. 

Thomas  Dunn,  the  only  evidence  for  the  CROWN  on  this  in- 
dictment, having  been  committed  for  PlRjURY,  the  Jurv  inftantly 
returned  their  verdict,  NOT  GUI  /TY. 

Mr.  Walker  had  the  mod  incontrovertible  evidence  to  prove, 
he  was  in  London  at  the  time  Dun?i  fwors  that  the  words  laid  in  this  in- 
diflment)  were  fpcken  by  Mr.  JVaiksr  in  Manchejler. 


The  jury  were  again  impannelled  and  fworn  to  try  James 
Cheetham,  upon  the  feparate  indictment  againft  him,  for  damning 
the  King,  and  wifhing  he  was  guillotined ;  but  the  witnefs  for  the 
CROWN,  Mr.  Dunn,  having  been  committed  for  perjury,  the  jurv 
IMMEDIATELY  found  the  defendant  NOT  GUILTY. 


(    i64    ) 


Upon  Saturday,  the  5th  of  April  1794,  a  Bill  of  Indictment 
was  preferred  againft  Thomas  Dunn,  for  PERJURY;  and 
found  by  the  Grand  Jury,  of  which  the  following  is  a  Lift. 


Thomas  Butterworth  Bayley,  Efq.  of  Hope,  Foreman* 

Nicholas  Afhton,  Efq.  of  Woolton. 

William  Asfheton,  Efq„  of  Cuer  dale -Lodge. 

Edward  Buckley,  Efq.afrf  Lancafler. 

Daniel  Bayley,  Efq'.  of  Hope* 

jofeph  Brookes,  Efq.  of  Evertoh. 

Charles  Gibfon,  Efq.   of  Lancafler. 

Geoffry  Hornby,  Sen.  Efq.  of  Prejlon. 

John  Fowden  Kindle,  Efq.  of  Blackburn*  ' 

Henry  Hulton,  Efq.  of  Prejlon: 

Robert  Hefketh,  Efq.  of  Lancafler. 

John  Machell,  Efq.  of  Penny  bridge. 

Thomas  John  Parke,  Efq,  of  Highfieldi 

Edmund  Rigby,  Efq.  of  Grange. 

Abraham  Rawiinfon,  E{q.  of  Ellel-Hall. 

William  Rawiinfon,  Efq.  of  Ancoats* 

Nicholas  Starkie,  Efq.  of  Frencbwood. 

Robinfon  Shuttleworth,  £fq.  of  Prejlon$ 

Henry  Sudell,  Efq.  of  Bl.2c.kbum. 

John  Walmedey,  Efq.  of  Prejlon. 

James  Whalley,  Efq.  of  Clark-Hill* 

jofeph  James  Vernon,  Efq.  of  Prejloiu 
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c 

Copy  of  Mr,  Walker  s  firjl  Letter  to 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas, 

i 

Bate's  Hotel,   17  June,  1793. 
SIR, 

-*-  HAVE  been  for  fome  time  abfent  from  home,  on  account  of  bufinefs 
which  has  required  my  prefence  in  London.  I  find  by  my  letters  of  laft  Saturday, 
(the  contents  of  which  are  ftill  more  ftrongly  confirmed  by  thofe  of  to-day)  that  a 
teport  has  been  indujlrionjly  circulated  in  Manchefter  of  a  charge  of  HIGH  TREA- 
SON, made  againft  me,  before  the  magiftrates  of  that  town. 

I  am  extremely  forry  to  occupy  your  time  with  the  frivolous  rumours  that  idle 
and  ignorant,  or  bigotted  and  malevolent  people  may  amufe  themfelves  with  propa- 
gating at  the  expence  of  my  character.  But  the  report  above-mentioned  is  in  itielf 
fo  ferious,  and  has  been  the  topic  of  fo  much  converfation  at  Manchefter,  that  I 
think  it  right,  in  juftice  to  myfelf,  and  to  obviate  any  fmlfe  conJhuBion  which  my 
enemies  may  put  upon  my  abfence  from  home,  to  inform  you,  Sir,  that  my  resi- 
dence is  as  above-mentioned,  and  that  I  fhall  be  not  merely  ready  and  "willing,  but 
t^ejirous  to  meet  any  charge  that  may  be  made  againft  me  from  whatever  quarter  it 
way  proceed.  I  fhall  be  upon  change  at  the  ufual  time  almoft  every  day  this  week, 
and  I  fhall  be  this  evening  in  the  lobby  Of  the  Houfe  of  Common,  of  in  the  gallery 
*here. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 


(Signed)         THOMAS  WALK$g, 


The  Right  Honouarble  Henry  Dujnda3, 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  fox 
•b£  Heme  Department,  &ce.  &c. 
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Copy  of  Mr.  Walker  s  fee  and  Letter  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas, 

Bate's  Hotel,   22d]une,   179-3. 
SIR, 

-»-  N  confequence  of  repeated  advice  from  Manchefter  of  warrants  for 
Hl6«H  TREASON  having  been  iffued  againft  me,  I  thought  it  right  io  inform  you  by 
letter  on  Monday  laft,  that  I  refided  during  my  flay  in  town,  at  Bate's  Hotel,  and 
that  I  fhould  be  at  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  that  evening,  and  on  change  at  the 
wfual  hours  almoft  every  day  of  the  week.     I  have  kept  my  promife. 

I  confefs  1  am  fomewhat  furprired,  under  all  the  circumftances  of  my  fituation, 
that  I  have  not  been  favoured  with  an  anfwer  to  that  letter,  but  had  the  bufmefs 
refted  there,  I  fhould  probably  have  troubled  you  no  further. 

By  a  letter,  however,  from  my  attorney  in  Manchefter,  fent  yefterday  under  cover 
to  a  friend  of  mine',  I  learn  oific:ally  that  a  warrant  upon  a  charge  of  HIGH  TREA- 
SON has  certainly  been  iffued  againft  me  at  Manchefter,  and  I  have  every  reafon  to 
fuppofe  (if  my  information  be  true)  that  the  inte?it  of  the  charge  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  the  fubfequent  delay  in  proceeding  upon  it,  is  not  to  punifh  me  for  apolitical 
offence,  of  which  I  know  I  aiti  not  guilty,  but  to  iujure  my  general  character  and  re' 
putation  ;  indirectly  indeed,  but  irrevocably. 

The  character  and  credit  of  a  commercial  man,  Sir,  is  too  delicate  to  be  trifled 
with.  Hitherto  mine  has  been  unfullied  ;  and  I  truft  it  will  remain  fo  by  any  con- 
duct of  my  own.  But  the  principle  of  harraffing  a  Brit; fli  merchant  by  vague  re~ 
ports,  induflrioujly  circulated,  of  crimes  he  has  never  committed  ;  by  charges  unfounded , 
and  threats  unexecuted,  isfobafe,  fo  deteftably  malignant,  that  I  hope,  for  the  honour 
of  the  national  character,  it  is  confined  to  my  enemies  at  Manchefter. 

It  is  highly  improbable  that  any  charge  of  fo  criminal  a  nature,  can  have  been  made 
againft  me,  without  its  being  known  to  the  office  of  his  Majefty's  fecretary  of  ftate. 
1  do,  therefore,  earneltly  entreat,  that  I  may  be  kept  no  longer  in  fufpcnfe  ;  that  I 
may  be  treated  forthwith  according  to  Jaw,  f  there  be  any Te-£,al  accusation  againft 
me,  or  if  there  be  none,  that  I  rjaay  be  informed,  of  it  without  delay.  1  think  I 
feave  aright,  after  what  has  palled,  to  require  as  an  ad  of  common  juftice,  that  my 
mind  may  be  let  at  eafe,  and  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  attend  to  my  commercial 
concerns,  without  the  perpetual  anxiety  attendant  upon  reports  and  iufpicions  raoft 
injurious  and  unfounded. 

Mr.  Wharton  will  do  me  the  favour  to  deliver  this,  and  wait  for  an  anfwer*. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  fervanf, 


(Signed)         THOMAS  WALKER.  „ 


The  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas, 
his  Ma jeiiy's  Principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department^ 
fcc.  &c. 


Na> 


;■*  While  Mr.  Wharton  went  in  to  Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Walker,  and  Mr.  Cooper  as 
his  friend,  waited  near  ike  doer  of  tfce  #$ai&  of  Ccutrou-E,    till  Mr,  Whartca  cause 

OHt. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  iValhr  to 
Mr.  Wharton. 

Bate's  Hotel,  London,   iSihJuly,   1793* 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  HAVE  no  doubt  you  will  be  much  inrprized,  when  I  inform  y.eu, 
Vhat  1  amftill  without  any  anfwer  to  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  take  to  Mr. 
burtdas  (h  fecretary  of  (late  for  the  home  department)  upon  the  2$df  tilt,  anJ  feve- 
ral  of  my  friends,  being  not  lei's  furprfeed  than  myfelf  at  the  filence  of  Mr.  Dundas, 
2re  anxious  to  know  what  palled  between  you  and  him  upon  the  delivery  of  my 
letter.  I  fhall,  therefore,  confider  myfelf  particularly  obliged,  if  you  will  favour 
me,  3s  nearly  as  you  can  recoiled,  vith  the  fjibftance  of  the  conversation  whicfc 
took,  place  on  that  occalion. 

With  much  refpect  and  e-^eem  believe  me, 
Dear  Sir, 
Very  iinceiely  your's, 


(Signed)         THOMAS  WALTER, 


John  Wharton,  E%  M.  P.  Skeltcar 
Cattle,  near  Guiiborough,  York* 
frdxe. 


'No.  IV. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Wharton  s  Anfzver  u 
Mr.  Wo2h.tr* 

BEAR  SIR, 

T 

x    AM  much  lurprized  to  find  that  you  have  not   yet  heard  from  the- 

(jperet^ry  of  ftate's  office  in  reply  to  the  letter  I  delivered  from  you  to  Mr.  Bundas,  on 
Jhe2  2d  ult.  The  converfation  that  paffed  between  us  on  that  oceafion,  you  defire 
that  I  fhould  repeat  to  you  ;  it  is  impohible  for  me  to  undertake  to  do  it  verbatim  ;. 
but  the  iubftance  wis,  that  1  prefented  the  letter  at  your  requeft,  in  confequence  04 
your  not  having  received  any  reply  to  one  of  a  fimilar  purport,  that  you  had  written 
to  him  on  the  preceding  Monday  ;  and  that  being  kept  in  a  ftate  of  fufpenfe  on  a  iub- 
ject  of  fo  ferious  a  nature,  was  highly  injurious  to  you  as  an  Englishman  and  a  mer- 
chant.— Mr.  Dundas  read  the  letter,  and  faid  that  it  was  impolhbie  for  him  to  raaka 
any  other  reply  to  it  than  this,  that  he  received  ienqus  and  criminal  charges  again  fi 
you;  that  he  had  confequently  taken  luch  ffeps  33  his  official  duty  required,  to  havq 
thofe  charges  inveftigated,  and  that  I  might  allure  you,  that  no  official  delay  fhould 
arife,.  and  that  when  any  determination  was  taken  refpecling  them,  you  fhouid  be  ap- 
prized of  it.  I  faid  you  wifhed  for  nothing  more  than  a  ipeedy  determination  on  the 
fteps  to  betaken,  aud  that  you  did  not  with  toeicapethe  jufticeof  your  country,  if- 
you  had  offended  it;  and  I  added,  that  you  had  accompanied  me  to  h.s  office,  and  that; 
■J  was  ready-  to  deliver  up  the  culprit,  if  he  oonfideied  you  as  i'uch,  immediately  ; 
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but  I  apprehended  that  upon  a  full  inveftigation  of  the  charges  againft  you,  it  wouici 
appear  that  perfonal  enmity  to  you,  and  jealoufyof  your  commercial  connexions,  had 
mitigated  perions  who  had  failed  in  their  attempts  to  injure  you  commercially,  to 
make  this  attempt  to  take  away  your  life  ;  Mr.  Dundas  faid  it  was  poflible  that  there 
might  be  low  and  perfonal  motives  for  the prolecution,  and  that  he  (from  every  thing 
he  had  heretofore  heard  or  known  of  you)  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  your  underftamK 
ipg,  to  fuppofe  you  would  fubjecl  yourfelf  to  the  penalties  of  high  treafon.  I  then 
thanked  him  for  his  candour  and  politenefs,  and  took  my  leave. 

I  fhallbe  very  happy  to  hear  from  you,  if  any  tiling  further  is  done   in  this  bufr- 
nefs,  and  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 
With  great  regard,  your's,  very  fincerely, 

(Signed)         JOHN   WHARTON; 
Skelton  Caft!e,  July  21,   1793. 

Thomas  WaUker,  Efq;  Eate's  Hotel, 
.ftdelph*,  London.  V  , 


No.  V. 

Copy  of  a  third  Letter  from  Mr.  Walker,  to 
Mr.  Secretury  Dundas. 

Bate's  Hotel,  29th  July,   1793. 
SIR, 

V 

-*-  ROM  Mr.  Wharton's  account  of  the  converfation  that  paffed  between 
you  and  him,  on  his  delivering  to  you  my  letter  of  the  2  2d  ult..  I  was  induced  to  ex- 
pect an  early  inthnatien  of  the  intended  proceedings  againft  me,  or  of  their  having 
teen  relinquifhed,  I  fhould  be  much  furprized  that  no  decifion  had  yet  taken  place  on 
this  bufineis,  if  I  were  not  con fcipus  that  the  more  ftrictly  the  gecufations  were  inves- 
tigated, the  more  futile  they  would  appear. 

My  bulinefs  in  London  will  occupy  me  till  Sunday  next,  when  I  fhall  fet  out  for 
Lancafhire,  unlefs  fome  notice  from  the  office  of  his  Majefty's  iecretaries  of  ftase 
fhould  detain  me  longer  in  town.  ,  . 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  molt  obedient  fervant, 


(Signed)        THOMAS  WALKER 


^ 


The  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas, 
his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

•     &.c.  he. 
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Mr.  Walker  ndt  having  received  an  anfwer  from  Mr.  Dunda;  to  any  of  his  three 
letters,  and  judging  that  Mr.  Dundas' s  teftimony  might  be  effential,  directed  him  to 
be  fubpcenaed  to  appear  as  a  witnefs  on  his  trial  at  Lancafter.  The  following  are 
copies  of  two  fubpaenas  with  which  Mr.  Duncias  was  ferved,  together  with  the  copies 
of  two  letters,  the  one  from  Meftrs.  Ward,  Dennetts  and  Greaves,  agents  to  Meffrs, 
Duckworth  and  Dennett,  aud  the  other  from  Mr.  White,,  folickor  to  the  treafury,  to 
Mefirs.  Ward,  Dennetts  and  Greaves,  upon  this  fubjecT, 


No.  VI. 


Copy  fif the  firjl  Subpoena  with  which  Air.  Dundas  was  ferved, 

^EORGE  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  cf  Great-Britain,  France,  and  Ireland. 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Sec,  To  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas,  our 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  greeting,  we  command  you, 
-  that  laying  afide  all  other  bufinefs,  excuies,  and  delays  whatioever,  you  be  and  per- 
sonally appear  before  our  juftices  at  Lancafter,  the  firft  day  of  the  next  general  feffiow 
of  affizes  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  general  gaol  delivery  there  to  be  holden,  to  teftifjr 
and  fpeak  the  truth  between  us  and  Thomas  Walker,  George  M'Cullum,  John  Smith* 
William  Paul,  Samuel  Jackfon,  James  Cheetham,  Oliver  Pearfon,  Benjamin  Booth, 
Henry  Yorke,  and  Jofeph  Collier,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  faid  Thomas,  George, 
John,  William,  Samuel,  James,  Oliver,  Benjamin,  Henry,  and  Joleph,  upon  all 
filch  matters  and  things  whereupon  you  fhall  be  examined;  and  that  you  bring  with 
you  and  produce  upon  the  faid  trial,  three  feveral  letters,  purporting  to  be  written 
by  the  laid  Thomas  Walker  to  you,  one  cf  which  is  dated  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  "  Bate's  Hotel,  17th  June,  1793,"  and  is  figned  and  fubferibed  with  the 
name  "  Thomas  Walker,"  and  is  directed  to  you  by  the  deicription  of  the  Right 
Honble.  Henry  Dundas,  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  &c. 
another  of  which  faid  letters  is  dated  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  "  Bate's 
Hotel,  25d  June,  1793,"  and  is  figned  and  fubferibed  with  the  name  "  Thomas 
Walker,"  and  is  direfted  to  you  by  the  deicription  of  "  The  Right  Honble.  Henry 
"■  Dundas,  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  Sec. 
"  &c."  and  the  other  of  which  faid  letters  is  dated  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
"  Bate's  Hotel,  29  July,  1793,"  and  is  figned  and  fubferibed  with  the  name  of 
"  Thomas  Walker,"  and  is  directed  to  you  by  the  defcription  of  "  T  he  Right  Honble. 
Henry  Dundas,  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
&c.  &c."  And  this  you  are  not  to  omit,  under  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds. 
Witnefs,  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald,  Knight,  at  Lancafter,  the  15th  day  of  Auguft,  ia 
the  thirty-third  year  of  our  reign. 

3ATT, 
(Endorfisd) 


March  24th,   1794.     5tei«red  this  fubpoena  on  Mr.  Dundas,  at  his  houfe  at  Wi&bh 
isxa,  .fhj.d  at  the  iimt  time  offered  hiia  thirty  guinea?,  which  he  refbied. 

■(Signed)         J,  DEXXEl'T. 


«i 


N»« 
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No.  VII, 


Copy  of  tjie  fee on d  Subpoena  with  which  Air.  Dundas  teas'- 

Jkrved* 


^EORGE  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great -Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
Kins,  Defender  of  the  Faith,   Sec.     To  the  Right  Honble.    Henry  Dundas,  our  Prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  greeting,  we  command  you,   thai- 
laying  a  fide  all  other  bulirtefst  excufes,  and  delays  whatfoecer,   you  be  and  pei  tonally 
appear  before  our  Juftices  at  Lancafter,  the  firtt  day  of  the  next  general  feffion  cf  aTi>  e> 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  general  gaol  delivery  there  to  be  holden,   to  teftify  and  fpeak 
the  truth  between  us  and  '1  homas  Walker,  George  M'Cullum,  John  Smith,  William 
Paul,  Samuel  Jaekfon,  James  Cheetham,  Oliver  Pearfon,  Benjamin    Booth,    Henry 
Yorke,  and  Joleph  Collier,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  laid  rI  homas,  George,  John, 
"William,  Samuel,  James,  Oliver,    Benjamin,    Henry,    and    Joieph,    upon    all   fuch 
matters  and  things  whereupon  you  fhajl  be  examined  ;  and  alfo  that,  you  bring  with 
you  and  produce   upon  the  trial  of  this  traverfe,  all  informations  and    examinations, 
taken  on  oath  or  otherwife,  of  Thomas  Dunn,  or  any  other  perfon  or   perfons  againft 
the  faid  defendants,  or  any  of  them,  either  for  high  trealon,  confpiracy,  or  any  other 
crime  or  nvfdemeanor,  tranfmitted  and  delivered  to  you,  either  as  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  otherwife,  and  all  warrants,  or  copies  of  warrants  iifued  thereon." — And 
this  you  are  not  to  omit  under  the  penalty   of  one   hundred  pounds.     WTitnefs,  Sir 
.Archibald  Macdoaaid,    Knight,    at   Lanoafter,  the  fifteenth  day  of  Anguft,  in   the 
thirty-third  year  of  our  reign. 

BATT. 
(Endorfed) 

Served  this  fubpeena,  by  delivering  a  copy  to  Mr.   Nepean,  who  undertook  to  a«i 
cept  it  as  if  lerved  qu  Mr.  Dundas; 

(Signed)         J.  DENNETT, 


No.  VIII. 

Gepy  of  Mejfrs.  Ward,  Dennett  and  Greaves 's  Letter  to  Mejrs* 

Duckworth  and  Dennett. 

The  Ring  againfl  Walker  and  others* 

GENTLEMEN, 

vv  E  could  not   get  to  fee  Mr.  Dundas  to  fen't  the  hft  fubposna 
fiaon  hi^a,  but  Mr.  Nspeara  received  it,  and  he  undertook  to  accept  it  as  good  Ser- 
vice, 
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Vll 


vice,  Rnee  which   we   have  received  the  inclofed   leucr   from   the  Solicitor  to   the 
Ticafury,   which  admits  the  fervice  ot'  both  iubpoenas. 

Wc  aie, 

ETcar  Sirs, 

Your's,  fincercly, 
(Signed)         WARD,  DENNETTS  &  GREAVtS-. 
Covent-Garden,  March  27,    1794. 

We  return  you  the  fubpoena. 

Mellrs.  Duckworth  and  Dennett, 
Mavjchefter. 


No.  IX. 

Copy  of  Mr»  While's  Letter  to  Mejfrs*  Ward,  Dennett  and 

Greaves* 

The  King  agaihft  Paul  aud  ethers, 


SIRS, 


•"•HE  fubpeena  which  you  ferved  on  Mr.  Dundas,  requiring  him  to  pro- 
duce three  letters,  fen:  by  Mr.  Walker,  one  of  the  defendants,  to  Mr.  Dundas,  as 
Secretary  of  State,  hath  been  lent  tome,  together  with  Mr.  Walker's  letters. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  thefe  letters  fball  be  produced  on  the  Trial,  if 
sailed  for,  and  I  will  inftrucl  his  Majefty's  Counfel  to  admit  that  they  were  received 
by  Mr.  Dundas,  in  his  capacity  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  both  iubposnas  have 
been  ferved. 

I  am, 

Sirs, 
Your  moft  humble  fervant, 


No.  6,  Lincoln's  Inn, 
27  March,    1794. 


(Signed)         JOSEPH  WHIT*, 


jMeffrs.  Ward,  Dennetts  and  Greaves, 

Solicitors,  Coveat  Garden, 


No, 
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No.  X. 


Particulars  of  feveral  Applications  made  by  Air.  Richard 
Walker,  reflecting  his  Brother,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  to  the 
Rev.   John  Griffith,  one  of  his   Majefty's  Jujlzces  of  the 

Peace* 


o 

V-'N  Thurfday  July  iSth  1793,  I  went  to  the  Rev.  John  Griffith's  houfe  a  little 
before  ten  in  the  morning,  accompanied  by  Mr.  William  Seddon,  but  finding  Mr. 
Griffith  was  gone  to  church,  we  waited  in  the  church-yard  till  he  came  out,  when 
Mr.  Seddon  told  him  we  wanted  to  ipeak  to  him,  on  which  Mr.  Grtnth  took  us  into 
a  public  houfe  in  the  chuich-yard,  where  Mr.  Seddon  informed  him  that  as  we  un- 
derftood  he  had  granted  a  warrant  againlt  Mr.  Walker,  we  came  to  let  him  know  that 
Mr.  Walker  was  in  London,  and  where  he  was  to  be  met  with;  that  he  (Mr.  Grif- 
fith) might  get  tj&e  fame  ferved  npon  him  there.  Mr.  Griffith  replied,  that  there 
certainly  was  a  warrant  fgned  by  him  again fi  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  far  HIGH  TREA- 
SON, and  when  he  came  home,-  it  would  be  put  in  force  ;  that  there  had  been  a 
perfon  waiting  in  the  MARK.JL.T-PLACE*  to  apprehend  him,  at  a  time  when  it  was 
'reported  he  was  returned  home,  that  Unite,  a  deputy  conftable,  had  either  been  at 
Eariow  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  it  was  faid  Mr.  Walker  had  been  there,  and  that 
he  had  alfo  been  ieen  in  Manchefter.  I  told  him  it  was  perfectly  untrue  ;  that  my 
brother  had  never  been  out  of  London  or  the  neighbourhood,  fince  he  firft  weilt  up  ; 
Mr.  Griffith  faid  "  I  do  not  hclitateto  declare  that  as  the  matter  new  Jiar.ds  we  cannot 
eorvhicl  eithet  Mr.  Paul  or  any  other  perfon  cfhigb  treafon  as  we  have  only  One  witnefs 
at  preient."  I  then  read  him  the  annexed  paper,  and  gave  lum  my  brother's  addiefs  on 
a  card,  in  my  brother's  own  hand-writing.  Mr.  Griffith  laid,  he  did  not  fee  why  he 
mould  avft  out  of  his  own  diftricL  and  that  J.  had  better  give  the  card  to  Unite,  who 
had  the  warrant,  and  might  do  as  he  pleated  ;  1  replied,  I  ihould  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Unite,  or  any  fuch  people,  that  he  (Mr.  Griffith)  had  declared  he  had  granted  a 
warrant  for  my  brother's  apprehenhon,  and  therefore  I  left  the  card  with  him.  He 
perfifted  in  faying,  he  faw  no  reafon  for  his  acting;  Mr.  .Seddon  replied,  he  thought 
if  Mr.  Walker  had  been  really  guilty  of  HIGH  TREASON,  he  ought  to  have  been 
taken  up,  or  to  be  fo  immediately,  wherever  he  zvas,  and  profecuted  at  the  expence  of 
the  public.  Mr.  Griffith  faid,  he  did  not  fee  that  :  he  had  fent  copies  of  the  informa- 
tions to  government,  and  could  not  tell  why  they  did  not  ac7,  and  why  they  feemed  to 
■wifh  to  throw  the  bufinefs  on  a  country  juflice.  Mr.  Seddon  declared  he  thought  it 
very  ftrange,  and  a  moll  malevolent  piece  of  bufin-eis  throughout,  and  obferved,  that 
had  a  warrant  been  iiiueel  againft  any  perfon  on  a  charge  of  baftardy,  he  (Mr.  Griffith) 
would  have  taken  care  to  have  it  backed,  and  the  perfon  apprehended  at  the  charge  of 
the  parifli.  Mr.  Griffith  replied,  "  that  would  be  for  the  fecurity  of  the  parijh"  Mr. 
Seddonfaid,  "true,  and  this  being  on  a,  charge  of  high  treafon,  is  for  the  fecurity  of 
"  the  kingdom,  and  ought  to  be  at  the  expence  of  the  public."  Mr.  Griffith  Ibll 
faid,  they  had  only  one  witnefs;  on  which  I  remarked,  that  with  ail  the  pains  which 
it  was  reported  he,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith,  bad  taken,  it  was  furprizing  he  could  not 
get  another  witnefs  as  good  as  tl>e  one  they  had,  hut  that  I  thought  no  candid  or  dif- 
paffionate  per  ion  was  at  a  lofs  to  what  motive  to  attribute  the  prefent  proceedings.  I 
alfo  mentioned  my  brothers  having  given  notice  to  Mr.  Dundas,  of  his  having  been  in 
London.      ( 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith  faid,  "  that  fo  far  from  his  acting    in  London,  was  he  there, 
"■  2nd  had  a  lufficient  acquaint anoe  with  Mr.  Ihomas  Walker,,  he  ftiould  not  think  it 

unjuiUaable 

*  the  Market-place  in  Manchefter  is  cenfdered  as  the  Exchange,  wfcre  the   mer- 
*i}ants  and  manufaSlurtn  meat  ta  tranfuil  their  hufinefs. 
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"'  unprmffiable  or  improper  to  call  on  him  at  his  own  hotel,  and  Sine  with  him."  On 
which  Mr.  Seddon laid,  What!  DINE  WITH  A  TRAITOR  I  and  I  affiled,  and  on; 
kgawjl  whott;  you  your f  If  have  ijfucd  a  warrant  for  his  apprehenfo>i !  he  replied, 
"  I  mean  as  a  private  gentleman ;"    we    both  repeated,    would  you  dine  -with  a 

TRAITQR  ?" 

Mr.  Griffith  then  laid,  it  was  not  incumbent  on  him  to  take  any  Heps  to  apprehend 
Mr.  Thomas  Walker  out  of  his  own  neighbourhood,  on  which  "Mr.  Seddon  obierved, 
that  the  warrant  being  for  conipiring  or  compacting  the  death  of  the  King,  as  he  (Mr. 
Griffith  J  had. acknowledged,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Walker  being  in  London  fd  near  the 
King's  perfon,  he  might  more  eaiily  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  his  wicked  inten- 
tions into  execution,  but  that  a  traitor  ought  to  be  taken  into  ciffiody  wherever  he  was 
as  foon  as  poffible  ;  and  I  laid,  it  Jbejaed  little  regard  for  the  fafety  of  the  Klngxs  pe%- 
fon,  to  fujfer  thofe  who  were  aecuj'cdof  cm f firing  agdinfi  his  life,  to  be  at  large  Jo  neap 
him  without  interruption. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith  alio  declared,  that  Unite  had  followed  Mrs.  fackfon's  Fu- 
neral to  have  apprehended  Mr,  feckjot;,  had  he  followed  her  to  the  grave  ;  that  he 
wifhed  Unite  not  to  interrupt  the  ceremony,  as  he  thought  it  would  be  rather  indeli- 
cate, but  to  follow  Mr.  Jacklcn,  and  take  him  Upas  he  returned  home,  or  at  his  own 
houie.  Mr.  Griffith  alio  laid,  he  was  peifhaded  that  treaion  had  been  actually  com- 
mitted  at  Mr.  Walker's  houie,  but  that  Mr.  Walker-  was  not  prfent  at  the  time.  I 
replied  that  was  not  the  fail,  for  neither  my  brother*  nor  I,  had  any  connection  with/ 
people  guiky  of  treaion.  Mr.  Griffith  laid,  it  had  been  reported  he  had  an  indem- 
nity from  government  for  what  he  had  done,  but  that  was  not  the  cafe. 

Mr.  Seddon  mentioned  Mr.  Paul's  treatment,  and  Mr.  Griffith's  baring  refufed  a 
copy  of  the  information,  and  the  repons  which  had  been  fo  fhamefuliy  ipread,  re- 
ipec"  ng  efferent  people  being  apprehended  here  for  high  treaion,  and  that  the  matter 
ought  certainly  to  be  brought  to  a  concluiion.  After  repeating  the  general  purport  of 
the  paper  alluded  to;  and  Mr.  Griffith  again  declariaflhat  lie  fhouid  give  the  card  to 
Unite,  who  might  a-3;  as  he  thought  proper,   we  left  him. 

I  again  went  on  the  31ft  of  July,  with  Mr.  Birch  and  Mr.  Sanderfon,  to  Mr. 
Griffith,  and  gave  him  notice  in  thfiir_preferi.ee  that  my  brother  would  be  <t  L 'mealier 
at  the  enfuing  affives. 

On  the  5th  of  AuguftI  again  informed  Mr.  Griffith,  that  my  brother  woffid  be  in 
Manchefter  en  the  Thur-iday,  or  Friday  following*  Mr,  Griffith  aiked  w;_ere  he 
would  be,  to  which  I  replied,  that  I  could  not  tell  preciiely  whe.e  he  would  be,  bur 
that  he  would  be  in  Manchefter ;  Mr.  Griffith  faid,  "  WILL  KE  BE  UPON 
CHANGE  V"  I  laid,  "  Why  fhouid  he  be  upon  change?  he  wilkbe  in  Manchefter," 
Mr.  Griffith  further  a'ked,  "  Will  your  brother  pledge  himfeif  to  tafee  his  trial  for 
"  fedition  at  the  eniuing  affixes?  for  1  ha-e  two  charges  againft  him  for  HIGH  TRhA- 
"  SON,  and  another  for  fedhhn.^  I  replied*  "  he  will  be  in  Manchefter  at  the  time 
"  I  mention,   on  Thurfuay  or  Friday  next." 

On  Ihurfday  my  brother  returned  fiotn  London  to  Barlow,  and  on  Friday  rnpraffi* 
fee  came  to  i^ancheftsr,  of  which  I  gave  Mr.  Griffith  ic^nedla^e  notice. 

* 

RICHARD  WALKER. 


No.  XL 

Copy  of  the  Paper  read  by  Mr.  Richard  Wfctker,  t»  the  Riv. 
Mr.  John  Griffith,  upon  the  iSt/z  of  ju.iy<>  1793,  in  the 
Pref trice  of  Mr-.  William  Seddon. 

T 

x  UNDER. ST  AND  from  the  information  of  feveral  respectable  perfons,  that 
there-  is  a  warrant  out  aga  nr>  my  brother  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  u&ued  by  you,  or:  a 
crimmai  charge  of  ionie  kind  or  other  ;  my  brother  has  received  the  fun  info:  ma- 
t&fe;  *s  this  report  is  now  gtTievTily  current  in'  Mancheiier,  i  thiak  it  right  fo  io 
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quaint  you,  that  my  brother  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  refides  at  pre  Cent  at  Pate's  Hotel, 
in  the  V.'.elphi,  London;  that  his  bu'.ineis  will  detain  him  in  London  force  time  $ 
that  he  willies  himie'.f,  and  I  wil'h  on  his  account,  that  no  uncertainty  refped'nbg  the 
place  of  his,  abode,  in.  y  delay  the  courfe  of  juftice  ;  and  therefore  if  there  be  any 
•warrant  againft  him,  you  mav  have  the  opportunity  of  getting  it  properly  backed,  and 
ferved  unon  him  without  delay,  as  he  will  certainly  remain  in  London  a  fufficient 
length  of  trme  to  enable  this  to  be  done.  He  is  generally  upon  the  Royal  Excha&ga 
every  tjr-ay  at  the  ufual  hours. 

If  there  be  no  charge  againft  my  brother,  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  call  upon  you  to 
fa;  fo,  a^  my  commercial  reputation  is  involved',  as  well  2s  his,  in  the  preient  re- 
ports againft  him.  That  you  may  not  potfibly  make  any  rniitake,  I  give  -you  ifi&f 
ca;ci,  with  his  addreis  in  his  s,vn  hand-writing. 

(Copy  of  the  Card.) 

Mr.  Walker, 

Gff  Manchefter,  , 

Bate's  Hotel* 
tS  July,    1793,  Adelphi, 

a'bjut   1 1  o'clocJCj  Lcndcii. 

A.   H, 


No.  XII. 

Copy  of  the  Paper  referred  to  in  the  Evidence  of  George  ClarK% 

IZo  the  R'jbrHiiflF  Societies  in  Sheffield.,  and  other  perfons  ivho  concur  -u-'ith  them  m 

ftniiment. 

-t^LLQW  a  fincere  well- wifher  to  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  particularly 
to  the  happinels  and  freedom  of  this  country,  moft  earneftly  to  exhort  you,  hi .s  fellow  - 
tow,  frriett  to  continue  to  teihfy,  by  the  whole  of  your-  behaviour,  that  "  the  true 
ipiritof  liberty  is  a -{pint  of  order,"  as  your  Society  for  Conftitutional  h  -formation 
has  well  expreiTed  it.  Be  this  your  invariable  method  of  refuting  and  defeating  the 
i;;:uii!Ci;s  calumnies  cf  thoie  who,  from  mifiaking  your  views,  or  other  motives, 
iii-fiepie.efit  your  real  de'igns.  You  may  be  affined  that  nothing  will  chagrin  luch 
as  are  j ouif  enemies,  fo  much  as  to  hnd  that  you  keep  ileadily,  on  all  occatibns,  to  a 
ft  net  other1  a  ce  of  the' laws,  and  a  peaceable  conduct;  nor  would  any  thing  grant  y 
..them  more,  of  be  fo  ei'eutialiy  injurious  to  the  cauieof  that  Rtdbim  which  you  wiih 
to  obtain,   than  for  you  to  bo  lo  far  milled  as  tocommit  any  act  of  riot  or  tumult. 

Promote  with  firmneis,  by  ail  y.lt,  legal  and  peaceable  means,  a  Reform,  in  the 
Representation  of  theHJeopie,  maintain  the  j  freedom  of  the  Vreis — that  inon'pculable 
fafegiiard  to  von-  liberties  -and  alien,  m  t i-.e  like  calm  and  peaceable  way,  your 
r;,*b,t  to  zrce'd.dcuHioii  bii-' political  i'ubieirs.  gut  at  the  lame  time  do  a-fl  this  .with 
yio.u.etv  and  chic  etlon.  r  o  nothing  which. cari  be  conceived  by  others  except  jio#i 
ra-ut'ul  -peivcjic'i,  t'-. ■be'  in-m  cal  to  :  hat  Conthtution,  one  biarcli  of  which  you  ptb- 
Ifofs  it  to  b-3  yjn.i  oe':bn  to  ceftbte  to  its  due  purity  by  cunfiituTi«nal  renovation. — r- 
XV-berr  e1  etits  happen  fa  ourable,  as  you  think,  to  juft.  and  univejdal  libeity,  avoid 
hsublic  rejoicings,  and  procehions,  becaufe  they  may  prove  offentive  iufieadof  concili- 
ating ro.thqfe  of  vein  follow  ■citizens  who  do  not  view  inch  occ,unenct;s  in  the  lanic 
bjfht  that  you- do;  becajife  the  y  ma  ,  and  d  your  opponents,  and  thole  who  w.ih  you> 
f-ii,  an  opportunity  to  excite  Coritutjon  and  d  iaicier;  whereby  1  he  perfons  or  property 
b(  yoiii ■  nc'uhbours  m  ght  be  injured,  which  would  be  laid  to  your  charge,  though 
yhv  m  ■  ht  be  <\une  clear  oi  any  intentiouai  harm,  and  becatiie  1  b.cy  may,  fiom  cr- 
htmiia'ices-  attending-  inch  pfoceffions  and  rejoicings,  be  cdnffrwed  irito,  an.  iniult  on 
■he     6  er.  meat  of  )  eta  e-wn  tjunti  y,   netV.'it&£aB«tirt£    yOtj    ;:■../    ms-as    $»thmg   ut 

L.a  e 
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Left"e  all tuttiTult  and  difturbance,  all  injury  to  thcfe  who  differ  from  you  either  in 
PolitcsOi      ■  i,  to  men  of  a  very  dihereat  defcriptlon  from  yomrelves — to  men 

Who  le  el  the  property  and  endanger  the  perfousof  innocent  and  meritorious  citizens, 
{'■,  exetcifii  .  e  right  of  pn  -ate  judgment,  to  thcfe  who  oppofe  all  Reform,  to  thole 
\     o  2re  ;'ea  ous  for  acknowledge;!  abuiea.    To  iuch  men  a,>  thefe  iet  it  oe  left  to  pro'  e 

then  sthe  only,  levellers  to  be  found    n  this  country. How   eoni    afted  is  the 

f,urit  of  f.tch  men,  to  that  libeial  one  of  moderation  and  foeial  ,.  r  couife,  which 
hapDily  orevaiis  among  perfons  of  all  opinions  in    h  >   town  ana  neighbourhood  ! 

10  LpJ  .i.-ce  of  Outrage  and  violence  can  be  juitly  adeemed  agamft  the  friends  of 
Reform  duhng  the  iate  andftill  exifting  aianm-;,  do  you  care/ufly  fupport  that  honor- 
able and  able  character.  Manifeft  to  ali  that  you  do  not  entertain  the  levelling 
piinciples  you  are  charged  with,  by  a  cornlant  regard  to  the  lafety  of  the*  perions  and 
proo  i  v  o:  alia  oundyou. — Piotedr,  but  do  not  r.ei'roy.  Bear  reproach  with  manly 
firm  e:s,  but  do  no  injury  vouriebes.  Convince  by  peaceable  behaviour,  by  cbe- 
c  ence  to  legal  authority,  and  by  that  dignity  cf  conduct  which  is  becoming  thole 
who  are  influenced  by  the  principles  of  genuine  Liberty. 

i'our  townfmen  and  neighbours,  at  their  meeting  this  day,  ha^e  done  nothing  un- 
friendly to  Liberty  or  Reform,  but  ha  e  exprefied  a  confidence  in  the  peaceable  dif- 
poJ  ■     :  ie     -    .bitantsof  the  town*     it  is  vour  wu  to  continue  :j  Chew  that  you 

are  h    o:   that  confidence.      ihe?    have  declared  their  firm  attachment  to  the 

Government  and  Conftitution  of  their  country,  one  grand  principle  of  wnreh  is  to 
amend  hat  miy  be  amifs,  from  the  apfe  of  time  or  other  civcumUancei  av&  their  ab- 
horrence of  ail  riot  and  tumult,  with  a  reiolutiori  to  afhfi  the  civil  ma:::ir3fe  in  quel- 
ling everj  thing  of  that  nature.  The fe  declarations  are  a<ieeab,e  to  the  fenthnents 
contained  iniome  of  the  publications  of  your  Society  for  Comhtu.ional  Infcrinatipn. 
In  confirmation  of  which,  on;  of  the  mtmoers  of  that  Society  gave  his  apprtbation 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  in  a  manner  highly  to  his  credit  ;  and  the  g*-.ieral 
concurrence  as  well  as  the  handiotne  behaviour  cf  the  others  whe  attended,  ou^nt 
not  to  pafs  unnoticed. 

Permit  me  to  add  a  few  words  more. — What  is  the  cbjjfi  of  Political  rlefcrrm  but 
by  fuitable  regulations  to  guard  more  effectually  a-atnft  oppreiTipn,  :.  predate  more 
gene  a:  c:m:ort  and  happinefs,  to  pre  ent  future  umiecefiary  burdens  on  the  fubjecf, 
aaa  gradually;  as  well  as  rationally,  and  with  due  fefpect  to  fafety  as  well  as  juil  ce, 
to  ejirninifh  thqfe  which  already  exifl.  -  To  the  induftrious,  ecGnsiakSiy  rdguL&rjind 
orderly  mechan  c,  inch  a  reform  would  bec<  me  a  efipntiai  benefit  as  be  could  then 
by  moieratebut  coalt.aht  labour,  enjoj  more  comfort,  maintain  his  family  better,  and 
be  abieto  provide  a.  futiitriency  for  ficknefs  and  old  age  ;  but  to  theidlj  difbofedj  the 
profligate  and  drunken  workman,  on  the  fuppofitiori  ef  his  continuing  to  be  fo,  it 
coulu  be  of  no  advantage. 

May  I  then  further  urge  upon  you  the  neeeBhty  of  letting  perioral  amendment  go 
hand  in  hand  with  Political  Reform  and  Information.  When  you  examine  the  er- 
rors of  Government,  do  not  forget  ro  caft  an  eye  upon  your  own  fadings,  Thefe 
you  may  correct  by  fiucere  efibits,  for  this  is  within  your  own  power,  lour  en- 
deavours to  reform  the  other,  though  alio  laudable,  may  not  be  certain  of  iuccefs. 
However  you  will  be  much  more  lively  to  iucceed  in  public  reformation,  when  you 
ha  e  abandoned  whatever  is  degrading  to  your  own  characters.  Prom  your  general 
-behaviour,  let  no  one  be  able  to  point  out  a  Ref  rmet;  or  a  member  of  one  of  your 
Societies,  without  at  the  lame  time  he  fhoiild  point  to  an  induftrious,  regular  man, 
of  icber  manners,  and  an  orderly,  peaceable  d.fpobt'on.  By  being  meritorious  ier- 
yants,  goou  matters,  kind  huibands,  and  provicent  fathers,  you  wilt  acquire  a  ie- 
ipeciabi-i.t/  which  will  conquer  the  prejudice/  of  i hole  who  now  ttaau.ee  your  inten- 
tions. Thefe  are  means  by  which  you  may  indeed  put  youifelvts  on  an  equality 
with  men  in  higher  ftations,  and  but  too  frequently  become  their  lupeiiors,  in  re^i 
worth  and  ufefuinels,  in  actual  com  tort  ana  enjoyment,  and  by  the  poiiefiioh  of  true 
independence.  T  his  ihomd  be  your  ambition,  ana  in  tbis  may  you  iucceed,  both  in 
felt-reformation,  and,  united  with  }  our  ieilow-citizens,  in  that  of  the  reprefeiv  ation 
of  the  People,  to  the  extent  that  wili  molt  conduce  to  individual,  as  well  as  to  pubbc 
kappinefs  ana  prof^erity,  is  the  cordial  wifh  of  . 

(Signed)  A  REFORMER. 

December  31,   1792.  ^ 


The  fentiments  contained  in  the  above  paper,  were  fo  much  approved  by  tl  9  Man- 
chefter  Coniututionai,  Reformation,  and  ratnotic  Societies,  that  they  unan.uiouuy 
-^.rsvied  twe  th»uUnd  copies  to  be  printed  and  distributed, 
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No.  XIII. 

W I L  L  I  A  M    PAUL 


I 


S  a  paper-flainer  in  Manchefter.  On  the  14th  of  Tuns,  1793.  he  was  torn 
from  his  Wife  and  family,  in  confequence  of  a  wa: rant  figned  by  the  Rev.  John  Grif- 
fith, charging  fern  with  HIGH  TREASON,  "  by  compafhr.g  the  death  of  his  prelent 
Majeily,"  oa  the  pJe  oath  of  Thomas  Dunn  ;  Mr.  Paul  was  that  day  and  pighit  con- 
fined, in  an  apartment  belonging  to  the  hevf  Baily  Prifon  ;    the  next  morning   he  was 

committed  to  that  prifon,  and  orders  were  given  to  treat  him  as  a  common  felon. ■ 

Upon  the  1 7th  of  the  feme  month,  a  commitment  was  made  out  for  him  to  the  Caftle 
at  Lancaster  ;  but  feme  days  being  allowed  him  to  ferae  his  books.  &c.  he  was  not 
fent  there  until  the  2  ju,  when  he  was  taken  out  of  his  ceil  at  one  o  eleck  in  the  morn- 
ing,  without  any  previous  notice. 

Mr.  ;:jaul  remained  in  the  county  gaol  at  Lane  after,  till  the  enfuing  afl17.es  in  Auguft, 
when  naindioTtiTiem  for  HIGH- TREASON  being  preferred  againfl  him,  he  was  dif- 
charged.  Many  of  Mr.  Paul's  friends  were  ready  to  have  given  bail ;'  but  as  in  cafes 
of  treafon,  no  bail  can  be  taken,  it  is  hardly  neceffary  to  oblerve,  that  by  thefe  means 
a  man  may  b.;  confined  from  the  clofe  of  one  affixes  to  the  commencement  of  another, 
on  an  accufation  of  this  crime  •,  and  although  it  requires  two  witneiies  to  convict  \ 
man,  one  only  is  futficient  to  have  him  committed. 

Mr.  Paul  being  indicted,  at  the' Auguft  affixes,  for  a  confpiracy  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Walker,  and  others,  he  was  held  to  bail  with  the  other  defendants,  and  with  them 
honourably  acquitted  in  April  laft. 

Diving  the  time  which  Mr.  Paul  continued  in  the  New  Eaily  Prifon,  neither  his  wife 
nor  his  children  were  peirmtted  to  fee  him,  without  feme  of  the  keepeis  being  pre- 
fect; and  he  was  forced  to  deep  in  one  of  the  cells  of  the  felons,  which  havirg  been 
frelh  wafhed,  there  being  no  glats  in  the  windows,  and  the  window  fhutfer  much 
broken,  gave  Mr.  Paul  a  cold,  which  afterwaids  terminated  in  a  violent  inflammation 
in  his  eyes,  one  of  which  he  was  in  the  greateft  danger  of  lofmg  ;  he  was  confined  to 
his  bed  for  thiee  weeks.,  an®  to  his  room  for  near  three  months,.. 

This  defendant  has  a  wife  and  fcur  children. 


No.  XIV. 
Copy  of  the  Warrant  hy  which  Mr.  Paul  was  apprehended. 

Lancajhire,  to  wit.     To   the  conftables  of  the    townfhvp  of  Manchefler,  in   the    faid 

county,  and  to  each  and  ev  ery  of  them. 

y 

-1  OIJ  are  hereby  required,  in  his  Majefty's  rame,  to  apprehend  and  bring  be- 
fore me1  John  Griffith,  clerk,  one  of  his  Majefty's  jufdees  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
fai-a  county,  V,  ilii.ni  Paul,  of  Manchefter,  in  the  laid  county,  paper-ftainer,  to  an- 
iwer  to  fetch  matters  as  are  and  fhail  be  objected  a^ainft  him,  for  having  committed 
HIGH  TREASON  in  the  townfhip  of  Manchefter  aforefald,  by  cempaffing  the  death 
of  hisprefent  Majefty,  And  aifo  for  divers  contempts-againft  our  laid  Lord  the  king. 
Given  under  my  hand  and,  lead;  the  13th  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred, 
and  ninety-three. 

JOtfN  GRIFFITH,  (L.  S.) 

No. 
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N  o.  XV. 

Ccfty  of  Mr*  Paul's  Commitment  to  Lancafter. 

Larttjjlcr,  to  tv'it.     To  the  conftables  of    the   townfhip   of  Manchefter,    and  aifo  t» 
the  gaoler,   or  keeper  of  his  Majcfty's  gaol    the    Caftle  of  Lancafter,  in    the     faid 
county. 

J-  HESE  are  in  his  Majefty's  name  to  require  and  command  you  the  faid 
•onftatyes,  to  convey  the  body  of  Wilfiara  Paul,  of  Manchefter,  in  the  faid  county, 
paper-ftainer,  to  his  Majefty's  Gaol  the  Caftle  of  Lancafter,  and  him  there  to  deliver 
to  the  gaoler,  or  keeper  thereof.  He,  the  faid  William  Paul,  being  charged  before 
me  on  the  oath  of  Thomas  Dunn,  with  having  committed  HIGH  TREASON,  by 
comparing  the  death  of  the  prefent  king,  at  the  townfhip  of  Manchefter  aforefaid. 
And  you' the  faid  gaoler,  or  keeper  of  the  laid  gaol,  are  hereby  required  to  receive 
into  your  cuflody  in  the  faid  gaol,  the  faid  William  Paul,  and  him  there  fafely  keep, 
until  he  fhall  be  thence  difcharged  by  due  coufe  of  law.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
fell;  at  the  townfhip  of  Manchefter  aforefaid,  the  ieventeenth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand feven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

JOHN  GRIFFITH,  (L.  S.) 


No.  XVI. 

SAMUEL      JACKSON. 

I  HIS  defendant  being  informed  that  a  warrant  for  HIGH  TREASON  was 
iffued  againft  him,  as  well  as  againft  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Paul,  remained  with  his 
firmly  who  were  in  the  country  about  five  miles  from  Manchefter,  on  account  of  the 
dangerous  ftate  of  health  of  his  wife,  ana.  whofe  death  was  greatly  accelerated  by 
her  anxiety  on  this  occaSon.  Ke,  however,  immediately,  on  receiving  the  informa- 
tion, defired  his  folicitors,  Meffrs.  Duckworth  and  Dennett,  to  give  notice  to  the 
Rev.  John  Griffith,  the  magiftrate  who  was  faid  to  have  iffued  the  warrant,  and  to  his 
clerk,  and  alio  to  the  agents  to  the  folicitor  for  the  profecution,  that  if  the  warrant 
was  for  a  bailable  offence,  he  would  inftantly  give  bail,  or  if  not,  he  would  appear 
to  meet  the  charge  at  the  affizes  ;  which  notice  was  accordingly  given,  and  his  folici- 
tors were  informed  that  the  charge  was  for  HIGH  TREASON. 

After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jackfon  (in  the  beginning  of  July,)  at  whofe  funeral  in 
Manchefter,  the  deputy  conftable  attended  by  order  of  the  above  .magiftrate,  for  the 
purpole  of  apprehending  JVlr.  Jackfon,  he  ftill  remained  in  the  country,  though  going 
about  publicly,  vifited by  his  friends  from  Manchefter,  and  the  place  of  his  refidence 
known  to  Mr.  Griffith. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  his  folicitors  gave  written  notices  to  the  Rev.  John  Griffith, 
and  to  his  clerk,  and  alfoto  the  agents  to  the  folicitor  for  the  profecution,  that  this  de- 
fendant weuld  attend  at  the  following  affizes,  to  meet  any  charge  that  might  be 
brought  againft  him  ;  and  on  the  7th  of  Auguft  his  brother  gave  another  notice  iw 
writing  to  Mr.  Griffith  to  inform  him,  that  he  (the  defendant)  would  be  in  Man- 
chefter the  next  day,  and  the  day  following.  On  the  8th  of  Auguft,  Mr.  Jackfor 
came  to  Manchefter,  and  the  next  day  Cent  a  meffage  to  the  magiftrate,  to  let  hin 
know  where  he  was  ;  but  not  being  apprehended,  he  accompanied  Mr.  Walker  to  th» 
aTizes  at  Lancafter  on  the  following  day  ;  when  the  charge  of  HIGH  TREASON  be- 
ing abandoned,  and  a  bill  for  a  confpiiaey  found  by  the  Giand- Jury,  he  gave  bail  with 

the 
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i 

the  other  defendants,  to  try  the  fame  at  the  following  affizes,  and  was  with  them  ha- 
heurubly  acquitted. 

To  the  auertion  which  the  Attorney  General  for  the  county  palatine  of  Lancafler 
was  inftructed  to  make  in  his  opening  on  the  trial,  aad  wii'eh  was  afterwards 
attempted  to  be  fabftaritiated  by  Dunn,  in  his  evidence,  that  the  works  of 
Paine,  and  many  ether  works  of  a  fifiritisSr  tendency,  were  read  by  this  defendant  to 
the  iucieties  ;   he  has  only  to  obfe'r/ve,  that  the  whole  is  untrue. 


No.  XVII. 
JAMES      C H E ET H A M 


I 


S  a  hatter  in  Manchefter.  He  was  committed  on  the  23d  day  of  July  J793, 
fo  the  New  Early  Iriion,  by  the  Re<r.  John  Griffith,  on  the  oath  of  i'homas  Dunn,  for 
ipeaking  contemptuous  words  or  his  prefent  majefty.  Ke  expected  to  be  tried  at  the 
fame  time  [v'xz.  at  the  enfuing  quarter  ieiiionsj  with  Benjamin  Booth  and  Oliver  Pear- 
fail,  both  of  whom  were  charged  with  expi-effions  almoft  word  for. word  the  fame, 
but  mftead  of  being  brought  to  trial  as  he  expected,  for  which  he  was  fully  prepared, 
and  had  incurred  the  neceiiary  expences.  he  was,  without  having  any  previous  no- 
tice, or  being  permitted  to  fend  to  his  wife  or  friends,  removed  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  25th  of  July,  toLancafter  Cattle,  where  be  continued  till  the  affizes 
•following,  being  imprifoned  more  than  three  weeks. 

Although  there  was  a  vacant  bed  in  the  room  where  he  lodged  the  night  of  his  arrival 
at  Lancafter,  he  was  removed  info  another  room  the  night  after,  where  he  was  obliged 
either  tolieepupon  the  floor,  or  in  the  lame  bed  with  the  common  hangman. 

tie  was  in&icied  at  the  affizes  in  Auguh  1793,  for. damning  the  King,  and  alfo  for  the 
foregoing  con i piracy,  and  was  bailed  err"  both  charges.  At  the  affizes  in  Aprit  laft  he 
was  honourably  acquitted of  the  iat'er  mdicnnent,  with  the  other  defendants.  1  he 
former  for  which,  ne  had  been  committed,   no  evidence  was  brought  in  iupport  cf. 


No.  XVIII. 
OLIVER      P  E  A  R  S  A  L  I 

T 

-*•  S  a  native  of  Kidder  minfter,  in  Worcefterfhlre,  and  by  trace  a  weaver.—* 
He  cameioMan-ffieiler  in  June  1792,  for  the  purpoic of  working  in  the  niar-uiacftures 
there.  Upon  the  31.lt  cl  December  179a,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Kefoimation 
Society,  by  which  means  1  horn  as  Dunn  came  to  know  him.  in  Marck  following  he 
left  Manchefter,  and  returned  toKidderminfter. 

Cn  the  29th  of  June  1793,  the  wife  of  Dunn,  accompanied  by  one  Parker,  wha 
Pearia.ll  fihee  learned  was  a  coniiable,  and  Cafiaghan  an  lrifliman,  came  to  him  at 
Kidderminfter ;  Dunn's  wife  pretending  it  was  neceiiary  for  him  to  give  evidence  at 
Manchefter,  on  behalf  of  her  hui.ban.cl,  who  fhe  faid  was  in  the  New'  Bally  Prifon 
upon  afaife  accujation,  and  would  lather  fee  him  (Pearfail)  than  receive  five  hundred' 
■pounds,  as  his  evidence  would  clear  him;  I  his  Pearfail  declared  hirnieif  ready  to 
comply  with,  and  went  with  them  to  a  public  houfe,   where    he  was  toid,  he  fhould 

have  all  his  expences  paid,  and  lliould  return  back  on  the  Wedneiday  following. 

Previous  to  fetting  off,  Pearfail  wanted  to  go  home  to  get  feme  cloaths,  which  Parker 
refuted,  and  then  laid,  he  had  fouie  tackling  (meaning  handcufis)  in  his  pocket,  which 
he  would  put  on  him  if  he  was  iaucy  ;  Parker  never  Ihewedany  warrant,  and  re- 
peatedly rer'ufed  to  take  Pearfail  beiore  a  magistrate,  though  feveral  times  aiked  to  do 
fo.     On  his  arrival  at  Manchefter,  he- was  carried  before  the  i£ev.  John  Grirhth,  wh» 

welcomed 
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welcomed  him  to  Manchefter,  andafked  him  if  he  did  not  belong  to  the  Reformation 
Society,  to  which  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  jufiice  &ri5uh  then  queul- 
oned him  if  he  had  not  feen  arms  in  Mr.  Walker's  home,  and  if  he  had  not  ex- 
ercrfed  men  there,  toboth  which  he  anfwered  in  the  negative.  He  was  then  carried 
to  the  New  Eaily  Prifon,  Where  he  was  xevt  till  the  5th  of  July,  when  he  was  com- 
mitted, and  remained  there  till  the  9th  of  Auguft. 

Vvhde  in  tnis  p.nfun,  Parker*  Dunn,  and  Callaghan,  had  frequent  interviews  with 
him,  the  two  latter  initigating  him  to  depofe  "tohaving  feen  arms,  ami  to  ha  ing 
exercilei  men  at  .vlr.  Walker's."  Callaghan  in  particular  deli) ed  him.  to  come  for- 
ward in  the  came,  and  confirm  what  Dunn  had  b:en  pitting  to  him,  obferv.iig,  if 
he  did  not,  it  wo'ald  be  the  woife  for  him.  The  cla/  after  th;s,  one  of  tne  deputy 
■conftables  came  to  h  m.  -and  aiked  him,  whether  he  rtcodected  What  Dunn  had  laid 
the  night  before  ?  Pearfall  replied,  he  lecoliecied  what  Dunn  haa  laid  very  well,  but 
that  it  was  im  loffible  for  him  to  recollect  things  which  had  never  happened.  Tha 
pdnftable  then  faid,  tout  he  bad  frequently  feen  the  fhiningof  freiocks  in  Mr.  Walker's 
ware  boufe,  as  he  returned  home  late  m  the  evening  ;  and  further  laid,  that  a  perfon 
was  coin:  from  iorKihire,  and  haa  fworn  to  the  trutn  of  what  Dunn  had  laic ;  that 
he  was  paid  twelve  guineas  and  had  returned  home  with  the  money.  Pearfall  art- 
fwered  to  this,   :'  if  he  has  fworn  fafely,   I  cannot,  for  my  ioul  is  concerned." 

T.i  one  of  thtfe  converfetions,  Dunn  laid,  Pe3iiail  fecmed  unealy  at  the  interroga- 
tions ;  that  they  wouia  leave  him  for  the  prefent,  and  begged  him  to  confider  of  it. 
Pearfall  faid,  he  coula  not  coniidcr  on  a  fade  fubje££,  when  Dunn  repliea,  "  we 
w  il  drop  the  fubjecrof  exciciiing  the  men,'1  and  then  "began  to  talic  about  a  letter 
from  the  Irifh  to  the  Scotch. 

At  other  limes,  Callaghan  and  Dunn  rams  to  h.m,  giving  him  the  fame  advice; 
the  former  telling  him,  that  if  he  did  not  confirm  Dunn  s  temmony,  Dunn  v.  as^cing 
to  f wear  HIGH    f  REASC1\  agaiiift  him,   winch  Dunn  confirmed, 

Ke  was  a.fo  informed  t'.at  if  he  would  join  Dunn,  it  would  be  as  good  as  a  pen jl on 
to  him  as  long  as  he  lived.  At  this  conduct  Peaiiaii  grew  angry,  and  derired  them  tj 
leave  the  room  ;  on  wheh  they  laid,  if  he  would  not  acknowledge  ttefe  things,  tbej 
w'foed  he  was  at  home  again. 

On  Thuriday  the  4th  of  July,  Callaghan  and  Dunn  came  to  hima^ain,  and  brought 
pi:)es  and  tobacco,  and  a  quantity  or  liquor.  He  was  aefired  to  drink,  and  rmoke 
freely,  to  keep  up  his  fpirits,  which  he  lefufed.  One  of  them  infoimad  him,  that 
the  Rev.  ft'ji'-ce  Griffith  Would  come  to  the  p"i/on  that  night,  and  take  his  examina- 
tion. Accordingly  about  feven  o  clock  the  Rev.  John  Griffith  came,  with  pen,  ink, 
and  paper.  Mr.  Griffith  Jhook  hands  very  familiarly  %pith  Dunn,  clapped  him  on 
the  back,  he  was  an  boneji  fellow.  Mr.  GriHith  aiKed  if  their  liquor  was  out,  and 
feeing  it  was,  he  threw  down  a  milling,  and  oideied  the  turnkey  to-fetch  forae  more, 
which  was  done  ;  when  it  came,  the  fcev,  Mr.  Griffith  drank  with  them,  and  after- 
wards afked  Pearfad,  whether  he  recollected  any  thing  relative  to  the  qiteflions,  Dun;t 
bad  put  to  him  ;  to  which  Pea-fail  laid,  that  be  could  not,  on  which  they  all  ieit  the 
room. 

On  Friday  evening  the  Rev.  Mr.  Juitice  Griffith,  came  again  to  the  prifon,  and  ex- 
amined Pearfall  as  before,  who  amwered  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  kind,  the  Jui- 
tice then  told  him,  that  Dunn  had  iwern  agairf  him  (Pea dad)  tor  having  damned  the 
prefent  King  in  his  (Dunn's) .  houle  ;  and  therefore^  that  his  commitment  fhould  bs 
male  out  immediately,  which  was  done  accdrtiingiy. 

Before  Pearfail  was  committed  by  Mr.  Griffith,  he  had  of  the  bell  to  eaft  and  drink, 
but  afterwards  he  had  only  the  jail  allowance. 

At' tne  eniuing quarter  ie .lions  in  July  1705,  Pearfall  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  take  ids  trial  on  the  indictment  found  agamic,  him,  on  the  charge  of  having  damned 
the  King.  The- fame  diy  was  fixed-  for  the,  trial  cf  him  and  Booth.  The  expences 
of  the  attorney  and  couniel  were  incurred,  and  every  thing  prepared  for  the  trial, 
when  the  defendant  was  informed,  that  by  a  procefs  called  a  Certiorari,  this  inJicl- 
meut  was  removed  from  the  fffions  into  the  Court  of  King's- Bene  ,  but  was  given  t$ 
■under ji and  that  it  was  not  intended  'tb  ce proceeded  on. 

f'ne  defendant,  Pearfall,  was  hOtwithSanding  t'h)fes,  detained  in  prifon  until  Fri- 
day the  qthof  Auguft,'  when  Mr.  Griltifh-wahted  him  to' give  bail  br  his  appearance 
in  the  Kings-Bench.  This  being  refilled  by  his  foiicitoi  as  illegal,  and;  an  appl.ca- 
tion  being  made  by  him  to  the  cierk  cf  the  peace,  for  a  copy  of  the  magiitrates' 
mames  attending  the  fediorfe,  tor  tne  purppie  of  making  an  application  tp  the  Court. 
er  king's- Bench,  to  comoei  the  ma: liraies  to  do  their  duty  ; — the  Revt.  Jodn  Ghiiah 
lent  to  let  i email  know  that  he  might  fee   liberated/without  biiii,  upon  his  entering 

ifii.9 
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into  a  recognisance  to  appear  to  the  indictment  in  the  King's- Bench.  Pearfall  entered 
into  the  recognisance,  and  was  liberated.        Purfuant  to  his  reccgbance,   he  appeared 

in   the  King's-Bench,  and  pleaded  Not  Guilty. The  ifiue  was  made  up,  but 

although  two  afiizes  have  fince  elapfed,  the  profecutors  have  not  thought  it  expedient  t* 
try  him  upon  this  indictment. 

At  the  affizes  in  Auguft  1793,  Pearfall  went  to  Lancafter  as  a  witnefs,  to   prove  the 
attempts  •which  had  been  made  tofuborn  him  to  give  falfe  evidence  againfi  Mr.  Walk- 

*>'• Dunn  s  evidence   being  ftill  unfupported,  and  likely  to  be  deiii  oyed  by  this 

witnefs,  the  profecution  againft  Mr.  Walker  for  HIGH  TREASON  was  cropped  :— 
and  Pearfall  was  prevented*from  giving  evidence,  by  being  made  a  defendant  in  the 
indictment  for  a  cor.ipfracy.  He  was  then  bailed,  and  afterwards  honourably  ac- 
quitted. 


Of 


No.  XIX. 


BENJAMIN      BOOTH. 


N  the  fifth  day  of  June  1793.  this  defendant  was  apprehended  by  virtue 
©f  a  warrant  ifiued  by  the  kev.  John  Griffith,  upon  a  charge  "of  having  diftributed  2 
paper  on  the  fubject  of  WAR,  which  paper  %vas  alledgedto  befeditious  :  for  this  charge 
he  was  bailed  upon  the  roth  of  that  month,  and  about  eleven  o'clock  on  the  very 
fame  night,  he  was  again  taken  from  his  wife  and  children,  under  another  ivarrani, 
figned  by  the  fume  reverend  magflraie,  and  was  the  next  day  committed  by  him  to 
the  New  Bailey  Priion,  on  the  oath  of  Thomas  Dunn,  on  a  charge  of  having  damned 
the  King,  and  faying,  he  would  guillotine  hint  if  he  could. 

At  the  door  of  Mr.  Griffith's  houfe,  a  perion  who  had  been  prefent  during  Booth's 

examination,  laid  to  the  conhable  who  was  taking  him  to  prifon,   "  Expofe  him'to  the 

fury  of  the  populace.'''     The  conhable  led  him  through  the   vnoft  public  ftreets  in   the 

town,  and  frequently  addrefied   hirofeif  to  the  mob,  in  very  inflammatory  language 

respecting  Booth. 

The  Rev.  John  Griffith  refufed  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms  to  admit  this  defendant  t» 
bail  (which  was  offered),  and  he  was  confined  in  the  New  Babey  Priion  until  the  19th 
of  that  month,  when  Mr.  Griffith  thought  proper  to  receive  bail*. 

During  the  greater  part  of  this  interval  Booth  was  kepi  in  a  feparate  place,  he  was 
locked  up  two  hours  fooner,  and  let  out  of  his  cell  two  hours  later  than  the  reft  of  the 
prifoners.  The  threats  and  temptations  held  out  to  induce  him  to  confirm  Dunn"? 
evidence,  were  various  and  frequent.  He  was  told  that  others  had  done  fo,  and  that 
he  had  but  a  few  hours  to  determine  whether  he  would  or  not,  that  orherwife  he 
would  moft  certainly  be  hanged,  and  that  it  was  the  only  way  to  lave  his  wife  and 
children  from  ruin.  Mr.  Paul  (then  in  conrinement,  fee  the  Appendix,  No.  xiii.) 
was  fhewn  to  him  at  one  of  the  windows  in  another  part  of  the  prifpn.  Booth  was 
informed  that  Mr.  Paul  was  committed  for  HIGH  TREASON,  that  Mr.  Walker,  and 
ethers,  had  fled  from  the  ae-cufation;  that  in  trealon  there  were  no  accefiohes,  ail 
were  principals ;  and  that  if  he  would  turn.  King's  evidence  without  deiay,  and  join. 
Dunn,  Mr.  G  iffith  would  write  for  his  pardon. 

1'he  Pvev.  Mr.  Griffith  told  Booth,  "  he  vjanted  the  great  men,  he  ivantcd  to  pick 
"  his  birds." 

At  length,  by  promTes  and  threats,  by  being  told  the  parties  accufed  were  either 
apprehended,  or  had  tied  from  the  charges  againft  them;  and  being  f;  equeritly  re- 
minded of  the  helpiefs  iituation  to  which  his  wife  and  children  wouid  be  expoied,  a 
promife  was  wrung  from  him  to  join  Dunn's  evidence. 

Upon  Booth  ilating  his  ignoiance  of  what  evidence  Dunn  hud  given*  Dunn  and  he 
were  put  together,  that  Dunn  might  inform  him  ;  and  orders  v  ere  given  that  Booth 
fhould  now  be  better  treated,  and  have  a  moderate  allowance  of  liquor,  hut  not  ft 
as  to  make  Dunn  jealous. 

Booth 

*  The  bail  infifted  upon  and  given,  was  Booth  ia  j,ooi.  and  two  fureties  in  250I. 
each* 
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Booth  being  afterwards  bailed,  an  indictment  was-  prefeired  again* 
him  at  the  enfuing  quarter  feffions,  on  the  accufation  of  having  damned  the  King 
he.  and  immediately  meeting  the  charge,  though  he  might  have  traverfd  to  the  fol- 
lowing fejjions,  he  was  tried  and  found  guilty  on  the  Jo(e  teftimony  of  Dunn,  although 
Dunn  was  flatly  contradicted  by  Mary  Booth,  the  defendant's  lifter,  who  was  prefent 
when  the  words  were  /aid  to  befpoken,  and  fwore  pofitively  they  were  made  ufe  of  by 
Dunn  himfelf  and  not  by  her  brother.    , 

No  indidtment  was  preferred  upon  the  firft  accufation,  of  distributing  the  paper, 
pointing  out  the  evils  which  were  likely  to  refult  from  the  nv^r. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  Dunn  accufed  five  or  fix  different  people  of  ufing  frecifely 
the  fame  expnjfions  refpedting  the  King,  at  different  times,  and  when  not  in  com- 
pany with  each  other. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Manchefter  quarter  feftions  in  palling  fentence  obferved,  that 
Booth  had  been  guilty  to  the  fatisfaBion  of  the  whole  bench,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
court  was  twelve  months  imprifonment  in  Lancafter  Caftle. 

Benjamin  Booth,  thus  imprifoned,  was  again  inditled  for  the  confpiracy  with  the 
other  defendants,  at  the  next  aftizes,  and  with  them  acquitted  on  the  trial.  At  the 
period  of  his  acquittal,  more  than  nine  months  of  his  imprifonment  had  elapfed. 

Benjamin  Booth  being  thus  indidfed,  both  at  Manchcjler  and  at  Lancajier,  was  ef- 
fectually precluded  from  giving  evidence  of  the  practices  made  ufe  of,  (whiljl  he  wa$ 
in  frifon,)  to  prevail  upon  him  to  give  falfe  teftimony  againft  fome  of  the  other  de- 
fendants. 

It  is  perhaps  notunworthy  of  remark,  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Minchejler  quarter 
fejjions,  fhould  afterwards  be  one  of  the  grand  jury  who  found  the  bills  of  indidf  menf; 
againft  the  defendants  in  this  trial ;  he  was  likewife  foreman  of  the. Grand  Jury  wh© 
found  the  bill  of  indidtment  againft  Dunn  for  PERJURY. 

So  well  aware  were  the  profecutors,  of  the  mode  in  which  Booth's  declaration,  m 
fupport  of  Dunn's  evidence,  had  been  extorted  from  him,  (which  he  never  refiedts 
upon  but  with  fhame  and  contrition,  and  which  he  acknowledges  to  be  utterly  falfe) 
that  they  did  not  produce  it  on  this  trial,  nor  did  it  prevent  the  Crown  from  granting 
Booth  a  pardon. 

After  Dunn  (whofe  condudt  was  reprobated  by  the  whole  court)  was  tommifed  for 
perjury  by  the  judge  of  aflize,  the  chairman  of  the  Manchefer  quarter  fejjions  wrote  (it  is 
faid)  as  well  as  the  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for  the  county  palatine  of  Lancajier,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  for  Benjamin  Booth's  pardon.  , 

On  the  2d  of  May  laft  Booth  was  fet  at  liberty,  in  confequenee  of  a  pardon,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy. 


No.  XX- 


(L.  S.)  GEORGE  R. 


*  V  hereas  Benjamin  Booth  was  at  a  quarter  feffion  of  the  peace  held  at  Manchefter, 
tried  and  convicted  of  fedition,  and  is  now  in  Lancafter  gaol  under  fentence  of  im- 
prifonment for  the  fame;  and  whereas  fome  favourable  circumflances  have  been  hum- 
bly reprefented  unto  us  in  his  behalf,  inducing  us  to  extend  our  grace  and  mercy 
unto  him,  and  to  grant  him  our  free  pardon  for  his  faid  crime.  Our  will  and  pleaftfre- 
therefore  is,  that  you  caufe  him  the  laid  Benjamin  Booth  tp-  be  forthwith  discharged 
.  ou  tsf cuftody,  and  for  fo  doing  this  fhall  be  your  warrant.  Given  at  our  court  z*  ' 
James's,  the  -twenty-fifth  day  of  April  1794,  in  t-he  thirty-fourth  jpr 
•reign. 

To  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  the 
Chairman  of  ijjhe  Quarter  Seftions 
of  the  Peace  at  Lancafter,  the  High 
Sheriff  of  the  faid  county,  and  ail 
Others  whom  it  may  concern. 

By  his  Majefty's  command, 

(figned)    HENRT  DUNUA^Sl 

JBwjpmtt  B&tk  ha\  a.  wife  and  four  fmal!  children* 
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Oil  the  itkbt  October  1793,  Benjamin  Booth*  while  in  Lancafar  Caftle,    received 
.'  lettei  from  Mr.  qartw'right;  'd  Shrewfivny.    who  is  a  furgeon  and  apothecary,    and 
a  Nonjurh-g  Biihoj,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy.   The  reader  will  make  his  own 
pfieetioiiS  upon  its  cbjcBs  and frweij?/ei. 
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Copy  of  M    j  Mnlliam  Carliorigki  s  Letter  to  Benjamin  Booths 
Dated  Skretvfbury,  27  Sep*   1793. 


T 

Y  hen  y»u  wrote  to  me,  foon  after  the  death  of  Bifhop  Price,  I  little  fufpecled  that 
ever  ;  fhould  have  {een  your  name  in  the  public  .papers,  on  fuch  an  occasion  as  that 
which  has  rendered  you  fo  confjieuous;  and  reduced  you  to  that  fituation,  which  your 
criminal  conduct  has  fpjuflly  deferred. 

I  begin  this  adrefs  to  you  in  this  manner,  with  no  other  defigri  than  to  express  my 
abhorrence  and  deteftation  of  thofe  principles  which  excited  you  to  this  conduct  for 
Which  the  lavs  of  your  country  are  now  pumfhing  you;  and  which,  without  fincere 
repemanee,  leaves  you  obnoxious  to  the  juft  judgment  of  the  almighty,  whofe  holy 
laws  you  ha--  e  fo  flagrantly  Violated,  and  thereby  brought  a  fcandal  on  that  found  branch 
of  the  catho;:c  church,  of  wh.ch  you  were  a  member. 

Vou  well  know,  or  once  did  know,  that  unfeigned  allegiance,  in  all  civil  matters, 
jo  your  nghtful  and  lawful  Sovereign,  is  an  effential  doctrine  and  duty  of  chriuiani- 
ty:  and  that  aU  co<rch<e  refinance  to  him  and  his  laws,  in  all cafes  lahatfoever,  and 
tender  the  mojl  trying  circumfances,   is  threatened  'with  DAMN.':  1  ION. 

I  am  .ju  te  at  a  lois  to  conceive  on  what  ground  you  can  poffibly  juftif.y  or  excufe 
yorn-  late  conduct.  Sure  i  am  that  before  you  could  adopt  the  maxims  and  principles 
of  Pain,  and  fuch  men,  you  raufl  either  have  made  ftppwr'eck  of  faith,  and  visual- 
ly renounced  all  reverence  for  the  revealed  will  of  God  ;  or  iulied  your  confeience 
into  a  very  irreligious  degree  of  torpor. 

1  thought  I  had  fuliiCientiy  e.-pofed  the  atheifm  Ot  Pain's  wicked  book  in  that 
paper  of  mine  figned  "Phileleutherus  Chriftianus,"  which  was  printed  and  difperfed 
in  Manchefter  as  a  hand  bill  in  May  179 1. 

I  grant  you  there  is  much  plaulibie  reafoning  in  Pain's  writings ;  many  unfavoury 
truths,  mixed  with  vile  falsehoods!  and  grofs  mifreprefentations :  but  his  reafoning  is 
gnfirely  of  that  fort,  with  which  the  adverfary  of  fouls  always  endeavours  to  deceive 
the  unwary.  However,  it  is  fuch  as  can  have  no  influence,  but  upon  thofe  who  have 
fuit  withdrawn  their  minds  from  that  depeiidance  upon  God,  which  is  always  cur  duty, 
^nd  belt  fecurity  againft  the  temptations  6f  .Satan,  the  allurements  of  the  world,  and 
the  corrupt  piopenl'ities  of  our  fallen  and  depraved  nature.  The  unffivomy  irutbs 
differtiinated  in  his  writings  aie  fuch  as,  more  or  lefs,  exift  in  all  governments  in  the 
world,  and  ever  will,  till  there  fhali  be  an  entire  renovation  cf  the  fallen  fonsof 
'.Adam.  The  fpeculations  of  thofe  who  call  themfehes  Philefcphers,  promife  us 
mighty  fine  tilings  indeed.  But  the  world  was  net  created  by  human  wifdom,  nei- 
ther can  it  be  refo-niert  by  fuch  means  as  thofe  of  Thomas  Pain.      Reformation  is  a  fine 

-rd  ;  yea,  and  a  good  thiirg  -too,.    ivhcn  property,  jet  about  i    but   the   experience  of 

lace  fhould  furely  teach  us  the  folly  %  well  as  w-ckeclnefs  of    all  popular  attempts 

it.       Let  every  individual  ftrive   to    reform  himfelf,    and  leave  the  reft  to  God. 
vVJvle  he  is  doing  .this,  he  is  in  the  way  of  his  duty  :   but  whoever  attempts  to  reform 
his  fupeiiors    and  the  governing  povvlrs  by  the  arm  of   fiefh,  will  only   fall  from  one 
wickednefs  to  another,  -and  will  not  come  into  the  way  of  righteoufnefs. 

PofHbiy  you  may  deceive  yourfeif  with  a  notion  that  you  were  doing  right,    in  en- 
deavouring to  overturn  the  preient  efablifhed  fyftem  of  government,    hecaufe  fame  of 
our-  vciigifrHs predicejfors  attempted,    in  the  years   \~ji$a,rid  1745    to  dethrone  the  then 
reigning  family,     fur  gi'  e  me  leave  to  tell  ycu  that  thofe  attempts,  whether  right  of 
tocriom,  whether  juftif.able  or  not,  were  undertaken  on  entire  different  and  oppofite 


prtcipies,  tpthcie,  on  whx'h  '  yqu  niufl  h#'.  e  firtg^gefl  with  tire  rriKv  dillrtibeirs  ot  th« 
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public  peace.  The  former  attempts  were  not  undertaken  to  overturn  or  alter  the  con- 
futation of  the  government  of  this  country.  No  !  it  was  a  competition  between  a 
claimant  to  the  throne,  who  was  thought  to  have  beenunjuftly  and  illeg(fcly  difpolTefied 
of  his  right,  and  him  who  withheld  that  fuppofed  right  from  him.  That  competition, 
you  well  know,  is  now  at  an  end.  The  one  family  being  as  good  as  entirely  extinct, 
and  the  other  having  been  fo  long  a  time  in  uninterrupted  poffefTion,  furcly  we  need  not 
now  befitate  which  of  thefe  God  has-  chofen  to  reign  over  us.  He  has  declared  "by  me 
kings  reign."  And  I  believe  there  is  not  now  one  perfon  of  our  communion  who 
does  not   recognize    King  George  as  the  only  lawful    King  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

In  consideration  of  this  unqueftionable  truth,  and  of  your  late  feditious  and  rebel- 
lious practices,  it  is  my  duty  however  painful,  to  tell  you  that  you  lie  under  the  cen- 
Jure  o/*the  greater  excommu»icatio.v.  The  confequences  of  fuch  a  {late  I  need 
not  explain  to  you,  any  further  than  to  tell  you  that  without  an  exemplary  repentance 
there  can  he  no  pardon  for  you  either  in  this  world  or  that  which  is  to  come. 
By  an  examplary  repentance,  I  mean  not  only  a  finceie  contrition,  fuch  as  is  described 
in  the  cxLth.  lefloa,  page  400,  of  our  catechifm,  but  aifo  the  molt  effectual  reftitu- 
tion  and  fatisfaction,  which  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  make  to  that  go1,  ernrnent  which 
you  have  infulted,  and  the  laws  which  you  have  violated.  And  this  can  no  other  way 
be  done,  than  by  difclojing  to  a  proper  magifirate,  every  thing  -which you  know  of  fedi~ 
thus  and  rebellious  plots  ;  and  endeavouring,  not  for  the  fake  of  revenge  or  malice,  but 
for  the  fake  ofjujlice,  and  better  fecurity  of  the  public  peace,  to  bring  all  your  ajfociates 
in  iniquity,  to  fuch  punifhment  as  the  /aw  prescribes. 

Thus  have  I  faithfully  admomfhed  you,    in  love  to  your  foul  and  body  too,    and 
dejirered    my  own  foul  on  this  occafion.      I  pray    God   to  give  you  a  right   under- 
standing in  thefe,  and  ail  things  concerning  your  eternal  welfare,  and  am 
Your  faithful  but  afflicted  parlor  and  friend, 

(figned)  WILLIAM  CARTF/RIGHT. 

I  fhall  fend  this  to  you  under  the  cover  of  a  frank,  directed  to  an  old,  fenfible,  and 
very  worthy  friend  of  mine ;  whom  I  have  not  ieen  for  above  twenty-three  years  laflj» 
His  name  is  Langfhaw,  npw  organiitof  Lancafter.  I  fhall  requeft  him  to  give  you  the 
molt  efficacious  advice  he  can;  I  am  perfuaded  if  will  be  good  and  friendly  ;  and  I 
believe  him  to  be  as  capable  of  convincing  you  of  thofe  deluiive  errors,  into  which 
you  have  fallen,  as  I  ain.  If  you  have  a  due  fenfe  of  your  crimes,  it  will  give  me 
ibme  coniolation  to  receive  a  letter  from  you  ;  otherwife  not. 

I  believe  it  is  not  permitted  to  perfons  in  your  iituation  to  fend  or  receive  letters, 
without  the  inipectiori  of  the  governor,  and  I  have  no  objection  that  he  fhould  fee  thir, 
1  fhall  fend  it  uniealed  to  Mr.  Langfhaw. 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Booth 
Lancafter  Cattle. 
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